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I have a chance to listen every day to
the opinions and the concerns of my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle, as well as on my side of the aisle.

What we concluded, as we were work-
ing on scheduling issues in the Mod-
ernization Committee—because we
have so many young families here,
folks who are trying to balance their
obligations as a mother or a father
with their obligations as a Member of
Congress, and we all know how taxing
that can be.

And one of our witnesses, who has
vast experience trying to work on
House schedules, cautioned us against
believing that you could wave a sched-
uling wand and suddenly create a more
productive institution, that produc-
tivity comes from those relationships,
productivity comes from that sincere
effort to do better.

We are here on financial services
today. I cannot tell you that, in my
time on Capitol Hill, the Committee on
Financial Services is the committee I
would pick out as the single most col-
legial committee on Capitol Hill.

I think back to some of the discus-
sions that have happened over the
years there. It is a committee that
takes on difficult issues and often di-
vides along partisan lines.

We have two Members from Georgia
on the Financial Services Committee,
Mr. Speaker: a gentleman from the
metro Atlanta area (Mr. ScOTT) and a
gentleman from farther west in Geor-
gia (Mr. LOUDERMILK). One is a Repub-
lican. One is a Democrat.

And, odds are, when we get into the
real issues that are really going to
make a difference for families across
the district, they vote the same way.

Whenever I go and try to get into the
meat of a financial services issue, I can
go to what my friends, Mr. SCOoTT and
Mr. LOUDERMILK, are saying. Again, op-
posite sides of the political spectrum,
but a shared goal of trying to serve the
men and women of Georgia as best they
can.

I confess, I don’t have high hopes we
are going to defeat the previous ques-
tion and amend the rule and get back
to focusing on what I would think are
those common goals that we share. But
I have been surprised before. And I
have been surprised in ways that dis-
appoint me, and I have been surprised
in ways that make me proud.

I will just say to my colleagues: If
you are thinking about busting out of
the box a little bit, if you are thinking
about should we do things the same
way we have always done them or
should we try something new, if you
are thinking about it is working great
the way it has been going or thinking
maybe we can improve on it a little
bit, just consider the Woodall amend-
ment to the rule today.

Let’s defeat the previous question;
let’s amend the rule; and then let’s see
if, perhaps, we can break out a new day
of productivity, not based on Repub-
licans and Democrats, but based on
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Americans who are facing real prob-
lems back home and the real solutions
that we are very honored to be able to
work to provide.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I say to my
friend from California, I don’t have any
speakers here. I want to encourage my
friends to defeat that previous ques-
tion. In the absence of defeating the
previous question, Mr. Speaker, I
would ask folks to defeat the rule, give
us a chance to go back up to the Rules
Committee room with these 13 mem-
bers and try to craft something even
better than what we have here today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
friend as well. It is always a pleasure
to hear the gentleman’s words of wis-
dom.

I am reminded of a story that you
will hear if the docent has the time at
Monticello, when somebody asked Jef-
ferson when he first opened: Mr. Jeffer-
son, why do you have a bust of Mr.
Hamilton opposite you? You don’t
agree on anything with Hamilton.

Jefferson said: That is the point.
That is why it is there.

So, I appreciate the comments. I look
forward to further conversations up in
that room.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like
to thank my colleagues—Congress-
woman AXNE, Congressman CASTEN,
and Chairwoman WATERS—for their
leadership on these commonsense bills
to protect American consumers and
workers, and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the
rule and the previous question.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. WOODALL is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 629

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution,
the Committees on the Judiciary, Ways and
Means, Financial Services, Oversight and
Reform, and Foreign Affairs and the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence shall
suspend pursuing matters referred to by the
Speaker in her announcement of September
24, 2019, until such time as bipartisan legisla-
tion to lower prescription drug prices and
limit patients’ out of pocket costs is signed
into law.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

H8157

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

OPPOSING THE DECISION TO END

CERTAIN UNITED STATES EF-
FORTS TO PREVENT TURKISH
MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST
SYRIAN KURDISH FORCES 1IN
NORTHEAST SYRIA

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. T77) opposing the
decision to end certain United States
efforts to prevent Turkish military op-
erations against Syrian Kurdish forces
in Northeast Syria.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. T7

Whereas thousands of Syrian fighters, in-
cluding Syrian Kurds, fought courageously
with the United States against the brutality
of ISIS throughout Syria, liberating nearly
one-third of Syrian territory from ISIS’ so-
called ‘‘caliphate.”’;

Whereas, on October 6, 2019, the White
House announced ‘‘Turkey will soon be mov-
ing forward with its long-planned operation
into Northern Syria’” while the ‘‘United
States Armed Forces will not support or be
involved in the operation, and United States

forces . .. will no longer be in the imme-
diate area.”;
Whereas, on October 6, 2019, the White

House announced ‘‘Turkey will now be re-
sponsible for all ISIS fighters in the area
captured over the past two years . . ..”;

Whereas an October 10, 2019, White House
statement said, ‘‘This morning, Turkey, a
NATO member, invaded Syria. The United
States does not endorse this attack and has
made it clear to Turkey that this operation
is a bad idea.”’;

Whereas Turkey has historically threat-
ened, forcibly displaced, and killed Syrian
Kurds, including during military operations
in the Afrin District;

Whereas, on August 1, 2019, Special Envoy
James Jeffrey stated in reference to the Syr-
ian Kurds and Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), “We are committed to defeating ISIS
in northeast Syria. The SDF . . . is our part-
ner there. We are committed to those who
have fought with us not being attacked and
not being harmed by anyone. The President
made that clear publicly. That includes our
concerns about the Turks.”’;

Whereas in January 2019, Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dan Coats stated in Con-
gressional testimony that ‘“The conflicts in
Iraq and Syria have generated a large pool of
skilled and battle-hardened fighters who re-
main dispersed throughout the region . . .
and the group has returned to its guerilla-
warfare roots while continuing to plot at-
tacks and direct its supporters worldwide.
ISIS is intent on resurging.’’;

Whereas, during the counter-ISIS cam-
paign in Syria, the SDF captured thousands
of ISIS fighters, including foreign terrorist
fighters from around the world who pose
threats to our allies in the region;
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