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to have this group located in the First 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I thank them for 
their service to our country, and I wel-
come them home. 

f 

WE HAVE BEEN VINDICATED 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise, because I love my 
country. 

I rise today, Madam Speaker, to 
thank the Speaker of the House for 
standing up for this country, advancing 
the cause of justice, and taking on the 
challenge to protect our Nation, when 
it is obvious that national security is 
of great concern. 

I rise because there were persons who 
made yesterday possible. There are 
some who say that yesterday was a tip-
ping point, others say that things hap-
pened that were the equivalent of a 
straw that broke the camel’s back as it 
relates to impeachment, but I say that 
yesterday was a seminal moment in 
time that has the potential to impact 
the rest of our time. 

I say that yesterday was a moment of 
truth, and I say that there were people 
who made yesterday possible. 

I would like to read a statement into 
the RECORD that will address many of 
the people, not all, but many of the 
people who made yesterday possible. 

My statement reads: ‘‘On behalf of 
people of goodwill, I thank the first 58 
who voted to move Articles of Im-
peachment on November 6, 2017, the 
historic 66 who voted to move Articles 
of Impeachment on January 19, 2018, 
and the noble 95 who voted to move Ar-
ticles of Impeachment on July 17, 2019. 

For their tireless and progressive ef-
forts, I would also like to thank By the 
People; Center for Popular Democracy; 
Citizens Impeachment Coalition; Com-
mon Cause; Courage Campaign; 
CREDO; CREW; D.C. Action Lab; De-
mocracy for America; Free Speech for 
People; Indivisible; Lawyers for Good 
Government; Mainers For Accountable 
Leadership; March for Truth; March for 
Truth—Boston; MoveOn; National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, NAACP; Need to Impeach; 
NextGen America; Our Revolution; 
Popular Democracy; Progressive Demo-
crats of America; Revolving Door 
Project; Social Security Works; Stand 
Up America; and Women’s March. 

With nearly 200 Members of the 
House of Representatives favoring im-
peachment inquiry, we have been vindi-
cated. However, our approach is not 
one that has ended as of yesterday. We 
need 218 to vote for impeachment. 
There is more to be done. 

f 

PARKRIDGE PREGNANCY CENTER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the good people 

at Parkridge Pregnancy Medical Clinic 
in Lubbock, Texas. 

Parkridge, a nonprofit pregnancy 
center, is celebrating 26 years of pro-
viding compassionate care to mothers 
throughout their pregnancies, and 
often in the most difficult of cir-
cumstances. 

By providing ultrasounds, medical 
services, material assistance, and even 
ministering to mothers’ deeper emo-
tional and spiritual needs, the people 
at Parkridge are truly and literally 
saving lives. 

You see, Madam Speaker, they be-
lieve, like I do, that all life is a gift 
from God. They believe in the words 
etched into our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, our founding principle and 
fundamental belief that all of us are 
created equally by God and endowed by 
our creator with the right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

But for nearly 50 years now, we have 
fallen short of that national ethic. 
Ever since the Supreme Court erred in 
Roe v. Wade, we have failed to protect 
the sacred right for the most vulner-
able among us, rejecting the notion 
that life at every stage is equally valu-
able, equally precious, not only in light 
of the Constitution, but in the eyes of 
God. 

Since then, over 60 million lives have 
been terminated through the practice 
of abortion in these United States. And 
yet even in the shadow of this dark-
ness, we can see rays of hope shining 
through. 

Because of places like Parkridge, I 
believe the tide is finally turning, and 
in the direction of life. All across our 
country, the growing momentum for a 
culture of life is palpable. 

Last week, we learned that the abor-
tion rate in America has dropped to its 
lowest level at any point since 1973 and 
Roe v. Wade. 

We have seen States throughout the 
country taking bold action to defend 
the inherent dignity of every human 
life, especially those who can’t speak 
up for themselves. 

I am proud to have supported every 
single pro-life measure considered in 
this Chamber, from the Heartbeat Pro-
tection Act, to the pain-capable protec-
tions, to defunding Planned Parent-
hood, to the recent born-alive protec-
tion legislation. 

I stand behind our President 100 per-
cent in his efforts to reshape the courts 
so that judges adhere to the Constitu-
tion and to the independent and inter-
pretive role that they are supposed to 
play, rather than legislating from the 
bench and imposing their policy pref-
erences on the American people. 

This is one of the most important 
and certainly lasting legacies of this 
President, and I am proud to say and 
excited to say the Senate has recently 
confirmed President Trump’s 150th ju-
dicial nominee. 

But I also recognize that in order to 
build a lasting culture of life, we are 
going to need to do more than just 
change laws. We are going to have to 
change hearts. 

In the debate over abortion, the late 
Pennsylvania Governor Bob Casey said: 

The real question is not when life begins, 
but when love begins. 

