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Tsereteli of Georgia with Secretary 
General Roberto Montella of Italy. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th and the global war on terrorism. 

f 

SKILLSUSA RALLY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the organization SkillsUSA. 

Last month, I had the pleasure of 
joining more than 550 students and ad-
visers from 29 different States at 
SkillsUSA’s annual Washington Lead-
ership Training Institute program, 
which culminated in a rally at the Cap-
itol. 

SkillsUSA is a partnership of stu-
dents, teachers, and industry leaders 
working together to ensure America 
has a skilled workforce that is capable 
of closing our Nation’s skills gap 
through career and technical edu-
cation, otherwise known as CTE. 

There are more than 7 million job 
openings in the United States today. 
Many of these jobs don’t require a 4- 
year college degree, but they do require 
skills-based training in any number of 
fields, including STEM, nursing, infor-
mation technology, cybersecurity, and 
so much more. 

CTE is an investment in learners at 
every stage of life that empowers stu-
dents to take control of their futures 
with valuable training that can lead to 
well-paying and rewarding jobs. 
SkillsUSA is a leader in this move-
ment. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 3 o’clock and 
31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

RECOGNIZING HONG KONG’S BI-
LATERAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 543) recognizing 
Hong Kong’s bilateral relationship 
with the United States, condemning 
the interference of the People’s Repub-
lic of China in Hong Kong’s affairs, and 
supporting the people of Hong Kong’s 
right to protest, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 543 

Whereas the United States-Hong Kong Pol-
icy Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–383) states— 

(1) ‘‘[s]upport for democratization is a fun-
damental principle of United States foreign 
policy’’; 

(2) ‘‘the human rights of the people of Hong 
Kong are of great importance to the United 
States and are directly relevant to United 
States interests in Hong Kong [and] serve as 
a basis for Hong Kong’s continued economic 
prosperity’’; and 

(3) ‘‘Hong Kong must remain sufficiently 
autonomous from the People’s Republic of 
China to justify a different treatment than 
accorded to the People’s Republic of China 
under United States law’’; 

Whereas the United States maintains sub-
stantial economic and political interests in 
Hong Kong, with more than 1,200 United 
States firms operating in the Special Admin-
istrative Region, due largely to Hong Kong’s 
strong business environment, predicated on 
respect for the rule of law and an inde-
pendent judiciary; 

Whereas the United States supports Hong 
Kong’s ‘‘high degree of autonomy’’ promised 
by the Joint Declaration between the Gov-
ernment of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China on the Question of the 
Hong Kong (‘‘Joint Declaration’’ ) in accord-
ance with the ‘‘One Country, Two Systems’’ 
framework through bilateral agreements, 
the promotion of trade and investment, and 
the bolstering of educational, academic, and 
cultural links; 

Whereas the Department of State reported 
in its 2019 Hong Kong Policy Act Report, 
dated March 21, 2019, that the People’s Re-
public of China has carried out a number of 
actions inconsistent with China’s commit-
ments in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (‘‘Basic 
Law’’) and the Joint Declaration, which have 
diminished Hong Kong’s high degree of au-
tonomy; 

Whereas China has increasingly con-
strained Hong Kong’s freedoms in violation 
of the ‘‘One Country, Two Systems’’ frame-
work by, among other actions, supporting 
the restriction of entry into Hong Kong for 
individuals critical of the Communist Party 
of China, instructing to the Hong Kong Gov-
ernment to refuse a United States extra-
dition request in May 2018, and abusing the 
national security rationale to justify inter-
ference with matters related to Hong Kong 
politics and governance; 

Whereas on April 3, 2019, the Government 
of Hong Kong introduced the Fugitive Of-
fenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment) 
Bill 2019 (commonly known as the ‘‘extra-
dition bill’’) that would amend the Fugitive 
Offenders Ordinance by expanding the exist-
ing extradition arrangement to include 
mainland China, allowing for the handover of 
any persons in the territory of Hong Kong, 

residents and non-residents, as well as any 
materials in their possession; 

