September 24, 2019

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
JONES), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 66,
nays 25, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 297 Ex.]

YEAS—66
Alexander Feinstein Murphy
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Bennet Gardner Perdue
Blunt Grassley Portman
Boozman Hassan Risch
Braun Hawley Roberts
Burr Hoeven Romney
Capito Hyde-Smith Rounds
Cardin Inhofe Rubio
Carper Isakson Sasse
Casey Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kaine Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shaheen
Coons King Shelby
Cornyn Lankford Sinema
Cotton Leahy Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Manchin Toomey
Cruz McConnell Warner
Daines McSally Wicker
Enzi Moran Wyden
Ernst Murkowski Young

NAYS—25
Baldwin Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Klobuchar Schumer
Brown Markey Smith
Cantwell Menendez Stabenow
Cortez Masto Merkley Tester
Duckworth Murray Udall
Durbin Peters Van Hollen
Gillibrand Reed
Heinrich Rosen

NOT VOTING—9

Blackburn Harris Tillis
Booker Jones Warren
Graham Sanders Whitehouse

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
are 66, the nays are 25.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Brian McGuire, of New York, to be a
Deputy Under Secretary of the Treas-
ury.

————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:06 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO).

————————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA TRADE
AGREEMENT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
want to address an issue for my col-
leagues, something a lot of Senators
have been talking about more recently,
and none too soon—the Mexico-Canada
agreement with the United States, a
very important trade agreement.

President Trump and the leaders of
Mexico and Canada signed the USMCA
on November 30, 2018, which was 43
weeks ago. More than 3 months have
passed since Mexico ratified the
USMCA, and Canada’s ratification is
well underway. However, the U.S. Con-
gress must do its part, and time is run-
ning short.

We have a limited opportunity to rat-
ify the USMCA before election politics
get in the way of securing this very
critical win for literally every broad
industry sector in America. I therefore
urge the administration and House
Democrats not only to intensify discus-
sions on the USMCA but also to expe-
dite those discussions and to present
USMCA to the Congress.

By now, everyone should know very
well that Mexico and Canada are by far
America’s most important trading
partners. In 2017, America sold more
than a half trillion dollars of exports to
Mexico and Canada. Those were more
exports than we sold to the next 11
largest export markets combined. For
Iowa, my State, 130,000 jobs were sup-
ported by the $6.6 billion of exports to
Mexico and Canada in the same year of
2017.

These numbers are not just academic
statistics. During the August State
work period, I completed my 39th year
holding Q and A’s in every one of
Towa’s 99 counties, and I consistently
heard from Iowans that passing the
USMCA ought to be a very top priority
for the Congress.

I joined the former Governor of Iowa
and former U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture, Tom Vilsack, at a dairy proc-
essing plant in Des Moines. This meet-
ing, with one Republican and one Dem-
ocrat appreciating the great contribu-
tions of Iowa agriculture to our Nation
and to exports, demonstrated what I
heard at my town meetings—that pass-
ing the USMCA should be a bipartisan
priority.

In Cedar Falls, IA, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Under Secretary,
Bill Northey, and I held a roundtable
discussion with various commodity
groups about the farm economy and
the certainty that passing USMCA
would bring to the agricultural com-
munity, particularly to the family
farmers.

USMCA was also a focal point when I
held meetings at manufacturing plants,
such as Altec in Osceola, IA, and AIM
Aerospace in Orange City, IA. I can
state firsthand that people in the real
world—people living outside of the
Washington Beltway—want Congress
to pass the USMCA as soon as possible.

My county meetings help me better
represent Iowans, and it is clear to me
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that Iowans support the USMCA. We
can’t squander this opportunity to up-
date NAFTA, which has been critical
to American farmers and businesses
but is now a quarter century old. Issues
negotiated in the USMCA were not
issues 25 years ago, showing just how
out of date NAFTA is, as well as the
importance of the USMCA.

USMCA will bring greater market ac-
cess for agriculture and important new
commitments in areas such as cus-
toms, digital trade, intellectual prop-
erty, labor, the environment, currency,
and nontariff trade barriers. These up-
dates and upgrades will translate into
higher wages, greater productivity, and
consequently more jobs for Americans.

In fact, the independent U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission found that
USMCA will create nearly 176,000 new
American jobs while adding more than
$68 billion to America’s GDP.

Let’s not forget, USMCA was a hard-
fought negotiation. For Mexico, two
Presidents worked across opposing ad-
ministrations to get this job done. Can-
ada initially held out of the agreement
altogether, only to sign on at the last
possible opportunity.

It is easy for Members of Congress to
talk about how we would have nego-
tiated the agreement differently. There
is some talk like that going on. That
would be true whether you are a Re-
publican or Democrat. However, as the
U.S. International Trade Commission
report made very clear, USMCA is a
major advancement from the 25-year-
old NAFTA agreement. This is cer-
tainly true for labor and the environ-
ment, which were mere side agree-
ments to NAFTA 25 years ago. Now
these issues addressed in USMCA are
some of the strongest obligations ever
to have been included in any U.S. trade
agreement. Simply put, we can’t let
the perfect be the enemy of the good,
and calling the USMCA ‘‘good’” would
be a serious understatement.

The administration did its job and
brought us a modernized trade agree-
ment. Nevertheless, the administration
has listened to the concerns of House
Democrats and has proposed actions to
address those concerns. For my part, 1
have kept an open mind throughout
this process, and I welcome any work-
able, bipartisan solutions. However,
given the political calendar that lies
ahead, I need those solutions promptly.
We simply don’t have any more time to
spare.

Iowans and all Americans deserve
some much needed certainty on access
to our half-trillion-dollar export mar-
kets in Mexico and Canada, and it is
the job of this Congress to deliver. The
time for USMCA is right now.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

BUDGET DEFICIT

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, I rise to
call attention to our Federal Govern-
ment’s unsustainable fiscal path.

Earlier this month the Congressional
Budget Office reported that Federal
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