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brought peace. After the carnage of the 
first half of the last century, the 
United States has led the world to 
avoid open great power conflict, and it 
meant historically little bloodshed and 
deep international stability compared 
to previous eras. 

The international system that Amer-
ica helped craft and lead comes with a 
promise of multilateral security, and 
that is why we must remain wholly 
committed to protecting our allies. We 
spared no cost to help them rebuild to 
defend themselves and to protect the 
dignity of their citizens. The Chinese 
Communist Party, on the other hand, 
cannot conceive of a world that is not 
driven by status and hierarchy. They 
are not partners, and they view no one 
as partners. They view them as vassal 
states. So this progress, even to some-
one like Huang Qifan, is a hidden plot 
to suppress others. 

Such cynicism, by the way, reveals 
more about the Chinese Communist 
Party than it does about us or the fail-
ure of American efforts to offer a help-
ing hand to China in exchange for mod-
ernization. To the Chinese Communist 
Party, power serves no purpose but to 
strengthen the party’s rule and to 
spread its influence around the world. 

And for them, those who deviate 
from the party’s expectations deserve 
to be sent to forced labor camps where 
they toil on the party’s behalf and 
where mass surveillance is a necessary 
safeguard against deviants whose only 
crime is to want a private civic life. 

As part of making the case for our 
model, we must continue to make the 
case as to why China is an 
untrustworthy partner in any endeav-
or, whether it is a nation-state project, 
in an industrial capacity, or financial 
integration. They have a neocolonial 
project, the Belt and Road Initiative, 
which follows a very consistent play-
book: Approach nations with promises 
of lucrative state projects, exploit cor-
ruption, bleed those nations dry, and 
then hijack their domestic infrastruc-
ture. In Sri Lanka, what it meant was 
the de facto takeover of wide swathes 
of their political system after a project 
sputtered and Beijing seized the port. 

Beijing is ultimately an 
untrustworthy partner in international 
commitments. We have seen this re-
peatedly in the Asia-Pacific where they 
have flagrantly violated international 
agreements and obligations in Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. We see it right off 
the coast of Vietnam and the Phil-
ippines, where Beijing is literally 
building artificial islands to substan-
tiate ludicrous territorial claims. 

Chinese leaders have long claimed to 
never seek hegemony, and yet the bul-
lying of their neighbors, they justify it, 
and they justify it on the grounds that 
China deserves respect because of its 
power and position. Doing business in 
China is not just like here or anywhere 
else. It is not business between two pri-
vate companies. It means doing busi-
ness with companies backed by, spon-
sored by, and protected by the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Their economy is purposely opaque, 
and Chinese companies, many of which 
are state-owned or state-directed, are 
tools used by the Chinese Communist 
Party to further their mercantilist 
goals. 

The telecommunications company 
that we have heard of so often, Huawei, 
is just one example. Nations that have 
naively partnered with Huawei on 5G 
have exposed vital technological infra-
structure to Beijing’s surveillance 
state, a partnership that Beijing has 
shown it will readily exploit. 

The bottom line is that China, no 
matter what, will continue to play a 
prominent role in the future of our 
world; and frankly, we should welcome 
a growing, thriving China, but one that 
plays by the rules. 

Today’s China, governed by the Chi-
nese Communist Party, is not playing 
by any rules. It is a predatory state in 
nature, and it actively seeks to sup-
plant not just the United States but a 
world order committed to democracy, 
human rights, and the dignity of all. 

Since their induction into the World 
Trade Organization in 2001, China has 
shown itself to be anything but a re-
sponsible global partner. This is a dan-
gerous recipe for conflict, and that is 
what China’s leaders are preparing for. 
Xi put the party on notice in 2013, say-
ing that China ‘‘must diligently pre-
pare for a long period of cooperation 
and of conflict’’ with capitalist democ-
racies. 

If anything, the intervening years 
have strengthened this conviction. 
Huang told business leaders that Amer-
icans ‘‘want your life.’’ He calls it an 
illusion that ‘‘some small amount of 
money’’ would resolve the trade war. 

‘‘We do not want to fight but are not 
afraid to fight,’’ Huang concluded, once 
again quoting Mao. 

China clearly sees this moment— 
these decades, really—as their oppor-
tunity to supplant America from its 
global leadership role. Conflict, armed 
or otherwise, is an inevitable byprod-
uct of that progression. 

America, as Huang noted, has been 
the ‘‘world’s leader for decades,’’ and 
we have used that power to build an 
international system that prioritizes 
fundamental human rights, open demo-
cratic governance, and liberal econo-
mies, all the things that the Com-
munist Party of China believes rep-
resents weakness. 