Whereas the Department of State issued a 
statement on June 9, 2019, warning that the 
lack of procedural protections in the bill 
could negatively impact Hong Kong’s long-
standing protections of human rights, funda-
mental freedoms, and democratic values; 

Whereas on June 9, 2019, as many as 
1,000,000 people protested against the bill, 
and on June 12, 2019, tens of thousands 
staged a protest near the Legislative Council 
building to express opposition to the bill; 

Whereas on June 12, 2019, the Government 
of Hong Kong took advantage of the acts of 
a small group of protesters to classify the 
largely peaceful protest as an unlawful as-
sembly and a ‘‘riot’’, a charge that can result 
in a prison sentence of up to 10 years for 
those who were arrested; 

Whereas the police’s excessive use of force 
on June 12, 2019, as seen in video footage, to 
disperse the protestors, including the use of 
tear gas, bean bag rounds, rubber bullets, ba-
tons, and pepper spray, caused severe inju-
ries to protesters; 

Whereas the excessive use of force fueled 
tensions and contributed to the worsening of 
violence; 

Whereas on June 16, 2019, as many as 
2,000,000 people peacefully gathered in the 
Admiralty district, which is likely the larg-
est protest in Hong Kong’s history; 

Whereas on July 21, 2019, a group alleged to 
be linked to organized crime violently at-
tacked protestors, innocent bystanders, and 
journalists with sticks and metal bars in 
Yuen Long, which resulted in the hos-
pitalization of forty-five people, with one 
person in critical condition; 

Whereas the Hong Kong Police Force have 
been slow to take meaningful action against 
those who attacked the protestors on July 
21, 2019, suggesting the police may be 
complicit in their actions; 

Whereas the protestors’ demands in-
cluded— 

(1) the complete withdrawal of the extra-
dition bill; 

(2) the implementation of universal suf-
frage in the election of the Chief Executive 
and all members the Legislative Council; 

(3) the establishment of an independent 
commission to investigate police conduct 
during the protests; 

(4) the declassification of the protests as a 
riots; and 

(5) the dropping of all charges against per-
sons who participated in any protests; 

Whereas on July 27, 2019, nine people were 
injured when police fired rubber bullets at 
demonstrators in Yuen Long who were pro-
testing the July 21 violent attacks against 
protestors and the lack of a police response 
to them; 

Whereas on July 29, 2019, China’s spokes-
man for the State Council’s Hong Kong and 
Macao Affairs Office issued a statement re-
ferring to the protesters as ‘‘radical ele-
ments committing evil and criminal acts’’; 

Whereas on July 30, 2019, China’s Foreign 
Ministry falsely claimed that the pro-democ-
racy protests are the ‘‘work of the United 
States’’, alleging that American officials 
have interfered in Hong Kong’s internal af-
fairs; 

Whereas the Chinese Communist Party has 
called the protests ‘‘absolutely intolerable’’, 
‘‘terrorism’’, and ‘‘terror atrocities’’, raising 
fears that China may use the People’s Lib-
eration Army or the People’s Armed Police 
to violently suppress the protestors; 

Whereas on August 5, 2019, teachers, avia-
tion workers, finance employees, and civil 
servants went on strike across seven dis-
tricts, the largest citywide strike in decades, 
which evolved into a wave of demonstrations 
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and resulted in the police firing approxi-
mately 800 tear gas rounds to clear the 
protestors, almost as many as were used in 
the previous 8 weeks combined; 

Whereas on August 5, 2019, a mob violently 
attacked demonstrators with sticks and 
metal bars in North Point after the dem-
onstrators were dispersed by police from the 
Admiralty district, and again the police did 
not respond to the ambush; 

Whereas on August 6, 2019, a Chinese Com-
munist Party official threatened the dem-
onstrators by stating, ‘‘those who play with 
fire will perish by it’’, and ‘‘as for their [the 
demonstrators’] punishment, it’s only a mat-
ter of time’’; 

Whereas on August 7, 2019, Chinese state 
media began publishing articles accusing the 
Political Counselor to the United States 
Consulate General in Hong Kong of being ‘‘a 
black hand creating chaos in Hong Kong’’, as 
well as publicly identifying family members 
of the Consulate General staff; 

