E1268

America’s environmental crisis has generated
both formal legislation like the Clean Water
Act of 1972 and independent action to trans-
form the severe health hazard into a regional
asset. Thanks to the river's renewed heath
and viability, members of our community have
taken the initiative to commemorate the legacy
of the Ford Hunger March by planning the cre-
ation of a pocket park located at the foot of
the Fort Street Bridge. The new park will
honor our community’s vast history and high-
light the significance of the Rouge River fire
and the Fort Street Bridge for generations of
Michiganders to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the 50th anniversary of the
Rouge River fire and celebrate the ground
breaking of the future Fort Street Bridge Park.
| am grateful for our community’s efforts to en-
sure our history is never forgotten.

HONORING MS. KATHY TEAL

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate the life and legacy of Ms.
Kathy Teal of Greeley, Colorado.

Kathy Teal was an accomplished woman
who always kept the needs of women and
children at heart and fought hard for life. Ms.
Teal dedicated her career to serving teenage
and unwed pregnant mothers, working as a
certified midwife. In the 1980s, Kathy was part
of a group that founded Birthright of Greeley
where she served as a counselor and later as
the organization’s director. She also played an
instrumental role in drafting and advocating for
the law legalizing lay midwifery in the state of
Colorado.

From 2002 until her passing on March 21,
2019, she helped found and was actively in-
volved in the Genesis Project of Northern Col-
orado, a faith-based, nonprofit organization
serving single mothers and their children. She
later served on the Executive Board and the
Advisory Board, continually guiding this orga-
nization with her passion to protect life.

Madam Speaker, | would like to honor Ms.
Kathy Teal for all her contributions to Eastern
Colorado and recognize the profound legacy
that she leaves behind. It is an honor to cele-
brate her impact on our community and state.

CELEBRATING THE 300TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF AMITY TOWNSHIP

HON. DANIEL MEUSER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect and appreciation that | rise today
to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the
Township of Amity, Pennsylvania.

The oldest incorporated township in Berks
County, Amity predates the county itself. Set-
tled by Swedish settlers on land granted by
William Penn in 1701, Amity is home to the
county’s oldest structure, the Mouns Jones
House, which was built in 1716, as well as St.
Gabriel's Church, Berks County’s first orga-
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nized religious congregation. Among Amity’s
other contributions to history is the White
Horse Inn, which served as a gathering place
for officers of the Continental Army during the
American Revolution and was visited by Presi-
dent George Washington in 1793. The Historic
Preservation Trust of Berks County has been
instrumental in preserving Amity’s rich history
as part of Morlatton Village.

Amity’s 300th anniversary has been her-
alded with great celebration. Events com-
memorating the township’s tricentennial have
brought the people of Amity together to recall
and celebrate their longstanding sense of
community that was the foundation of its es-
tablishment 300 years ago. Amity has re-
mained a strong community because it holds
the same values as at its founding.

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth
Congressional District, | ask my colleagues to
join me and the great people who call Amity
home in celebrating 300 years and wishing
them many more years of community and
prosperity.

———

IN RECOGNITON OF DR. RODNEY
ALLEN MORTENSON ON THE EVE
OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the career of Dr. Rodney Allen
Mortenson of Greensboro, North Carolina on
the eve of his retirement.

Dr. Mortenson has practiced sports medi-
cine and orthopedic surgery for nearly five
decades in the Greensboro and Eden areas.
He has been a stalwart of the medical com-
munity, expertly servicing the needs of his pa-
tients while expanding the knowledge within
the orthopedic field more broadly. Through his
service as a faculty clinical professor of ortho-
pedic surgery at the Bowman Gray School of
Medicine and authorship of numerous pub-
lished studies, Dr. Mortenson’s intellectual
contributions to his field and positive impact
on future surgeons have been measurable.

In 1976, Dr. Mortenson founded the Sports
Medicine and Orthopedic Center in Greens-
boro specializing in trauma care, joint function,
and hand and foot surgery. Countless patients
have come to see Dr. Mortenson with serious,
debilitating afflictions and left his office with a
new lease on life.

Dr. Mortenson now steps into a new phase
of life, retirement, with the love and support of
his wife Linda and daughters Ashley, Julie,
and Lindsay. | am beyond grateful for the work
Dr. Mortenson performed in a community that
we both care deeply about, and | wish him
only happiness in the years to come.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
celebrating the career of Dr. Rodney Allen
Mortenson and honoring his service to the city
of Greensboro.

October 11, 2019

RECOGNIZING STU SKAUGE,
TOMMY SPENCER, AND SHANA
THORNTON FOR THEIR INDUC-
TION INTO THE UPPER PENIN-
SULA LABOR HALL OF FAME

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize the lives and service of Stu
Skauge, Tommy Spencer, and Shana Thorn-
ton on the occasion of their induction into the
Upper Peninsula Labor Hall of Fame. Through
a lifetime of unparalleled service and devotion
to the public good, these three leaders have
become indispensable parts of the state of
Michigan.

