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S. RES. 260
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 260, a resolution recognizing the
importance of sustained United States
leadership to accelerating global
progress against maternal and child
malnutrition and supporting the com-
mitment of the United States Agency
for International Development to glob-
al nutrition through the Multi-Sec-
toral Nutrition Strategy.
S. RES. 308
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 308, a resolution call-
ing on the Government of the Russian
Federation to provide evidence or to
release United States citizen Paul
Whelan.
S. RES. 318
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 318, a
resolution to support the Global Fund
to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-
laria, and the Sixth Replenishment.
S. RES. 338
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 338, a
resolution designating the week of Sep-
tember 23 through September 27, 2019,
as ‘““Malnutrition Awareness Week’’.
S. RES. 342
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 342, a resolution expressing
the need for immediate climate action
in response to the report of the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change entitled ‘‘Special Re-
port on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a
Changing Climate’’.
S. RES. 343
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 343, a resolution congratulating
the people of the Czech Republic and
the people of the Slovak Republic on
the 30th anniversary of the Velvet Rev-
olution, the 26th anniversary of the
formation of the Czech Republic and
the Slovak Republic, and the 101st an-
niversary of the declaration of inde-
pendence of Czechoslovakia.
S. RES. 344
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 344, a resolution expressing sup-
port for a credible, inclusive, and
transparent presidential election in Af-
ghanistan on September 28, 2019.
S. RES. 348
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 348, a resolution pro-
claiming the week of September 23
through September 27, 2019, as ‘‘Na-
tional Clean Energy Week’’.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and
Mr. SHATZ):

S. 2597. A bill to require the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to make certain operational mod-
els available to the public, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2597

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Learning
Excellence and Good Examples from New De-
velopers Act of 2019” or the “LEGEND Act of
2019,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
tration’ means the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere and Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

(3) MODEL.—The term ‘‘model”’ means any
numerical model of the Earth’s system or its
components produced by scientists employed
by the Administration.

(4) OPERATIONAL MODEL.—The term ‘‘oper-
ational model” means any model that has an
output used by the Administration for oper-
ational or public service functions.

() OPEN SOURCE CODE.—The term ‘‘open
source code’” means computer code or pro-
gramming language that is available for pub-
lic use or modification.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to support innovation in modeling by
allowing interested stakeholders to have
easy and complete access to the models used
by the Administration; and

(2) to use vetted innovations arising from
access provided under paragraph (1) to im-
prove modeling by the Administration.

SEC. 4. REQUIREMENT TO MAKE CERTAIN OPER-
ATIONAL MODELS AVAILABLE TO
THE PUBLIC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
make available to the public the following:

(1) Current and future operational models
developed by the Administration, in the form
of open source code for a period consistent
with applicable records retention require-
ments.

(2) All Government-owned data, subject to
redistribution rights, associated with such
models and used in operational forecasting
by the Administration, including—

(A) relevant metadata;

(B) data used for current operational fore-
casts; and

(C) a description of intended model out-
puts.
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(b) DISCRETION TO MAKE EXPERIMENTAL OR
DEVELOPMENT MODELS AVAILABLE.—The Ad-
ministrator may make experimental or de-
velopmental models associated with develop-
ment projects funded by the Administration
available to the public as open source code.

(c) PLATFORM.—In carrying out subsections
(a) and (b), the Administrator may use gov-
ernment servers, contracts or agreements
with a private vendor, or any other platform
consistent with the purpose of this Act.

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 102(b)
of the Weather Research Forecasting and In-
novation Act of 2017 (15 U.S.C. 8512(b)) is
amended by redesignating the second para-
graph (4) (as added by section 4(a) of the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law
115-423)) as paragraph (5).

(e) PHASED IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IMMEDIATE EFFECT FOR CERTAIN MOD-
ELS.—For operational models that, as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, meet the
requirements described in paragraph
(5)(E)(ii) of section 102(b) of the Weather Re-
search Forecasting and Innovation Act of
2017 (15 U.S.C. 8512(b)), as redesignated by
subsection (d), the Administrator shall im-
plement the requirements of subsection (a)
as soon as practicable after such date of en-
actment.

(2) NEW MODELS.—For operational models
that meet the requirements described in
paragraph (1) and are created or substan-
tially updated after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall
implement the requirements of subsection
(a) not later than 1 year after such date of
enactment.

SEC. 5. REQUIREMENT TO REVIEW MODELS AND
LEVERAGE INNOVATIONS.