Whereas on August 11, 2019, Hong Kong po-
lice beat fleeing protesters with batons and 
fired pepper ball rounds at them at close 
range; 

Whereas on August 11, 2019, it was reported 
that a young woman, allegedly a medic, who 
has since become a symbol for the protest 
movement, sustained a serious eye injury 
from a bean-bag round after the police fired 
a projectile into the crowd; 

Whereas on August 18, 2019, as many as 
1,700,000 Hong Kong people attended a peace-
ful rally against police brutality; 

Whereas on August 31, 2019, Hong Kong Po-
lice Force Special Tactical Squad officers 
beat with batons protesters and train pas-
sengers at Prince Edward station; and 

Whereas on September 4, 2019, Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam announced the 
Government would withdraw the extradition 
bill from the Legislative Council’s agenda 
when it reconvenes in October 2019: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) calls on the Government of Hong Kong 
to begin negotiations to address the dem-
onstrators’ remaining demands, which in-
clude— 

(A) the formal withdrawal of the bill from 
the Hong Kong Legislative Council; 

(B) the implementation of universal suf-
frage; 

(C) the establishment of an independent in-
vestigation into police conduct during the 
protests; 

(D) the declassification of the protest as a 
riot; and 

(E) the dropping of all charges against per-
sons arrested during the protests; 

(2) condemns— 
(A) the Hong Kong police’s use of force 

against the demonstrators in ways that are 
inconsistent with international standards for 
the use of such equipment and in violation of 
citizens’ rights to freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly; and 

(B) the Hong Kong Government for toler-
ating the use of violent force against pro-
testers by police; 

(3) calls on the Administration to review 
the appropriateness of sales by United States 
firms of munitions and crowd-control equip-
ment to Hong Kong, to ensure that they are 
not used to repress peaceful protests; 

(4) condemns efforts by the Hong Kong and 
Chinese Governments to characterize the 
protests as ‘‘riots’’ and to falsely accuse the 
United States of orchestrating political in-
stability that they alone created; 

(5) shares the concerns of the people of 
Hong Kong that the Hong Kong Govern-
ment’s proposed amendments to the Fugitive 
Offenders Ordinance, if adopted, would nega-
tively impact the territory’s long-standing 

protections of human rights, fundamental 
freedoms, and democratic values as en-
shrined in the Basic Law and the Sino-Brit-
ish Joint Declaration; 

(6) recognizes that the ‘‘One Country, Two 
Systems’’ framework and the Basic Law re-
quire that Hong Kong is afforded a high de-
gree of autonomy with respect to economic 
and trade matters and the rule of law; 

(7) condemns Chinese state media for tar-
geting staff and family members of the 
United States Consulate General in Hong 
Kong; 

(8) calls on the Government of Hong Kong 
and all governments— 

(A) to protect the rights of freedom of ex-
pression and peaceful assembly; 

(B) to condemn all acts of violence against 
those seeking to further their democratic 
rights; and 

(C) to refrain from the use of violence; and 
(9) calls on the Government of Hong Kong 

and the Government of China to abide by the 
provisions of the Joint Declaration and the 
Basic Law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H. Res. 543. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
The world is watching Hong Kong, 

and Hong Kong is watching the floor of 
the House of Representatives. People 
by the tens of thousands in Hong Kong 
have demonstrated in favor of bills we 
are considering here today. In doing so, 
they have taken great risk to them-
selves and showed tremendous courage. 
The least we could do is pass these 
bills. 

I rise today to speak in favor of these 
bills on Hong Kong. I am proud to co-
sponsor all of the legislation under 
consideration dealing with Hong Kong. 

I want to first focus on a resolution I 
introduced with our colleagues, Mrs. 
WAGNER; Mr. CONNOLLY; and Mr. YOHO, 
the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and 
Nonproliferation, my partner on the 
Asia, the Pacific, and Nonproliferation 
Subcommittee. 