The U.P. Labor Hall of Fame was estab-
lished in 1993 to recognize unionists who
have made an outstanding contribution to the
cause of worker dignity and workplace fair-
ness. With their lifetimes in service to their fel-
low workers, Shana, Tommy, and Stu are all
clearly deserving of this honor.

Stu Skauge served as a Michigan school
teacher for 33 years. As a member of the
Michigan Education Association (MEA), Stu
served as president-elect, president, and chief
negotiator for his bargaining unit in the Mar-
quette Area Public Schools district for over 25
years. He would go on to become the MEA
UniServ director in Marquette and Alger Coun-
ties for another 10 years before his retirement.
He has remained a dedicated leader in retire-
ment, serving on the Ishpeming City Council
and continuing to be active with the MBA-Re-
tired organization. Stu also served as a Ser-
geant E-5 in the Korean War and is a life
member and former commander of the
Ishpeming VFW.

As a member of the United Steelworkers for
38 years, Tommy Spencer served as a leader,
trainer, and activist for on-the-job health and
safety, eventually becoming the Company
Committee Safety Chairperson. His efforts
were critical in forming the Steelworkers Coali-
tion and establishing the Worker Memorial
Day event—helping to remember workers
killed or injured on the job and continue the
fight for stronger safety and health protections.
Tommy has devoted countless hours to volun-
teer work and public service through organiza-
tions like the Marquette County Labor Council,
the Cliff's Shaft Mining Museum Board, the
Negaunee Township Building and Recreation
Committee, and the Harley Owners Group.

While she started her career as a teacher’s
aide, Shana Thornton quickly found her calling
as a union activist—serving as steward, chap-
ter chair, and local president in her local orga-
nization. Her drive led her to become a Staff
Representative for the American Federation of
State, County, and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) before ultimately serving as the Di-
rector of Field Services for AFSCME Council
25, where she supervised 23 Staff Represent-
atives across the state of Michigan. Shana
was the first and only woman to serve as
President of the Marquette County Labor
Council. She also served at the state-level on
the Michigan AFL-CIO General Board and the
Michigan Labor-Management Council, rep-
resenting the U.P.

Madam Speaker, induction into the U.P.
Labor Hall of Fame is a tremendous honor
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and reflects a lifetime of service towards the
rights and well-being of fellow workers. None
are more deserving of this honor than Stu
Skauge, Tommy Spencer, and Shana Thorn-
ton. Michiganders can take great pride in
knowing the First District is home to such
dedicated leaders. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, | wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-
ICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the American Human
Rights Council. Their exemplary efforts in de-
fending and protecting human rights are wor-
thy of commendation.

The American Human Rights Council
(AHRC) was founded in 2014 as a non-profit
organization committed to protecting, pro-
moting, and defending human rights as de-
fined by the U.S. Constitution and outlined in
the United Nations’ 1948 Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Since its inception, the
AHRC has worked tirelessly with community
leaders and human rights advocacy organiza-
tions to intervene in situations where human
rights are at risk. Through high-level legislative
work, media outreach, and grassroots mobili-
zation, the AHRC strives to protect individuals
whose rights are being violated regardless of
geographical or other boundaries.

The AHRC’s Annual Community Forum and
Dinner Reception exemplifies the council’s
continued commitment to protecting and uplift-
ing human rights worldwide. The 2019 forum
titted “Human Trafficking: Universal Challenge,
Common Responsibility” will focus on the
challenges of human trafficking and generate
awareness of its prevalence on a local, na-
tional, and global scale. Human trafficking
constitutes a serious human rights violation
and must be handled with the upmost care
and concern. Thus, the AHRC strives to use
its platform to educate attendees further on
the impacts of human trafficking and provide
opportunities to learn about ways to combat
this alarming human rights crisis.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the American Human Rights
Council. The AHRC’s meaningful work plays a
crucial role in protecting human rights world-
wide, and we are grateful for the tremendous
dedication to solving the world’s toughest
human rights challenges.

————

HONORING CALFIRE FIRE CAPTAIN
PAUL ROTONDARO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor CalFire Fire Captain Paul Rotondaro.
Mr. Rotondaro served the State of California
during his distinguished career with CalFire,
until he was tragically killed in a head-on colli-
sion while on-duty on October 2nd, 2019.
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Mr. Rotondaro began his career in 2006 as
a Firefighter 1 at the Ahwahnee Firestation in
the Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit of CAL
FIRE. He was promoted to a Firefighter Il in
2011 and in 2012 was promoted to Lieutenant
Fire Apparatus Engineer in the Madera-
Mariposa-Merced Unit then transferred to the
Riverside Unit as a permanent Fire Apparatus
Engineer in 2015. In 2016, Mr. Rotondaro was
made a permanent Fire Captain in the
Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit. In 2018, he
was selected as the Merced County Firefighter
of the Year.

