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Latino population, which she says enables her 
to understand the struggles of immigrant fami-
lies and their desire to make sacrifices to give 
their children better opportunities. 

It is my distinct honor and privilege to recog-
nize three of the many Hispanic Americans in 
Georgia’s Sixth Congressional District who are 
working hard every day to make a difference 
in their communities. As we continue to cele-
brate the observation of Hispanic Heritage 
Month, may we recommit to the spirit of serv-
ice demonstrated by these individuals and the 
many others whose stories have yet to be 
told. On behalf of myself, the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, and the United 
States House of Representatives, I am proud 
to join in the celebration of Hispanic Heritage 
Month. In telling the stories of constituents like 
Gabriel, Maria, and Aixa, we celebrate the 
power of our Hispanic community in Georgia. 
As their representative, I will continue to 
champion their values of strength, service, and 
patriotism every day. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
DUMPLING DAY 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor National Dumpling Day. Na-
tional Dumpling Day was inaugurated back in 
2015 in Brooklyn, NY and is now celebrated 
across America every year on September 26. 

Dumplings made their humble beginnings in 
Ancient China, almost 1,800 years ago, where 
they were known as jiaozi. In America, dump-
lings were introduced in the mid-1800s by Chi-
nese laborers building the transcontinental rail-
road. From Korean mandu and Chinese soup 
dumplings, to the Indian samosa and Tibetan 
momo, dumplings have become a world deli-
cacy and bear tremendous cultural signifi-
cance in our Asian Pacific American commu-
nities. Today, families come together across 
our country to the table to wrap, cook and 
enjoy this delightful treasure. 

In the 7th Congressional District of New 
York, we are proud to have CJ TMI Foods, a 
part of CJ America, as one of the country’s 
largest dumpling manufacturers and the found-
er of National Dumpling Day. Since 1989, CJ 
TMI Foods has been a minority-owned busi-
ness, creating fresh and tasty dumplings and 
noodles. The company has grown exponen-
tially over the years by expanding into new fa-
cilities and employing over 400 people. I ad-
mire their trailblazing mission of connecting 
and inspiring individuals of all cultural identi-
ties through exposure to Asian food. 

Dumplings are more than just delicious 
comfort food, they are a bonding experience 
among many of our families. I ask my col-
leagues in the 116th Congress to join me in 
celebrating National Dumpling Day and recog-
nizing the value these ubiquitous and delicious 
pockets of dough carry, unifying neighbors 
and sparking joy. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SENATOR 
ROBERT GRIFFIN AND RECOG-
NIZING HIS INDUCTION INTO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR’S HALL 
OF HONOR 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it’s my 
honor to recognize the life and service of the 
late Senator Robert Griffin on the occasion of 
his induction into the Department of Labor’s 
Hall of Honor. Through a lifetime of unparal-
leled leadership and devotion to the public 
good, Senator Griffin became an indispen-
sable part of the state of Michigan. 

Robert Paul Griffin was born November 6, 
1923, in Detroit, Michigan. The son of an auto 
factory foreman, Griffin spent his youth work-
ing on auto assembly lines. During the Second 
World War, Robert enlisted in the 71st Infantry 
Division of the U.S. Army, where he served 
from 1943 until 1946. Following his military 
service, Robert attended Central Michigan 
University and went on to earn his law degree 
from the University of Michigan in 1950. He 
practiced law in Traverse City until his election 
to the U.S. House of Representatives as the 
Congressman for what was then Michigan’s 
Ninth District in 1956. 

Representative Griffin became a national 
leader in the fight against organized crime and 
union corruption, eventually helping to create 
the Labor Management Reporting and Disclo-
sure Act of 1959—also known as the 
Landrum-Griffin Act. This landmark piece of 
Labor legislation has helped to promote de-
mocracy, weed out corruption, and allow 
members to participate more freely in the af-
fairs of their union. After serving in the House 
for five terms, Griffin was appointed to a va-
cant Senate seat, where he would go on to 
win reelection and serve as the Senate Minor-
ity Whip. Following his time in the Senate, he 
returned to Traverse City to practice law until 
his election to the Michigan Supreme Court in 
1986. He served on the Court until his retire-
ment in 1994. He passed away in 2015 at the 
age of 91. 

In commemoration of the 60th anniversary 
of the Landrum-Griffin Act, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor has inducted Senator Griffin 
and former National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) member Howard Jenkins, Jr., into the 
Department’s Hall of Honor. With his lifetime 
of promoting fair and responsible practices in 
unions, none are more deserving of this honor 
than Senator Griffin. The impact of his life’s 
work on the people of the United States can-
not be overstated. 

Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to recognize 
the incredible life of Senator Robert Griffin and 
his induction into the Department of Labor’s 
Hall of Honor. His family can take great pride 
in knowing that the legacy of this dedicated 
leader will live on for generations to come. 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF INNERCITY STRUGGLE 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate InnerCity Struggle 
on its 25th anniversary of movement building 
on the Eastside of Los Angeles. 

InnerCity Struggle (ICS) was started in 1994 
by a group of parents, youth, and residents in 
Boyle Heights who joined together to find solu-
tions to a crisis in their community. ICS has 
organized young people and families to de-
mand educational justice, an end to the 
school-to-prison pipeline, and college access 
for all. 

A quarter-century later, ICS has built an im-
pressive record of significant policy victories, 
including $940 million in public resources for 
neighborhood schools. It has empowered 
more than 1,200 grassroots leaders who work 
together to engage decision makers and hold 
them accountable. 

In 2004, ICS won its first significant cam-
paign when the Board of Education of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 
agreed to build new Eastside schools for the 
first time in more than 80 years. The 
Eastside’s Roosevelt and Garfield High 
Schools were among the most overcrowded 
schools in the nation. LAUSD ultimately 
opened three new high schools and a new el-
ementary school on the Eastside between 
2009 and 2012. And in 2018, after years of 
ICS demands, the school board agreed to in-
vest $173 million in modernizing the under- 
resourced and neglected Roosevelt High 
School campus. By 2022, the district will have 
transformed the school into a state-of-the-art 
center anchored in college and career prepa-
ration. 

ICS parents and students have also taken 
the stance that all students should be eligible 
to apply to college. In 2005, ICS was part of 
a citywide coalition that helped secure the 
‘‘A–G Life Prep’’ policy, which mandated that 
LAUSD align its graduation requirements with 
California public university eligibility. That year, 
only 44 percent of LAUSD graduates from 
Eastside high schools had A–G college course 
requirements. By 2016, a historic 80 percent 
of Eastside graduates had A–G requirements. 

ICS also recognizes the power of voting to 
shape our communities. That is why the orga-
nization has invested in engaging and mobi-
lizing voters on the Eastside. In all, ICS has 
engaged over 51,000 voters, and registered 
4,000 new ones. 

ICS helped form the Brothers, Sons, Selves 
Coalition in 2013. This county-wide coalition 
was formed to end the criminalization of young 
boys and men of color by creating and influ-
encing public policy that invests in young peo-
ple. One of the coalition’s key victories was a 
demand for ending the use of ‘‘willful defi-
ance’’ as grounds for school suspension. The 
‘‘willful defiance’’ category had a long record 
of disproportionately targeting African Amer-
ican and Latinx students, particularly males. 
The LAUSD Board voted to ban ‘‘willful defi-
ance’’ suspensions in favor of restorative jus-
tice interventions, making it the first district in 
the nation to do so. 

In 2014, ICS secured $50 million for the 
construction of comprehensive school-based 
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wellness centers in high-need schools, so 
these schools could play a more important 
role in providing wrap-around supports for 
communities. That same year, ICS joined 
forces with the Advancement Project and 
Community Coalition on a successful cam-
paign which led to LAUSD’s adoption of a res-
olution to equitably distribute new state fund-
ing, called the Local Control Funding Formula, 
to the highest-need schools. The campaign ar-
gued that areas in the Eastside and South LA 
deserved an equitable distribution of funding, 
based on decades of disinvestment that had 
led to higher concentrations of poverty and 
trauma in these areas. 

Earlier this year, ICS moved into a bright 
new era when it opened the InnerCity Struggle 
Youth and Community Center. This permanent 
headquarters will serve as the political hub for 
the Eastside and inspire a new generation of 
leaders to transform their neighborhoods. The 
center will be a place where young people can 
find their voice, and parents can advance 
change. 

On October 3, 2019, InnerCity Struggle will 
commemorate its 25th anniversary, and I will 
be joining more than four hundred supporters 
who are expected to attend their celebration. 
Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in celebrating InnerCity Strug-
gle for being a leading voice for progress on 
the Eastside of Los Angeles and reaching this 
historic milestone. 

f 

FLORIDA 16TH DISTRICT CONGRES-
SIONAL FIRE AND RESCUE AND 
EMS AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Fire and Rescue and EMS 
personnel who have provided distinguished 
service to the people of Florida’s 16th Con-
gressional District. 

As first responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Often times, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘‘the call.’’ 