This resolution demonstrates that 
the so-called extradition bill is an in-
fringement on the rights of the people 
of Hong Kong, including their right to 
a high degree of autonomy, autonomy 
that was granted to Hong Kong when 
that city was returned to the control of 
Beijing. 

This resolution also establishes that 
the House of Representatives stands 
with Hong Kong protestors and sup-
ports their five major demands. These 
demands are: 

Complete withdrawal of the extra-
dition bill; 

Universal suffrage in the election of 
the chief executive and all members of 
the Legislative Council; 

The establishment of an independent 
commission to investigate the police’s 
excessive use of force against the 
protestors; 

The changing of the classification so 
these protests are not classified as 
riots and the participants are not clas-
sified as rioters; and, finally, 

Having all charges against the people 
who participate in these protests 
dropped. 

Many of us in Congress and around 
the United States have been inspired 
by the people of Hong Kong standing 
up for their fundamental rights over 
the last few months. One of the pro-
tests brought nearly 25 percent of the 
entire population of Hong Kong into 
the streets. That is simply unprece-
dented. 

It would behoove Beijing to heed the 
protestors’ demands. Sadly, instead of 
recognizing their own role in causing 
these protests, the Chinese Communist 
Party has tried to characterize the 
demonstrations as the handiwork of 
the United States. We categorically re-
ject this assertion. 

These protests were motivated, first 
and foremost, in reaction to the effort 
by the People’s Republic of China and 
the Chinese Communist Party to inter-
fere in the autonomy that was prom-
ised to the people of Hong Kong. These 
protests were motivated by the policies 
of Beijing and the Hong Kong govern-
ment that have increasingly reduced 
the city’s high degree of autonomy. 

The state-run media has even gone so 
far as to accuse a particular State De-
partment official by name of orches-
trating the protests. That is an insult 
to the people of Hong Kong, who speak 
for themselves and act for themselves. 
Moreover, it has put that diplomat and 
her family in danger. This is simply 
unacceptable behavior, and the Stand 
with Hong Kong Resolution criticizes 
this egregious action by the Chinese 
Government. 

Finally, let me reiterate my support 
for the other complementary bills that 
we are considering today on Hong 
Kong. 

The first is the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act of 2019, 
which was introduced by our colleague 
Mr. SMITH, who will be managing time 
on the other side. This legislation will 
amend the Hong Kong Policy Act of 
1992 to account for the changes that 
have taken place over the last 25 years. 

The Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act also conveys to Beijing 
that it cannot undermine the city’s 
freedom while expecting America to 
still give that city preferential trade 
arrangements. 

I am also a strong supporter of Con-
gressman JIM MCGOVERN’s PROTECT 
Hong Kong Act, which would restrict 
U.S. firms’ ability to sell the Hong 
Kong police weapons to use against 
protestors. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield as much time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. YOHO). 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues, Mr. SMITH and Mr. SHER-
MAN, whom I have the pleasure of serv-
ing with on the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and 
Nonproliferation, for raising this im-
portant topic. 

I rise today to bring attention to 
three very important and timely meas-
ures that the House will consider this 
afternoon. These bipartisan measures 
passed out of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee unanimously, and they in-
clude H. Res. 543, by Representative 
SHERMAN; H.R. 3289, by Representative 
SMITH; and H.R. 4270, by Representative 
MCGOVERN. I am proud to say that I am 
a cosponsor of all three. 

Over the past 5 months, mass civilian 
protests in Hong Kong have begun to 
shed light on the deterioration of the 
Chinese Communist Party’s influence 
outside of mainland China. Rising re-
sentment in Hong Kong is not simply a 
result of the ill-fated extradition law 
championed by Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam, but the continued encroachment 
on freedom and liberties by President 
Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Despite the 1997 Sino-British agree-
ment, leaders in Beijing continued 
their high-intensity political pressure 
campaign to subdue dissent within 
Hong Kong, which has emboldened the 
people of Hong Kong to stand up 
against Beijing, but more for freedom. 
This is illustrated by the people of 
Hong Kong raising and waving the 
American flag while burning the Chi-
nese flag. 