So we must be absolutely clear as to 
what that means. If China becomes the 
world’s dominant economic power, 
they will become the world’s dominant 
military power; they will become the 
world’s dominant financial power; and 
they will become the world’s dominant 
cultural power. Given their critique— 
and I would say disdain—of our system, 
we can expect that a future such as 
that will look much different than the 
reality we live in now. 

If China supplants America in the 
West, the world that our children will 
inherit will be nothing like the one we 
grew up in and know. Instead of ex-

ploiting China’s brand of 
authoritarianism country by country, 
as they do now, China will be posi-
tioned to reorient the entire globe, the 
application of the party’s governance 
at home applied on a global scale to 
the way countries interact with one 
another. 

Let me close with the prophetic 
words of a Chinese dissident, Wei 
Jingsheng. In his testimony before 
Congress in the year 2000, against and 
in opposition to China’s ascension to 
the WTO, he said: 

If the United States will not fight the 
world’s largest tyranny politically, then in-
evitably it will have to fight it economi-
cally, and eventually, militarily. Therefore, 
the only way to preserve peace and freedom 
begins by comprehending democracy’s great-
est enemy, and countering it effectively. 

Blissful ignorance is no longer an op-
tion. We cannot overlook the obvious 
signs in favor of near-term economic 
gains. The world has reached a cross-
roads, one in which our inability to act 
will usher in a Chinese century, and 
that will have disastrous consequences. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-

LIVAN). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture mo-
tions for the Cella, Jorjani, and Black 
nominations ripen at 11:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 24; I further ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, following the clo-
ture vote on the Black nomination, 
that the Senate resume consideration 
of the McGuire nomination, and that 
at 3:30 p.m., all postcloture time on the 
McGuire, Cella, Jorjani, and Black 
nominations be considered expired; fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that if 
any of the nominations are confirmed, 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s actions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF MOTOWN 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 60th anniversary 
of Motown and remarkable life of Berry 
Gordy, Jr., a man who achieved one of 
the most significant musical accom-
plishments of the 20th century. 
Motown is the sound that changed 
America; it broke barriers between 
people and united fans of every race 
and creed. 

Mr. Gordy was born in 1929 to a mid-
dle-class family on the east side of De-
troit. At first, Mr. Gordy pursued his 
dreams to become a professional boxer 
and boxed until 1950 when he was draft-
ed to serve his country in the Korean 
war. After returning from Korea in 
1953, Mr. Gordy began to pursue his 
passion for music by opening a record 
store, and then went on to work at the 
Ford Lincoln-Mercury Plant. 

In 1959, Gordy founded Tamla 
Records that would go on to become 
Motown after he received an $800 loan 
and moved to 2648 W. Grand Blvd, also 
known as Hitsville U.S.A. Due to De-
troit being known as the Motor City, 
Mr. Gordy, in tribute to what he felt 
was a city of warm, soulful people and 
Detroit being his hometown, decided 
the perfect name for his company and 
new label would be ‘‘Motown.’’ 

Smokey Robinson and Berry Gordy 
formed an early partnership and co- 
wrote Motown Records’ first smash-hit 
‘‘Shop Around,’’ recorded by The Mir-
acles, who would go on to be Motown’s 
first million-record selling record. 
Soon, other acts would follow, includ-
ing legendary artists such as the 
Supremes, the Four Tops, Marvin 
Gaye, Stevie Wonder, and the Tempta-
tions, all discovered by Mr. Gordy. 

In the 1960s alone, Motown Records 
had over 75 records in the top 10 of the 
Billboard Hot 100. In the 1970s, Motown 
moved to California and continued to 
create hits with a Detroit sound by 
groups such as the Jackson 5 and the 
Commodores. With so many music leg-
ends, Motown has often been consid-
ered one of the greatest labels of all 
time. 

In 1998, Mr. Gordy was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame as 
founder and helmsman of the Motown 
music empire. 

In addition to music, Mr. Gordy pro-
duced films such as the Oscar-nomi-
nated, ‘‘Lady Day Sings the Blues’’ and 
‘‘Mahogany.’’ both starring Motown 
icon Diana Ross. In 2013, Mr. Gordy 
went on to write and produce ‘‘Motown: 
the Musical,’’ to tell his story and the 
story of Motown Records. ‘‘Motown: 
the Musical’’ went on to play 738 
Broadway performances, and have mas-
sively successful national tours and 
international productions. 