For 26 years now, the people of 
Parkridge Pregnancy Center have been 
coming alongside these young mothers 
not in judgment, but in joy, not in con-
demnation, but to comfort, praying 
with them, loving them, and minis-
tering to them and meeting their deep-
est needs in their darkest hours. 

Thanks to the good and godly work 
that they are doing, along with count-
less organizations like them across 
America, I hope, pray, and I believe 
that we will soon see a day in our coun-
try when every child is loved and every 
life, born or unborn, is celebrated, 
cherished, and protected. 

Madam Speaker, may God bless the 
Parkridge family, may He bless their 
mission to protect life and promote 
love, all to the praise of God, the au-
thor of both life and love. 

Go west Texas. 
Madam Speaker, may I inquire how 

much time I have remaining? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Texas has 11⁄4 minutes re-
maining. 
WE SHOULD BE MORE RESPONSIBLE IN CARRYING 

OUT OUR CONSTITUTIONAL DUTIES 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to say that I feel like it is 
incredibly irresponsible and premature 
and careless for this body, led by our 
Speaker and the Democratic Party, to 
rush to this conclusion and allege that 
our President has committed high 
crimes. 

I don’t believe this is under the aus-
pices of pursuit of justice and truth. I 
think it is placating a certain group in 
the Democratic Party. 

I think this is more of the bloodlust 
for impeaching our President, not be-
cause of high crimes, but because they 
hate him, they hate his personality, 
they hate his policies, but that is no 
justification. 

We are better than that as a country. 
We should be more responsible in how 
we faithfully carry out our constitu-
tional duties. 

So I look forward to reading the 
transcript. I look forward to getting 
the facts. 

Republican or Democrat, Madam 
Speaker, we ought to look at the facts 
and we ought to be very judicious and 
careful and certainly responsible when 
wielding our constitutional oversight, 
and certainly that provision of im-
peachment. 

So that is what I am going to do on 
behalf of the good people of west Texas 
and my beloved countrymen across the 
United States. 

f 

b 1015 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF JUANITA ABERNATHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam 

Speaker, today, I rise to honor the re-
markable life and legacy of Mrs. Jua-
nita Abernathy, a selfless leader in the 
struggle for civil rights whose direc-
tion and tireless engagement was an 
integral part in the movement of civil 
rights and voting rights in America. 
She, sadly, passed earlier this month. 

From the Montgomery bus boycott 
to the marches from Selma to Mont-
gomery and onward to Washington, 
D.C., and beyond, Mrs. Abernathy 
played a key role in our Nation’s 
proudest instance of civic engagement. 
She fought boldly alongside her hus-
band, Reverend Dr. Ralph Abernathy, 
and her dear friends and fellow archi-
tects of the movement, Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King. 

While many male leaders of the civil 
rights movement have rightfully be-
come household names, the women of 
the movement, whose struggles and 
sacrifices were equal and whose par-
ticipation was necessary, have not en-
joyed the same recognition. Mrs. Jua-
nita Abernathy was a brilliant, coura-
geous leader in her own right, and 
today, we recognize her remarkable 
and distinct contributions. 

Mrs. Abernathy was born on Decem-
ber 1, 1931, in Uniontown, Alabama. She 
was the youngest of eight children born 
to Alexander and Ella Gilmore Jones. 
In the ninth grade, she met her future 
husband, Reverend Dr. Ralph Aber-
nathy, who wrote in his memoir that 
he was impressed by her audacious 
spirit and her inherent dignity. In 1952, 
after Mrs. Abernathy finished her B.S. 
in business education at Tennessee 
State University, she and Dr. Ralph 
Abernathy were married. 

Mrs. and Reverend Abernathy moved 
to Montgomery, Alabama, where she 
became the secretary for the Alabama 
chapter of the NAACP and taught high 
school courses on business education 
while Reverend Abernathy became the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church on 
Ripley Street. 

In 1955, around the family dining 
room table, Mrs. Abernathy wrote a 
business plan for the Montgomery bus 
boycott, a plan that later served as a 
blueprint for the civil rights move-
ment. Meant to last only 1 day, the 
Montgomery bus boycott went on for 
381 days, eventually leading to the 
courts desegregating public transit. 

In retaliation to the success of the 
Montgomery bus boycott, the Aber-
nathy home was bombed. Reverend 
Abernathy was in Atlanta at the time, 
but it was said that Mrs. Abernathy 
and her children only survived because 
the bomb landed off by 2 feet. 

Over the years, Mrs. Abernathy en-
dured terror, harassment, and unbri-
dled hatred from white supremacists in 
her community and beyond. Yet, in the 
face of unimaginable threats, she 
maintained her innate dignity and 
bravery. 

In 1961, Mrs. Abernathy and her hus-
band moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where 

she worked closely with the King fam-
ily to integrate Atlanta’s public 
schools. 