The protestors now maintain five de-
mands that Mr. SHERMAN already 
talked about: withdrawal of the extra-
dition bill; drop charges against the 
protestors; launch an investigation 
into the police forces; and universal 
suffrage, which would allow voters to 
directly pick their leaders instead of 
hand-picked leaders of their chief exec-
utive by Beijing. 

As the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and 
Nonproliferation, I have been ex-
tremely outspoken against the contin-
ued deterioration of rights and free-
doms in Hong Kong. The passage of 
these important pieces of legislation 
will send a strong message to President 
Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist 
Party that these abuses will not be tol-
erated by the international commu-
nity. 

Keep in mind that China and Great 
Britain signed this international agree-
ment in 1997, where it stated that Hong 
Kong would be an autonomous region, 
self-ruled, and have an independent ju-
diciary system. Only 22 years into it, 
Xi Jinping has said, as far as he is con-
cerned, that agreement is null and 
void, and so you see the people of Hong 
Kong standing up in protest. Because 
they have experienced freedom and lib-
erty, they are willing to risk their life. 

I just had a group of Hong Kong stu-
dents come in. These are the people 
who are right in the forefront of the 
protests in Hong Kong, and they came 
to our office begging for help from the 
American people, from the American 
Government. 

Now, granted, Hong Kong, we all 
know, is a province of China. But we 
also know there was an agreement, for 
50 years, it was to be autonomously 
ruled with an independent judiciary 
committee that Xi Jinping and the 
Communist Party of China have can-
celed, and I think this is a message for 
all people of the intent of what China 
is doing. 

We, as Members of Congress, have so 
much more that we represent. It is not 
a political body where we fight back 
and forth and discuss different things. 
What we represent here in America is 
what people around the world are will-
ing to risk their life for and to stand 
up, in front of the face of adversity, to 
one of the emerging superpowers of the 
world and say: We do not accept your 
communist authority rule. We want 
you to honor liberty and freedom. 

See, the people of Hong Kong, they 
have experienced freedom and liberties. 
Xi Jinping and the Communist Party 
can’t understand that because they 
have never experienced freedom or lib-
erty. As supposedly the greatest delib-
erative body on the planet, this tran-
scends way beyond what we do here. 

This is standing up for ideals that 
people around the world are willing to 
die for, and it is this body that can 
send a strong message to the Chinese 
Communist Party, to Xi Jinping that 
says we will not let liberties and free-
dom be taken away from people who 
have claimed that, who have known 
that all their life, and that that should 
be honored by those who are trying to 
take it apart. 

Before they want to take it apart, I 
suggest Xi Jinping and the Communist 
Party try freedom and liberty: Try de-
mocracy for a while; you might like it. 

I think these are three very impor-
tant bills that should pass through this 
House unanimously and should pass 
through the Senate to show that we 
stand in solidarity with the folks, our 
friends in Hong Kong; and, if not, if we 
don’t send a strong message, it will em-
bolden China. 

I hope manufacturers and all busi-
nesses around the world that do busi-
ness in Hong Kong are paying atten-
tion to this, because they are the ones 
that are creating a business environ-
ment that feeds China so that they can 
continue these terrible acts of suppres-
sion of liberties and freedoms. I hope 
the business community will say: You 
know what, we stand with the Amer-
ican people. 

It pains me when I see people like the 
NBA or other organizations, corpora-
tions that will bow down to China, and 
they do it for profit. It is time that we 
stand up not just as Americans, but 
people who are the bearers of liberty 
and freedom around the world that the 
rest of the world looks to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL). 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend from New Jersey very 
much for allowing me to speak on the 
subject of Hong Kong today. 

I rise in support of all these bills be-
fore us today, particularly the bill 
from my friend from New Jersey, the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act, and I stand in solidarity with 
all freedom-loving people in Hong 
Kong. 

For more than 4 months, we have 
witnessed Hong Kong citizens peace-
fully protest for the right to live in a 
free and fair political system. 

