October 16, 2019

The ONDCP Technical Corrections
Act of 2019 would ensure the integrity
of the performance measurement sys-
tem, help ONDCP hire the best people
to address the addiction crisis, and im-
prove the effectiveness of grant pro-
grams. These corrections would help
ONDCP’s efficient and effective execu-
tion of its mission: preventing, com-
bating, and treating the effects of drug
proliferation throughout our Nation.

I thank the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS), my fellow
Member, for joining me in introducing
this bill and the committee staff on
both sides of the aisle for working dili-
gently to develop and advance it. I look
forward to the House of Representa-
tives passing this bill today.

There is much more to be done to ad-
dress the addiction crisis, and I look
forward to continued work with all of
my colleagues on this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, October 15, 2019.
Hon. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS,
Chair, Committee on Oversight and Reform,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CUMMINGS: I write con-
cerning H.R. 3889, the ‘“‘ONDCP Technical
Corrections Act of 2019,”” which was addition-
ally referred to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

In recognition of the desire to expedite
consideration of H.R. 3889, the Committee on
Energy and Commerce agrees to waive for-
mal consideration of the bill as to provisions
that fall within the Rule Xjurisdiction of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce. The
Committee takes this action with the mu-
tual understanding that we do not waive any
jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation, and that
the Committee will be appropriately con-
sulted and involved as this bill or similar
legislation moves forward so that we may
address any remaining issues within our ju-
risdiction. I also request that you support
my request to name members of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce to any con-
ference committee to consider such provi-
sions.

Finally, I would appreciate the inclusion of
this letter into the Congressional Record
during floor consideration of H.R. 3889.

Sincerely,
FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM,
Washington, DC, October 16, 2019.
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3889, the ONDCP
Technical Corrections Act of 2019. As you
know, the bill was referred primarily to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform with an
additional referral to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

I thank you for allowing the Committee on
Energy and Commerce to be discharged from
further consideration of the bill to expedite
floor consideration. This discharge in no way
affects your jurisdiction over the subject
matter of the bill, and it will not serve as
precedent for future referrals. In addition,
should a conference on the bill be necessary,
I would support your request to have the
Committee on Energy and Commerce rep-
resented on the conference committee.
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I would be pleased to include this letter
and any response in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration to memo-
rialize our understanding.

Sincerely,
EL1JAH E. CUMMINGS,
Chairman.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3889, the ONDCP Technical Corrections
Act of 2019. Simply, this bill makes
technical amendments to a law we
passed last Congress.

We moved quickly last Congress to
reauthorize the Office of National Drug
Control Policy. The reauthorization
was drafted to reinvigorate the office
and give the Trump administration ad-
ditional authorities to address the
opioid crisis.

Last Congress, the Committee on
Oversight and Reform worked across
party lines on a policy solution. Presi-
dent Trump appointed Jim Carroll to
lead that office. The Senate confirmed
his nomination earlier this year.

Since then, Director Carroll has
twice testified before the Committee
on Oversight and Reform about the
good work the administration is doing
to combat the crisis. This bill will help
to further support this administra-
tion’s good work.

I want to congratulate the gentleman
from California (Mr. ROUDA) for his
good work on this bill, and I urge my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RouDA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3889, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PRESIDENTIAL ALLOWANCE
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2019

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1496) to amend the Act of August
25, 1958, commonly known as the
“Former Presidents Act of 1958, with
respect to the monetary allowance pay-
able to a former President, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1496

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Presidential
Allowance Modernization Act of 2019,

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act entitled ‘““‘An Act
to provide retirement, clerical assistants,
and free mailing privileges to former Presi-

H8167

dents of the United States, and for other pur-

poses’’, approved August 25, 1958 (commonly

known as the ‘“‘Former Presidents Act of

1958”’) (3 U.S.C. 102 note), is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“That (a) each’ and insert-
ing the following:

“SECTION 1. FORMER PRESIDENTS LEAVING OF-
FICE BEFORE PRESIDENTIAL AL-
LOWANCE MODERNIZATION ACT OF
2019.