The Administrator shall—

(1) consistent with the mission of the
Earth Prediction Innovation Center, periodi-
cally review innovations and improvements
made by persons outside the Administration
to the operational models made available to
the public under section 4 in order to im-
prove the accuracy and timeliness of fore-
casts of the Administration; and

(2) if the Administrator identifies an inno-
vation for such a model the Administrator
considers suitable, develop and implement a
plan to use the innovation to improve the
model.

SEC. 6. REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
the implementation of this Act that includes
a description of—

(1) how operational models have been made
publicly available as required by section 4(a);

(2) the process of the Administration under
section 5—

(A) for engaging with interested stake-
holders to learn what innovations those
stakeholders have found;

(B) for reviewing those innovations; and

(C) for operationalizing innovations the
Administrator considers suitable.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(1) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 7. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY IN-

TERESTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, the Adminis-
trator may withhold models or data used in
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operational weather forecasting if the Ad-
ministrator determines doing so to be nec-
essary to protect the national security inter-
ests of the United States.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to supersede any
other provision of law governing the protec-
tion of the national security interests of the
United States.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Administration for each of fiscal years
2021 through 2026 such sums may be nec-
essary to carry out this Act.

By Ms. BALDWIN:

S. 2598. A bill to require the payment
of user fees by qualified professional
asset managers seeking an individual
exemption from certain requirements;
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I in-
troduce my legislation today to help
shore up the government’s insurance
plan for these pensions. The Pension
Stability Act would add funding to the
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion’s multiemployer program by im-
posing a fee on financial firms that are
convicted of financial crimes.

This weekend, I was in Endeavor, WI.
I was meeting there with retirees who
meet once a month at the fire station
in order to update one another on the
progress here in Washington. In the
months since the House passed the
Butch Lewis Act, there hasn’t been
much progress to speak of. The Senate
hasn’t taken up the bill, and no other
proposals have been presented. All the
while, retirees and workers in the Cen-
tral States Pension Fund continue to
doubt their retirement security.

If Washington does not act, workers
and retirees face massive cuts to the
pensions they have earned over decades
of hard work. I have come to the floor
many times over these past 3% years to
remind this body about the retirees
who stand to lose 50 percent—some
more than 50 percent—of their pensions
if Washington fails to act. Since then,
nothing has been done, so I am here to,
once again, remind my colleagues that
this is about a promise that must be
kept.

This is about a promise made to Bob
Brockway, who stands to lose more
than half of his monthly pension. Bob
retired in 1999. He has made the trip to
Washington to be a part of the solution
even though Margie, his wife, would
rather he stayed at home. He also orga-
nizes the meetings that are held every
month in Endeavor.

This is about a promise made to
Thomas from Hartland, WI. Thomas is
a T2-year-old retired semitruck driver
and an Army veteran.

He is also a cancer patient, and his
wife has significant medical bills.

Thomas wrote to me this summer. He
said:

I've put many, much-needed home repairs
on hold since this whole mess started. We
have had no vacations or any other extrava-
gances since I retired. We did nothing wrong.
We paid into Central States and somehow
the government dropped the ball.
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This is about a promise made to Don-
ald and his wife Janet in Beaver Dam,
WI. Donald wrote to me to tell me the
following:

After 25 years working at a company where
I earned a pension as part of a wage and ben-
efit package, I retired. I retired four years
ago because my body wouldn’t let me per-
form tasks in the factory that could more
easily be performed in my younger years. My
pension and Social Security allow me to pay
for heat, electricity, food and maintenance
on my home. A 50 percent reduction in my
monthly pension payment would mean we
could no longer afford visiting our children
or grandchildren, buying Christmas and
birthday gifts, or seeing an occasional
movie. And without this pension, I doubt we
could afford the most basic of household ex-
penditures.

This is about a promise made to
Mary in Greenfield, WI. Mary wrote to
tell me the following:

My story is simple. In November 2014, my
husband passed away. In December, I learned
the bad news about my pension. Worrying all
this time has taken its toll. What will I be
able to afford? I will probably have to move.
I need a new car, but that’s on hold. The list
goes on. I am turning 70 in a few days and I
never thought at this age I would have to
worry about how I will survive.