Over my years, I have traveled to 
Hong Kong and witnessed their innova-
tive spirit and work ethic. In fact, 
Hong Kong was the model for the post- 
World War II growth of the Asian Ti-
gers in their prosperity and innovation. 

b 1545 
In the 1980s, when a proponent of wel-

fare statism queried pro-growth econo-
mist Melvyn B. Krauss: 

‘‘But how many Hong Kongs can the 
world have?’’ 

Dr. Krauss replied, ‘‘As many as the 
world will allow itself.’’ 

Freedom lovers should rally to that 
wisdom. 

This summer, I had the opportunity 
to hear directly from leaders in Hong 
Kong dedicated to religious tolerance 
and democracy as promised in the one 
country, two systems agreement. 

The people of Hong Kong continue to 
wave American flags during their pro-
tests as a symbol for the freedoms that 
they desire. 

Rather than receiving support from 
all over our great land here in this 
country, they have had to witness the 
blatant hypocrisy that we have seen 
from U.S. companies, including the Na-
tional Basketball Association, more 
worried about the bottom line and ret-
ribution from the PRC, rather than 
standing up for the basic human rights 
that we are so blessed with in this 
country and that we advocate for as a 
part of our foreign policy all over this 
globe. 

The free world is looking to us for 
leadership, and that is why I thank the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH), Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr. SHER-
MAN for supporting these legislative ef-
forts on a bipartisan basis, but more 
importantly, supporting the people in 
Hong Kong that they have the right to 
freedom of expression and democratic 
governance guaranteed under that 50- 
year arrangement agreed to in 1997 by 
both—by both, Mr. Speaker—the 
United Kingdom and the People’s Re-
public of China. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support these measures today, and I 
thank their sponsors. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:16 Oct 16, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15OC7.006 H15OCPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8119 October 15, 2019 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume, and I will close. 

Mr. Speaker, several years ago, I 
joined the then chairman of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, Mr. Royce, in 
visiting Hong Kong. We had a chance 
to spend a lot of time with both young 
and more experienced leaders fighting 
for democracy and autonomy for Hong 
Kong. And this has, in fact, been the 
policy of the United States since the 
1992 Hong Kong Policy Act, which es-
tablishes our support for democratiza-
tion as a fundamental principle of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

In recent days, we have seen dem-
onstrators in Hong Kong asking the 
U.S. Congress to pass the three pieces 
of legislation that are before us. The 
protestors want to know if our support 
for democracy is merely rhetorical or 
if we are willing to take action to de-
fend our principles. 

By passing these three bills today, we 
will affirm that the U.S. Congress sup-
ports democracy, human rights, and 
appropriate autonomy for Hong Kong. 

Mr. Speaker, as to all three bills, I 
want to thank Speaker PELOSI and 
Chairman ENGEL and many other col-
leagues for their leadership on this 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, turning to the specifics 
of H. Res. 543, the specific matter be-
fore us at this moment, I want to 
thank my Foreign Affairs Committee 
colleagues for helping to introduce this 
measure, including Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, and Mr. YOHO, who spoke 
just a few minutes ago. 

H. Res. 543 recognizes our country’s 
strong relationship with the people of 
Hong Kong. It is an important measure 
of solidarity at a time when protesters 
are facing police brutality and China is 
trying to take away the autonomy that 
it promised. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 543, a resolution 
‘‘Recognizing Hong Kong’s bilateral relation-
ship with the United States, condemning the 
interference of the People’s Republic of China 
in Hong Kong’s affairs, and supporting the 
people of Hong Kong’s right to protest.’’ 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, I support H. Res. 543 
because it calls on the Hong Kong govern-
ment to address the protesters’ five demands, 
condemns police brutality against peaceful 
protesters, and condemns efforts to falsely ac-
cuse U.S. diplomats of fueling unrest. 

On June 30, 1997, China resumed the exer-
cise of sovereignty over Hong Kong, ending 
more than 150 years of British colonial rule. 

Hong Kong is a customs territory and eco-
nomic entity separate from the rest of China 
and is able to enter into international agree-
ments on its own behalf in commercial, eco-
nomic, and certain legal matters. 