At this same time, understanding the 
link between race and economic in-
equality in this country, Mrs. Aber-
nathy fought to establish a national 
food stamp program for low-income 
families and a national free meal pro-
gram for public schoolchildren. 

A true servant leader, Mrs. 
Abernathy’s brilliant mind, full heart, 
and resilient spirit should remind all of 
us of what constitutes a full and won-
derful life. 

On a personal note, I was honored to 
get to know Mrs. Abernathy during her 
many pilgrimages to my hometown of 
Selma, Alabama, for the annual com-
memoration of Bloody Sunday and the 
Selma to Montgomery marches. 

She was a powerful voice for change 
and a proud product of Alabama’s 
Black Belt who passionately protected 
the legacy of her husband and their 
lifelong work together to advance civil 
rights. 

Mrs. Abernathy graciously encour-
aged me to run for Congress and hon-
ored me with her presence in my home-
town of Selma on election night when 
I won in November 2010. I saw in her 
face that night the pride she felt wit-
nessing the election of Alabama’s first 
Black Congresswoman. I prevailed be-
cause of her personal courage and sac-
rifice that paved the way for future 
generations of Black children like me 
to succeed. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in paying tribute and honor 
to Alabama native Mrs. Juanita Jones 
Abernathy on the passing of this civil 
rights icon and true American heroine, 
whose tremendous efforts helped propel 
our Nation toward a more perfect 
Union. 

f 

SPEAKER’S ACTIONS HAVE 
EMBARRASSED CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. GAETZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, the 
transcript has now been released of the 
phone conversation between President 
Trump and President Zelensky. 

The evidence is clear, unfortunately, 
that the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives has been functionally 
catfished into a politically fatal im-
peachment proceeding based on ru-
mors, based on faulty evidence, and 
based on a bloodlust for the President, 
politically, that does not serve our Na-
tion well. 

Let me give you the high points. 
There is no quid pro quo between Presi-
dent Trump and President Zelensky for 
anything, much less military aid. 
There is no eight times a reference to 
Joe Biden. I think The Wall Street 
Journal will have a good deal of re-
tracting to do today. In fact, President 
Zelensky, himself, identifies the root-
ing out of corruption as the reason for 
his election. 

Early on in the conversation between 
President Trump and President 
Zelensky, President Zelensky says: We, 
here in Ukraine, are trying to drain the 
swamp much in the way you are work-
ing to drain the swamp in the United 
States of America. 

This wasn’t a call about leverage. 
This wasn’t a call about threats. This 
was a mutually appreciative and mutu-
ally laudatory call between two leaders 
who are trying to clean up some of the 
garbage in their respective countries 
that has polluted politics. 

Now, the President does ask for a 
favor from President Zelensky, but the 
favor is on behalf of our Nation. The 
favor we seek is cooperation between 
the Zelensky government and Attorney 
General Bill Barr as we work to deter-
mine what activities in Ukraine may 
have been in any way involved in the 
2016—not 2020, but 2016—efforts to 
interfere with the United States elec-
tion. 

The President even references 
CrowdStrike, attempting to get to the 
bottom of these improper actions, 
which, again, may have emanated from 
Ukraine. John Solomon with The Hill 
has a great deal of reporting on that 
very question. 

Zelensky ran against corruption. 
Thus, it would be only appropriate 
that, in a conversation about that elec-
tion victory, they would discuss and 
reference what are, obviously, mutual 
goals between the United States and 
Ukraine to have the world safer for de-
mocracy. 

The President also mentions Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani. Let me be clear about 
this: Mayor Giuliani has every right to 
go to Ukraine to try to ascertain 
whether or not activities in that coun-
try were harming his client as a result 
of the corrupt connections that may 
have existed between the DNC and 
some elements in Ukraine. 

I feel like we have been here before. 
House Democrats told us it was all 
about collusion. We had to wait for the 
Mueller report. Well, when the Mueller 
report falls flat on collusion, then it is 
all about obstruction of justice. Until 
Robert Mueller testifies and that falls 
flat, then it is all about abuse of power. 
Until the Democrats go to court and 
are unable to make the case in court 
that there has been an abuse of power. 
Now, lo and behold, it is all about 
Ukraine. 

Do you know what? I saw this movie 
as it related to Russia. I didn’t like it 
very much, and I doubt I am going to 
enjoy the cheap Ukrainian knockoff. 

The Speaker has embraced these con-
cerns. I fear that her embrace of im-
peachment does great damage to the 
House of Representatives. There may 
be a time where we have to solemnly 
exercise our impeachment powers be-
cause there is true crime or corruption, 
and the Speaker’s actions have embar-
rassed the United States Congress and 
harm our entire country. 

President Zelensky, in this call, indi-
cates that he will conduct an investiga-
tion into corruption. It is a promise 
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