‘“(a) Bach”;

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sec-
tion 3 and adjusting the margin accordingly;
and

(3) by inserting after section 1, as so des-
ignated, the following:

“SEC. 2. FORMER PRESIDENTS LEAVING OFFICE
AFTER PRESIDENTIAL ALLOWANCE
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2019.

‘‘(a) ANNUITIES AND ALLOWANCES.—

‘(1) ANNUITY.—Each modern former Presi-
dent shall be entitled for the remainder of
his or her life to receive from the United
States an annuity at the rate of $200,000 per
year, subject to subsections (b)(2) and (c), to
be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury.

‘(2) ALLOWANCE.—The Administrator of
General Services is authorized to provide
each modern former President a monetary
allowance at the rate of $200,000 per year,
subject to the availability of appropriations
and subsections (b)(2), (¢), and (d).

*“(b) DURATION; FREQUENCY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The annuity and allow-
ance under subsection (a) shall each—

““(A) commence on the day after the date
on which an individual becomes a modern
former President;

‘“(B) terminate on the date on which the
modern former President dies; and

‘(C) be payable on a monthly basis.

‘(2) APPOINTIVE OR ELECTIVE POSITIONS.—
The annuity and allowance under subsection
(a) shall not be payable for any period during
which a modern former President holds an
appointive or elective position in or under
the Federal Government to which is at-
tached a rate of pay other than a nominal
rate.

“(c) COST-OF-LIVING INCREASES.—Effective
December 1 of each year, each annuity and
allowance under subsection (a) that com-
menced before that date shall be increased
by the same percentage by which benefit
amounts under title II of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased, ef-
fective as of that date, as a result of a deter-
mination under section 215(i) of that Act (42
U.S.C. 415(i)).

“(d) LIMITATION ON MONETARY ALLOW-
ANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, the monetary
allowance payable under subsection (a)(2) to
a modern former President for any 12-month
period—

““(A) except as provided in subparagraph
(B), may not exceed the amount by which—

‘(i) the monetary allowance that (but for
this subsection) would otherwise be so pay-
able for such 12-month period, exceeds (if at
all)

‘‘(ii) the applicable reduction amount for
such 12-month period; and

‘(B) shall not be less than the amount de-
termined under paragraph (4).

*“(2) DEFINITION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the term ‘applicable reduction
amount’ means, with respect to any modern
former President and in connection with any
12-month period, the amount by which—

‘(i) the sum of—

“(I) the adjusted gross income (as defined
in section 62 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986) of the modern former President for the
most recent taxable year for which a tax re-
turn is available; and
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“(IT) any interest excluded from the gross
income of the modern former President
under section 103 of such Code for such tax-
able year, exceeds (if at all)

‘‘(ii) $400,000, subject to subparagraph (C).

‘(B) JOINT RETURNS.—In the case of a joint
return, subclauses (I) and (II) of subpara-
graph (A)(i) shall be applied by taking into
account both the amounts properly allocable
to the modern former President and the
amounts properly allocable to the spouse of
the modern former President.

¢“(C) COST-OF-LIVING INCREASES.—The dollar
amount specified in subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall be adjusted at the same time that, and
by the same percentage by which, the mone-
tary allowance of the modern former Presi-
dent is increased under subsection (c) (dis-
regarding this subsection).

“(3) DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENT.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph—

‘(i) the terms ‘return’ and ‘return informa-
tion’ have the meanings given those terms in
section 6103(b) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986; and

‘‘(ii) the term ‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of the Treasury or the Secretary of
the Treasury’s delegate.

‘“(B) REQUIREMENT.—A modern former
President may not receive a monetary allow-
ance under subsection (a)(2) unless the mod-
ern former President discloses to the Sec-
retary, upon the request of the Secretary,
any return or return information of the mod-
ern former President or spouse of the modern
former President that the Secretary deter-
mines is necessary for purposes of calcu-
lating the applicable reduction amount
under paragraph (2) of this subsection.