U.S. policy toward Hong Kong is stated in 
the U.S.-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 and 
grounded in the determination to promote 

Hong Kong’s prosperity, autonomy, and way 
of life. 

The United States maintains substantial 
economic and political interests in Hong Kong. 

The U.S. supports Hong Kong’s autonomy 
under the ‘‘One Country, Two Systems’’ 
framework by concluding and implementing bi-
lateral agreements; promoting trade and in-
vestment; broadening law enforcement co-
operation; bolstering educational, academic, 
and cultural links; supporting high-level visits 
of U.S. officials; and serving the large commu-
nity of U.S. citizens and visitors. 

After 22 years, protests erupted over Carrie 
Lam’s proposal to amend extradition laws to 
allow suspects to be transferred to mainland 
China for trial. 

A few days after proposing the amendment 
to the extradition laws, Carrie Lam suspended 
the proposal, but the protests in Hong Kong 
continue as the people of Hong Kong demand 
the high degree of autonomy promised by the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984. 

It is critical for the United States Congress 
to stand with the women and men advocating 
and speaking up for the autonomy and dignity 
of people of Hong Kong. 

I applaud the efforts and sacrifices pro-de-
mocracy activists have made and they should 
know that the United States fully supports their 
desire for freedom and peace, and strongly 
condemns the violent and oppressive tactics 
of the Hong Kong police. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, I support the bi-
lateral relationship between Hong Kong and 
the United States and the promotion of inter-
national peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H. Res. 543 to condemn the 
brutality faced by the people of Hong Kong 
and which poses a strong threat to the demo-
cratic values we work to protect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SHERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 543, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
recognizing Hong Kong’s bilateral rela-
tionship with the United States, con-
demning the People’s Republic of 
China for violating their obligations to 
the people of Hong Kong, and sup-
porting the people of Hong Kong’s right 
to freedom of assembly and peaceful 
protest.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONG KONG HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2019 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3289) to amend the Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3289 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Hong Kong Human Rights and Democ-
racy Act of 2019’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Amendments to the United States- 

Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992. 
Sec. 5. Report on enforcement of United 

States export control and sanc-
tions laws by Hong Kong. 

Sec. 6. Protecting United States interests 
with respect to Hong Kong. 

Sec. 7. Sanctions relating to undermining 
fundamental freedoms and au-
tonomy in Hong Kong. 

Sec. 8. Sanctions reports. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services of 
the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(E) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate. 

(2) CHINA.—The term ‘‘China’’ means the 
People’s Republic of China. 

(3) SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘so-
cial credit system’’ means a system proposed 
by the Government of China and scheduled 
for implementation by 2020 that would use 
existing financial credit systems, public 
records, online activity, and other tools of 
surveillance to aggregate data on every Chi-
nese citizen and business and use that data 
to monitor, shape, and rate certain financial, 
social, religious, or political behaviors. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reaffirm the principles and objectives 

set forth in the United States-Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–383), 
namely that— 

(A) the United States has ‘‘a strong inter-
est in the continued vitality, prosperity, and 
stability of Hong Kong’’; 

(B) ‘‘[s]upport for democratization is a fun-
damental principle of United States foreign 
policy’’ and therefore ‘‘naturally applies to 
United States policy toward Hong Kong’’; 

(C) ‘‘the human rights of the people of 
Hong Kong are of great importance to the 
United States and are directly relevant to 
United States interests in Hong Kong [and] 
serve as a basis for Hong Kong’s continued 
economic prosperity’’; and 

(D) Hong Kong must remain sufficiently 
autonomous from the People’s Republic of 
China to ‘‘justify treatment under a par-
ticular law of the United States, or any pro-
vision thereof, different from that accorded 
the People’s Republic of China’’; 

(2) to support the high degree of autonomy 
and fundamental rights and freedoms of the 
people of Hong Kong, as enumerated by— 

(A) the Joint Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China on the Ques-
tion of Hong Kong, done at Beijing December 
19, 1984 (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Joint 
Declaration’’); 

(B) the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, done at New York De-
cember 19, 1966; and 
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