If Washington does not act, we will
be breaking a promise made to 1.5 mil-
lion retirees nationwide. Pension prom-
ises must be kept. So once again I will
say: Washington needs to act, and we
need to do it now.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2600. A bill to promote minimum
State requirements for the prevention
and treatment of concussions caused
by participation in school sports, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2600

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Protecting
Student Athletes from Concussions Act of
2019,

SEC. 2. MINIMUM STATE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—Each State
that receives funds under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and does not meet the re-
quirements described in this section, as of
the date of enactment of this Act, shall, not
later than the last day of the fifth full fiscal
year after the date of enactment of this Act
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘compliance
deadline’’), enact legislation or issue regula-
tions establishing the following minimum
requirements:

(1) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY CONCUSSION
SAFETY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Each local
educational agency in the State, in consulta-
tion with members of the community in
which such agency is located, shall develop
and implement a standard plan for concus-
sion safety and management that—

(A) educates students, parents, and school
personnel about concussions, through activi-
ties such as—
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(i) training school personnel, including
coaches, teachers, athletic trainers, related
services personnel, and school nurses, on
concussion safety and management, includ-
ing training on the prevention, recognition,
and academic consequences of concussions
and response to concussions; and

(ii) using, maintaining, and disseminating
to students and parents—

(I) release forms and other appropriate
forms for reporting and record keeping;

(IT) treatment plans; and

(IIT) prevention and post-injury observa-
tion and monitoring fact sheets about con-
cussion;

(B) encourages supports, where feasible, for
a student recovering from a concussion (re-
gardless of whether or not the concussion oc-
curred during school-sponsored activities,
during school hours, on school property, or
during an athletic activity), such as—

(i) guiding the student in resuming partici-
pation in athletic activity and academic ac-
tivities with the help of a multi-disciplinary
concussion management team, which may
include—

(I) a health care professional, the parents
of such student, a school nurse, relevant re-
lated services personnel, and other relevant
school personnel; and

(IT) an individual who is assigned by a pub-
lic school to oversee and manage the recov-
ery of such student; and

(ii) providing appropriate academic accom-
modations aimed at progressively reintro-
ducing cognitive demands on the student;
and

(C) encourages the use of best practices de-
signed to ensure, with respect to concus-
sions, the uniformity of safety standards,
treatment, and management, such as—

(i) disseminating information on concus-
sion safety and management to the public;
and

(ii) applying uniform best practice stand-
ards for concussion safety and management
to all students enrolled in public schools.

(2) POSTING OF INFORMATION ON CONCUS-
SIONS.—Each public elementary school and
each public secondary school shall post on
school grounds, in a manner that is visible to
students and school personnel, and make
publicly available on the school website, in-
formation on concussions that—

(A) is based on peer-reviewed scientific evi-
dence (such as information made available
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention);

(B) shall include information on—

(i) the risks posed by sustaining a concus-
sion;

(ii) the actions a student should take in re-
sponse to sustaining a concussion, including
the notification of school personnel; and

(iii) the signs and symptoms of a concus-
sion; and

(C) may include information on—

(i) the definition of a concussion;

(ii) the means available to the student to
reduce the incidence or recurrence of a con-
cussion; and

(iii) the effects of a concussion on aca-
demic learning and performance.

(3) RESPONSE TO CONCUSSION.—If an indi-
vidual designated from among school per-
sonnel for purposes of this Act, one of whom
must be in attendance at every school-spon-
sored activity, suspects that a student has
sustained a concussion (regardless of wheth-
er or not the concussion occurred during
school-sponsored activities, during school
hours, on school property, or during an ath-
letic activity)—

(A) the student shall be—

(i) immediately removed from participa-
tion in a school-sponsored athletic activity;
and



October 15, 2019

(ii) prohibited from returning to partici-
pate in a school-sponsored athletic activity
on the day that student is removed from
such participation; and

(B) the designated individual shall report
to the parent or guardian of such student—

(i) any information that the designated
school employee is aware of regarding the
date, time, and type of the injury suffered by
such student (regardless of where, when, or
how a concussion may have occurred); and

(ii) any actions taken to treat such stu-
dent.

(4) RETURN TO ATHLETICS.—If a student has
sustained a concussion (regardless of wheth-
er or not the concussion occurred during
school-sponsored activities, during school
hours, on school property, or during an ath-
letic activity), before such student resumes
participation in school-sponsored athletic
activities, the school shall receive a written
release from a health care professional,
that—

(A) states that the student is capable of re-
suming participation in such activities; and

(B) may require the student to follow a
plan designed to aid the student in recov-
ering and resuming participation in such ac-
tivities in a manner that—

(i) is coordinated, as appropriate, with pe-
riods of cognitive and physical rest while
symptoms of a concussion persist; and

(ii) reintroduces cognitive and physical de-
mands on such student on a progressive basis
only as such increases in exertion do not
cause the reemergence or worsening of symp-
toms of a concussion.