‘‘(C) CONFIDENTIALITY.—Except as provided
in section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 and notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary may not, with re-
spect to a return or return information dis-
closed to the Secretary under subparagraph
B)—

‘‘(i) disclose the return or return informa-
tion to any entity or person; or

‘“(ii) use the return or return information
for any purpose other than to calculate the
applicable reduction amount under para-
graph (2).

‘“(4) INCREASED COSTS DUE TO SECURITY
NEEDS.—With respect to the monetary allow-
ance that would be payable to a modern
former President under subsection (a)(2) for
any 12-month period but for the limitation
under paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection, the
Administrator of General Services, in coordi-
nation with the Director of the United
States Secret Service, shall determine the
amount of the allowance that is needed to
pay the increased cost of doing business that
is attributable to the security needs of the
modern former President.

‘‘(e) WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS.—The widow or
widower of each modern former President
shall be entitled to receive from the United
States a monetary allowance at a rate of
$100,000 per year (subject to paragraph (4)),
payable monthly by the Secretary of the
Treasury, if such widow or widower shall
waive the right to each other annuity or pen-
sion to which she or he is entitled under any
other Act of Congress. The monetary allow-
ance of such widow or widower—

‘(1) commences on the day after the mod-
ern former President dies;

‘(2) terminates on the last day of the
month before such widow or widower dies;

‘“(3) is not payable for any period during
which such widow or widower holds an ap-
pointive or elective office or position in or
under the Federal Government to which is
attached a rate of pay other than a nominal
rate; and

‘“(4) shall, after its commencement date, be
increased at the same time that, and by the
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same percentage by which, annuities of mod-
ern former Presidents are increased under
subsection (c).

‘(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘modern former President’ means a person—

‘(1) who shall have held the office of Presi-
dent of the United States of America;

‘“(2) whose service in such office shall have
terminated—

‘““(A) other than by removal pursuant to
section 4 of article II of the Constitution of
the United States of America; and

“(B) after the date of enactment of the
Presidential Allowance Modernization Act of
2019; and

“(3) who does not then currently hold such
office.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Former Presidents Act of 1958 is
amended—

(1) in section 1(£)(2), as designated by this
section—

(A) by striking ‘‘terminated other than”’
and inserting the following: ‘‘terminated—

““(A) other than”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) on or before the date of enactment of
the Presidential Allowance Modernization
Act of 2019; and’’; and

(2) in section 3, as redesignated by this sec-
tion—

(A) by inserting after the section enu-
merator the following: ‘‘AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS.”’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘or modern former Presi-
dent” after ‘‘former President’’ each place
that term appears.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act or an amendment
made by this Act shall be construed to af-
fect—

(1) any provision of law relating to the se-
curity or protection of a former President or
modern former President, or a member of the
family of a former President or modern
former President; or

(2) funding, under the Former Presidents
Act of 1958 or any other law, to carry out any
provision of law described in paragraph (1).
SEC. 4. APPLICABILITY.

Section 2 of the Former Presidents Act of
1958, as added by section 2(a)(3) of this Act,
shall not apply to—

(1) any individual who is a former Presi-
dent on the date of enactment of this Act; or

(2) the widow or widower of an individual
described in paragraph (1).

SEC. 5. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion”’ for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1496 would amend
the former President’s Act of 1958 to
cap a former President’s annual pen-
sion at $200,000, indexed to inflation.
The bill also would provide an addi-
tional annual allowance for expenses
that would start at $200,000.

Under this bill, the annual allowance
would be reduced dollar for dollar in in-
stances in which a former President’s
adjusted gross income in a taxable year
exceeds $400,000.

Taxpayers should not have to pay for
a former President’s allowance if the
former President is making a com-
fortable living earning millions of dol-
lars a year, as many former Presidents
do.

This legislation would not affect any
funding for the security and protection
of former Presidents and their spouses.
This legislation would update the pen-
sion amount for surviving spouses of
former Presidents, which has been un-
changed since 1958, by increasing it
from $20,000 to $100,000.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this bill makes
fiscal sense and urge Members to sup-
port it, and I reserve the balance of my
time.
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Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. HICE).

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend from Arizona for
yielding.

I rise in support of H.R. 1496, the
Presidential Allowance Modernization
Act of 2019.