Mr. Gordy founded an American 
music institution that exemplifies the 
unity that must exist in our country 
and created a sound that still moves 
the Motor City today. Motown’s music 

has become a genre all its own and has 
grown to be beloved all over the world. 
Motown music helped break barriers, 
and it is my hope that the legacy of 
Barry Gordy, Jr., and Motown will in-
spire the next generation of leaders to 
follow their passion and change the 
world.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MELAO BAKERY 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, each 
week I highlight a small business that 
displays the unique entrepreneurial 
spirit found throughout our country. It 
is my privilege to recognize a Florida 
small business that demonstrates con-
sistent hard work, a commitment to 
excellent customer service, and a de-
sire to give back to the Florida com-
munity. Today, it is my honor to name 
Melao Bakery as the Senate Small 
Business of the Week. 

Founded in 2009, Melao Bakery is a 
family-owned and operated restaurant 
run by Eduardo Colon and Denisse 
Torres. Originally from Puerto Rico, 
Eduardo and Denisse have created a 
place where families can enjoy tradi-
tional Puerto Rican cuisine in Kis-
simmee, FL, a city many Puerto 
Ricans call home. Melao has grown 
from a small bakery in central Florida 
with seven employees into a full-menu 
restaurant employing more than 150 
people at its two locations in Kis-
simmee and Orlando. Melao Bakery is 
known for its commitment to exem-
plary customer service and for pro-
viding an authentic, traditional experi-
ence for its customers. 

Eduardo and Denisse arrived in Flor-
ida 17 years ago from Vega Baja, PR. In 
Vega Baja, the couple owned a bakery 
but made the decision to move to Flor-
ida, with their 1-year-old son, in search 
of new opportunities. When Eduardo 
and Denisse settled in Kissimmee, they 
did not move to open the bakery imme-
diately; Eduardo studied to pass truck 
driving exams, and through hard work, 
he was able to establish his own heavy 
transport company. 

Melao Bakery not only provides deli-
cious pastries and cuisine, but it also 
serves as a meeting place for local His-
panics. They have since expanded their 
vision through the acquisition of the 
shopping center where Melao Bakery is 
located. Eduardo and Denisse’s busi-
ness has been honored for maintaining 
a strong sense of Hispanic heritage by 
the grassroots organization, the Libre 
Initiative. In 2012, Melao Bakery was 
also recognized by the Kissimmee 
Chamber of Commerce as the first His-
panic business to win its annual Small 
Business of the Year award. In 2014, 
Melao Bakery was presented with the 
Governor’s Business Ambassador 
Award for its leadership in creating 
employment opportunities in central 
Florida. Additionally, Melao Bakery 
has won awards for the quality of its 
food, such as Best Latin Restaurant in 
the Osceola community. 

Eduardo and Denisse have made sig-
nificant efforts to better the lives of 
those in their community, both in 
Florida and in Puerto Rico. After Hur-
ricane Irma hit Puerto Rico in 2017, 
Eduardo and Denisse donated dozens of 
generators to help survivors get their 
businesses back up and running. Their 
dedication to preserving the culture 
and heritage of Puerto Rico in central 
Florida has created a loyal customer 
base and has made Melao Bakery a 
community staple. Melao Bakery is a 
shining example of how dignified work 
can lead to grassroots engagement and 
successful business expansion. As we 
celebrate Hispanic Heritage month, I 
am proud to highlight Melao Bakery 
for their dedication to Florida’s His-
panic community.∑ 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNIVISION 
ARIZONA 

∑ Ms. SINEMA. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the 40th anniversary of 
Univision Arizona. As one of Arizona’s 
leading television networks, Univision 
Arizona has been on the front lines of 
delivering important news to our 
State, earning nationwide recognition 
by winning 23 Emmy Awards this year. 
Throughout its 40-year history, 
Univision Arizona has evolved and 
adapted to the needs of its viewers by 
crafting engaging content and shedding 
light on important stories that deserve 
to be heard. 

As the leading source of Spanish-lan-
guage media and news in our State, 
Univision Arizona serves 1.6 million 
Arizonans through two television sta-
tions, four radio stations, and other 
digital and social platforms. With the 
fast-changing pace of news and tech-
nology, Univision Arizona has grown 
into an innovative news source, while 
maintaining and staying true to its 
original mission. 

Univision Arizona serve all Arizo-
nans, especially the Hispanic commu-
nity, which has richly contributed to 
our State. I am proud to recognize 
Univision Arizona’s 40th anniversary 
milestone, while celebrating the con-
tributions of Arizona’s Hispanic com-
munity during Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Univision Arizona’s mission, its 
dedicated reporters and staff, and the 
stories they share are truly representa-
tive of the profound and powerful role 
the Hispanic community plays in our 
State.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2019, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on September 20, 
2019, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills: 
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