(b) NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(1) FIRST YEAR.—If a State described in
subsection (a) fails to comply with sub-
section (a) by the compliance deadline, the
Secretary of Education shall reduce by 5 per-
cent the amount of funds the State receives
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) for
the first fiscal year following the compliance
deadline.

(2) SUCCEEDING YEARS.—If the State fails to
so comply by the last day of any fiscal year
following the compliance deadline, the Sec-
retary of Education shall reduce by 10 per-
cent the amount of funds the State receives
under that Act for the following fiscal year.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—Prior
to reducing any funds that a State receives
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in
accordance with this subsection, the Sec-
retary of Education shall provide a written
notification of the intended reduction of
funds to the State and to the appropriate
committees of Congress.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
affect civil or criminal liability under Fed-
eral or State law.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CONCUSSION.—The term ‘‘concussion’
means a type of mild traumatic brain injury
that—

(A) is caused by a blow, jolt, or motion to
the head or body that causes the brain to
move rapidly in the skull;

(B) disrupts normal brain functioning and
alters the mental state of the individual,
causing the individual to experience—

(i) any period of observed or self-reported—

(I) transient confusion, disorientation, or
impaired consciousness;

(IT) dysfunction of memory around the
time of injury; or

(IIT) loss of consciousness lasting less than
30 minutes; or

(ii) any 1 of 4 types of symptoms, includ-
ing—

(I) physical symptoms, such as headache,
fatigue, or dizziness;
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(IT) cognitive symptoms, such as memory
disturbance or slowed thinking;

(ITI) emotional symptoms, such as irrita-
bility or sadness; or

(IV) difficulty sleeping; and

(C) can occur—

(i) with or without the loss of conscious-
ness; and

(ii) during participation in any organized
sport or recreational activity.

(2) HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.—The term
‘“‘health care professional”’—

(A) means an individual who has been
trained in diagnosis and management of con-
cussion in a pediatric population; and

(B) is registered, licensed, certified, or oth-
erwise statutorily recognized by the State to
provide such diagnosis and management.

(3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY; STATE.—
The terms ‘‘local educational agency’ and
‘‘State’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 8101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(4) RELATED SERVICES PERSONNEL.—The
term ‘‘related services personnel’”’ means in-
dividuals who provide related services, as de-
fined under section 602 of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1401).

(5) SCHOOL-SPONSORED ATHLETIC ACTIVITY.—
The term ‘‘school-sponsored athletic activ-
ity means—

(A) any physical education class or pro-
gram of a school;

(B) any athletic activity authorized during
the school day on school grounds that is not
an instructional activity;

(C) any extra-curricular sports team, club,
or league organized by a school on or off
school grounds; and

(D) any recess activity.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a request for one committee to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
October 15, 2019, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct
a closed hearing.

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2019 third
quarter Mass Mailing report is Friday,
October 25, 2019. An electronic option is
available on Webster that will allow
forms to be submitted via a fillable
PDF document. If your office did no

mass mailings during this period,
please submit a form that states
‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations or nega-
tive reports can be submitted elec-
tronically at http:/webster.senate.gov/
secretary/mass mailing form.htm or
delivered to the Senate Office of Public
Records, 232 Hart Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510-7116.

The Senate Office of Public Records
is open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (9:00
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a.m. to 5:00 p.m. when the Senate is not
in session). For further information,
please contact the Senate Office of
Public Records at (202) 224-0322.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 22 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 28, 2019, AS RAIL SAFE-
TY WEEK

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 322.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 322) expressing sup-
port for the designation of the week of Sep-
tember 22 through September 28, 2019, as Rail
Safety Week in the United States, and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Rail Safety
Week to reduce rail-related accidents, fatali-
ties, and injuries.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 23,
2019, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 16, 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, Oc-
tober 16; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Barrett nomination, under
the previous order; finally, that the
Senate recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to
allow for the caucus meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
if there is no further business to come
before the Senate, I ask unanimous
consent that it stand adjourned under
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senator BLACKBURN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Tennessee.
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