September 26, 2019

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical
training, or obtain a job;

Whereas a large portion of individuals in
prison have low educational skills, and pris-
oners without educational skills are more
likely to return to prison once released;

Whereas many immigrants in the United
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to
ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy skills necessary to
succeed at home, at work, and in society:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 22
through 28, 2019, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week’ to raise
public awareness about the importance of
adult education, workforce skills, and family
literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls on public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a literate society.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 356—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 4, 2019, AS
“NATIONAL POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY
DISEASE AWARENESS DAY, AND
RAISING AWARENESS AND UN-
DERSTANDING OF POLYCYSTIC
KIDNEY DISEASE

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 356

Whereas designating September 4, 2019, as
‘““National Polycystic Kidney Disease Aware-
ness Day” will raise public awareness and
understanding of polycystic kidney disease,
one of the most prevalent genetic kidney dis-
orders, which affects approximately 500,000
people in the United States;

Whereas National Polycystic Kidney Dis-
ease Awareness Day will help to foster an
understanding of the impact polycystic kid-
ney disease has on individuals and their fam-
ilies;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a pro-
gressive, genetic disorder of the kidneys that
causes damage to the kidneys and the car-
diovascular, endocrine, hepatic, and gastro-
intestinal organ systems;

Whereas polycystic kidney disease affects
the health and finances of people of all ages,
and equally affects people of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and sexes;

Whereas, of the people diagnosed with
polycystic kidney disease, approximately 10
percent have no family history of the dis-
ease, with the disease developing as a spon-
taneous mutation;

Whereas there are very few treatments and
no cure for polycystic kidney disease, which
is one of the 4 leading causes of kidney fail-
ure in the United States;

Whereas 50 percent of individuals with
polycystic kidney disease experience kidney
failure at an average age of 57;

Whereas friends, loved ones, spouses, and
caregivers of individuals with polycystic kid-
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ney disease can assist with the challenges
created by polycystic kidney disease, includ-
ing by helping such individuals maintain a
healthy lifestyle and make regular visits to
their health care providers;

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of
polycystic kidney disease and limited public
awareness of the disease may cause individ-
uals to forego regular visits to their physi-
cians or avoid following the health rec-
ommendations of their doctors, which ex-
perts suggest could help prevent further
complications should kidney failure occur;

Whereas people who have chronic, life-
threatening diseases like polycystic kidney
disease may experience depression;

Whereas the PKD Foundation and its more
than 50 volunteer chapters around the
United States are dedicated to—

(1) conducting research to find treatments
and a cure for polycystic kidney disease;

(2) fostering public awareness and under-
standing of polycystic kidney disease;

(3) educating individuals and their families
about the disease to improve their treatment
and care; and

(4) providing support, including by spon-
soring the annual ‘“Walk for PKD’ to raise
funds for polycystic kidney disease research,
education, advocacy, and awareness; and

Whereas the PKD Foundation is partnering
on September 4, 2019, with sister organiza-
tions in Canada, Australia, and other coun-
tries to increase international awareness of
polycystic kidney disease: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 4, 2019, as ‘‘Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness
Day’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness
Day to raise public awareness and under-
standing of polycystic kidney disease;

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search to find a cure for polycystic kidney
disease; and

(4) encourages all people in the United
States and interested groups to support Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Awareness Day
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties to promote public awareness of poly-
cystic kidney disease and to foster an under-
standing of the impact of the disease on indi-
viduals and their families.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 357—CELE-
BRATING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BIRTH OF MA-
HATMA GANDHI

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. CORNYN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 357

Whereas Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
was born on October 2, 1869, in the modern-
day state of Gujarat, India, and October 2,
2019, represents the 150th anniversary of his
birth;

Whereas, following his admission as a law-
yer to the bar in England, Mohandas Gandhi
moved to South Africa, where he experienced
state-sanctioned racial discrimination first-
hand;

Whereas that experience motivated
Mohandas Gandhi to develop and teach the
concept of ‘‘satyagraha,” meaning ‘‘truth-
force,”” which involves using methods of non-
violent dissent such as civil disobedience in
the face of injustice;

Whereas Mohandas Gandhi would spend
nearly 20 years in South Africa using the
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principles of satyagraha to speak out and or-
ganize against the injustices of racial seg-
regation;

Whereas, in 1919, several years after his re-
turn to India, Mohandas Gandhi called for a
campaign of satyagraha in response to Brit-
ish authorities issuing the Rowlatt Acts;

Whereas Mohandas Gandhi began a dec-
ades-long movement of nonviolent dissent to
gain self-rule for India, including campaigns
to boycott British goods and develop the eco-
nomic independence of India;

Whereas Mohandas Gandhi persisted in his
advocacy for self-rule for India despite mul-
tiple arrests;

Whereas Mohandas Gandhi advocated for
the rights of the lowest classes in India,
whom he renamed the ‘‘Harijans,”” or ‘‘chil-
dren of God,” and thereby spurred reforms
that improved the legal status of those indi-
viduals;

Whereas the vision of Mohandas Gandhi for
India was of a secular and pluralistic home
for people of different religions and back-
grounds;

Whereas the followers of Mohandas Gandhi
named him ‘Mahatma,” meaning ‘‘great
soul” in Sanskrit;

Whereas the nonviolent dissent movement
started by Mahatma Gandhi resulted in India
gaining its independence from the British
Empire;

Whereas the principles of satyagraha in-
spired civil rights leaders and movements
around the world, including Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., in the United States;

Whereas Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said
that the philosophy of nonviolent dissent of
Mahatma Gandhi is ‘‘the only morally and
practically sound method open to oppressed
people in their struggle for freedom’’; and

Whereas the teachings and work of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., continue to inspire countless people
worldwide: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 150th anniversary of the
birth of Mahatma Gandhi;

(2) honors the accomplishments of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the impact of his philos-
ophy of satyagraha, including its influence
on civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and on the civil rights movement
in the United States;

(3) recognizes that the principles of non-
violent dissent in the face of injustice re-
main relevant and necessary today; and

(4) continues to champion the principles of
peaceful protest and nonviolent dissent ad-
vanced by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 26—CALLING FOR AN END
TO THE CONSUMPTION AND
TRADE OF DOG AND CAT MEAT

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. CON. RES. 26

Whereas a bipartisan domestic prohibition
on the consumption or trade of dog and cat
meat was included in section 12515 of the Ag-
riculture Improvement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C.
2160), which was signed into law by the Presi-
dent on December 20, 2018;

Whereas the consumption of dog meat has
occurred throughout the world, primarily in
Asia;

Whereas established markets for dog meat
still exist as of September 2019;

Whereas Humane Society International,
Animals Asia Foundation, and others esti-
mate that 30,000,000 dogs and 10,000,000 cats
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