In 2012, I established the 16th District Con-
gressional Fire and Rescue and EMS Awards 
to honor officers, departments and units for 
outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected this year 
by an independent committee comprised of a 
cross section of current and retired Fire and 
Rescue personnel living in the district: 

Lt. Ryan Anusbigian of the Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue and Captain Thomas 
‘‘Mike’’ Bloski of the Southern Manatee Fire 
Rescue District were chosen to receive the 
Dedication and Professionalism Award. 

Deputy Tyler Ackerman, Deputy Timothy 
Collins and Deputy Brian Hart of the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office were chosen to receive 
the Preservation of Life Associate Service 
Award. 

Donald O’Leary, Retired Commissioner of 
the East Manatee Fire Rescue District and the 
New York City Fire Department was chosen to 
receive the Career Service Award. 

Manatee County EMS Ambulance Strike 
Team 601 was chosen to receive the Unit Ci-
tation Award. This unit is comprised of the fol-
lowing personnel: District Chief Mark Regis, 
Charge Paramedic Richard Johnson, Charge 
Paramedic Erwin Evelyne, Charge Paramedic 
William Cheek, Charge Paramedic Nick 
Horvath, Charge Paramedic Beth Harmount, 
Community Paramedic Earl Kulpa, Paramedic 
Dominick Reale and EMT Justin Woods. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LAWRENCE 
FALIVENA 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Lawrence ‘‘Larry’’ Falivena from 
Apex, NC. Two years ago, Larry was diag-
nosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS). Following this news, Larry has fiercely 
dedicated his time to his family and the ALS 
community. After speaking with the CEO of 
the ALS Association about how he could make 
a positive and lasting impact for those im-
pacted by the disease, Larry created the ‘‘Iron 
Horse Tour’’. On the tour, Larry, his wife 
Shana, and his two sons, set out to visit all 30 
Major League Baseball parks during one 
baseball season in order to spread national 
awareness and raise funding for research to 
combat ALS. 

On September 8th, Larry attended his thir-
tieth and final game at SunTrust Park in At-
lanta, GA. At each stop along the way, Larry 
met and spoke with several incredible people 
who were also courageously battling the dis-
ease. He shares their stories to spread aware-
ness and encourage others to assist in the 
fight against ALS. Larry has successfully 
raised over $29,000 for ALS research thus far 
and has gained wide-spread attention across 
the nation. Larry’s commitment to helping 
combat the disease and educating others is 
an inspiration to us all. 

Larry represents the best of our nation. He 
is a true role model and I am very proud to 
recognize his efforts and accomplishments. 
Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Larry Falivena. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speak-
er, I was unavoidably detained and missed 
Rollcall No. 544. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 544. 

HONORING ARBOR HOUSING AND 
DEVELOPMENT FOR ITS FIF-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Arbor Housing and Development for 
the fiftieth Anniversary of its founding. 

In 1969, Arbor Housing and Development 
was founded as Steuben Churchpeople 
Against Poverty. The organization began as a 
volunteer driven service offering poverty relief 
services. At that time, the organization had 
eight part-time volunteers focusing on self-help 
housing. 

Arbor Housing and Development has grown 
over the years and has fully embraced a mis-
sion of enhancing the quality of life within its 
community by building independence and cre-
ating housing options. Growing from the small, 
volunteer-based service to an organization 
that has one hundred and twenty full-time em-
ployees, it is evident Arbor Housing and De-
velopment is deserving of recognition. 

Arbor Housing and Development President 
Jeffrey Eaton has been with the organization 
since 2000, and has been greatly involved in 
its success. Under his leadership, the organi-
zation has been involved in the Neighborworks 
program; development of the Gerard Block 
Apartments; the development of the former 
Northside Blodgett site; and many others. 

Arbor Housing and Development serves 
many people over the span of seven counties 
in New York State and has also expanded to 
Northern Pennsylvania, The organization of-
fers residential behavioral health and domestic 
violence services to help people live safety on 
their own, owns nine hundred units of afford-
able housing in three states and also provides 
assistance for renters and home-buyers to 
create a pathway to security and stability for 
housing. 

Given the above, I ask that this Legislative 
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to 
recognize Arbor Housing and Development on 
their fiftieth Anniversary. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BEDFORD 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA SHERIFF 
MIKE BROWN ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. DENVER RIGGLEMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Bedford County, Virginia, 
Sheriff Mike Brown on his retirement. After 
nearly 50 years of service Sheriff Brown will 
retire as the longest serving sheriff in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. In 2017 Sheriff 
Brown was named National Sheriff’s Associa-
tion Sheriff of the year. 

In his time as Sheriff Mike has been a lead-
er in advancing new technology in policing. 
These efforts include creating the Cyber 
SWAT task force. This organization helps 
teach children to identify cybercrimes and 
make sure that they do not fall victim to them. 
Sheriff Brown has also done incredible work in 
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