In both his personal and professional life,
Mr. Rotondaro was a lover of the outdoors. He
was an avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed camp-
ing, off-roading, boating, and many more out-
door activities.

Paul is survived by his loving wife Jennifer,
his daughter Kiersten and his son Wyatt Dune.
He is also survived by his father, Vincent
Rotondaro, parents, Michael and Toni
McMillin, his siblings, grandparents and many
family and friends.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life and service of Fire
Captain Paul Rotondaro. His sacrifice in serv-
ice to our community will always be appre-
ciated and remembered. | ask that you join me
and his family in celebrating his great life.

———

HONORING THE WORK OF ELVIRA
RAMOS

HON. JOE NEGUSE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, there are
people in every community who are the gears
that make the entire engine run, and who
make their homes better, stronger and more
interconnected. On the precipice of her retire-
ment, | wish to honor one of those people
from my community, Elvira Ramos. For over a
decade, Elvira served the Community Founda-
tion of Boulder County in grantmaking,
mentorship, and as co-director of the Leader-
ship Fellows Program. We have been blessed
by her service and commitment to all of us,
and now it is our chance to honor her.

An experienced trainer and facilitator, one of
Elvira’s greatest gifts to the Colorado commu-
nity is her willingness to mentor and further
the leadership skills of others, focusing espe-
cially on those from communities that are too
often overlooked. She has led workshops in
board and leadership development, inclusive
leadership, volunteer management and stra-
tegic planning. Elvira convenes thoughtful,
thorough conversations that tackle critical sub-
jects and empower others with knowledge and
expertise which they can pay forward to create
a more just and representative society.

Elvira has made inclusivity and diversity pil-
lars of her work. As an activist and philan-
thropist, she has built beloved and vital local
organizations, ensuring that these organiza-
tions were always reaching outwards and cre-
ating more space at the table. Elvira has
worked to create permanent and positive
change through civic engagement and has
built a foundational legacy upon which new
community leaders will stand. Each of us are
truly fortunate to feel the effects of her life’s
work.
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One of Elvira’s favorite quotes comes from
Lao Tzu: “A leader is best when people barely
know he exists, when his work is done, his
aim fulfilled, they will say: we did it ourselves.”
Though for countless Coloradans Elvira has
emulated this exact form of leadership, kindly
and gently guiding so many of us on a right-
eous path, today | would like to shine a bright
light on her myriad contributions and powerful
influence for good. The Colorado community
wishes Elvira happiness and relaxation in her
retirement, and sends our endless gratitude
for her many contributions.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER
AMBASSADOR TO UKRAINE, WIL-
LIAM GREEN MILLER

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 11, 2019

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
respectful tribute to the gifted, compassionate,
and persevering life of American diplomat Wil-
liam Green Miller, our nation’s second Ambas-
sador to Ukraine following the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991.

A highly trusted advisor and valued friend to
Members of Congress, and the diplomatic and
intelligence communities, Ambassador Miller's
distinguished service to our nation elevated
the possibilities and promise of liberty to peo-
ple living in nations that had never known
freedom.

He dedicated his life at liberty’s edge with
great humility. His steady, unselfish, and tena-
cious nature allowed him to tackle infinitely
complex situations— Iran, the Soviet Union,
Ukraine—and advise ways forward. He never
really retired and remained engaged and in-
sightful during his golden years.

A renaissance man, Ambassador Miller's
career spanned assignment in Iran, staff direc-
tor of the Senate Intelligence Committee, sen-
ior Administrator and professor at Tufts Uni-
versity, chairman of the board of the Kyiv
Mohyla Foundation, and president of the
American Committee on U.S.-Soviet Relations.
Upon leaving Congress, the U.S. Senate rec-
ognized his leadership by passing a special
resolution commending him for “contributions
and for his dedication, loyalty, integrity, and
service.”

Simply, he was exceptional.

It is with deepest condolences that | offer
sympathy to his beautiful wife Suzanne, their
two sons, and extended family at this difficult
time.

May the life he has lived continue to inspire
a new generation of Americans to embrace his
calling to scholarship, service, and patriotic
commitment to liberty’s cause at home and
abroad.

[From the Kyiv Post Sept. 24, 2019]
WILLIAM GREEN MILLER, SECOND US AMBAS-

SADOR TO INDEPENDENT UKRAINE, DIES AT

AGE 88

William Green Miller, who served as U.S.
ambassador to Ukraine in the 1990s as the
euphoria of national independence gave way
to the misery of economic destitution for
many Ukrainians. died in his home in north-
ern Virginia on Sept. 23, according to
friends. He was 88. He served as America’s
second ambassador in Kyiv, from 1993-1998,
and is the first of nine American ambas-
sadors to independent Ukraine to have died.
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