As has already been mentioned, in
1958, Congress passed the Former Presi-
dents Act, and that was at a time pe-
riod where Presidents did not have the
same financial opportunities that they
have today.

Recent former Presidents have
earned millions of dollars after leaving
office from speaking fees, book deals,
and other endeavors. For example,
President Clinton earned more than
$100 million in speaking fees between
2001 and 2013. President George W. Bush
received $10 million for a book deal.
President Obama and the former First
Lady reportedly signed a joint book
deal worth over $65 million.

It is just a fact of the modern Presi-
dency that these financial opportuni-
ties are now available to former Presi-
dents.

Given these financial benefits, it is
no longer necessary to provide the
level of taxpayer-funded support that
was envisioned back in 1958.

So, H.R. 1496 is an important step to
saving taxpayer dollars by amending
the law to reflect the financial reali-
ties of the modern Presidency.

This bill reforms the pension amount
for former Presidents and surviving
spouses. This bill also changes the
amount and the way that additional
benefits to former Presidents are allot-
ted. Currently, former Presidents are
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eligible for benefits paid through an-
nual appropriations for things like of-
fice space and leases, furniture and
supplies, staff salaries, and so forth.

This bill would cut the allowance for
those type of expenses to $200,000 to
each former President. This allowance
will further be reduced, dollar for dol-
lar, based on the former President’s in-
come over $400,000.

So, in this era of massive Federal
deficits, I believe it is important that
our former Presidents lead the Nation
by example in cutting unnecessary
spending.

I want to, again, assure my col-
leagues that this bill does not affect se-
curity in any way.

I want to thank Senator ERNST for a
companion bill in the Senate and, also,
Chairman CUMMINGS and my colleagues
on the other side for supporting this
bill.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield

back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoOUDA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1496, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MARILYN MONROE POST OFFICE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1252) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 65631 Van Nuys Boulevard in
Van Nuys, California, as the ‘“‘Marilyn
Monroe Post Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1252

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MARILYN MONROE POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 6531
Van Nuys Boulevard in Van Nuys, California,
shall be known and designated as the
“Marilyn Monroe Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Marilyn Monroe Post
Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RouUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
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revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
CARDENAS), my fellow Representative.

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Congressman ROUDA for this op-
portunity to speak on the floor.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to be a
Representative of the San Fernando
Valley in the United States House of
Representatives.

I rise today to honor two American
artists: the great Marilyn Monroe and
Ritchie Valens.

I offer these bills, H.R. 12562 and 1253,
today on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives to name the post offices of
Van Nuys and Pacoima, California, in
their honor.

First, I offer H.R. 1252 in celebration
of the talented and legendary Marilyn
Monroe, who has roots in my district.
Marilyn Monroe was born in Los Ange-
les, California, grew up in Van Nuys,
and attended Van Nuys High School.
She grew up poor and bounced around
orphanages as a child.

Back then, the chances of a poor
woman like Marilyn Monroe becoming
a national success and musical legend
was nearly impossible, but she beat the
odds. Despite her turbulent childhood,
Marilyn Monroe found stability and joy
while living in Van Nuys, California.

Her hard work and perseverance led
her to become a timeless, internation-
ally recognized icon.

In a world where many believe
wealth, status, or name determine
one’s destiny, Marilyn Monroe’s story
defies the odds and inspires many oth-
ers to believe they, too, can achieve
very similar success.

Marilyn Monroe showed us that
dreaming big and working hard means
something in America. Marilyn Monroe
went off to become an artist and a
trailblazer, starring in her own movies
and setting records during her singing
career.

It is with great pride that I introduce
this bill to rename the Van Nuys Post
Office in celebration of the life and the
incredible history of Marilyn Monroe.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1252, introduced by Representative
TONY CARDENAS. This bill names the
post office located in Van Nuys, Cali-
fornia, in honor of Marilyn Monroe.

Miss Monroe spent her formative
years in Van Nuys and attended the
high school in the area. The neighbor-
hood held a special place in her heart.

She has said it—Van Nuys—was a
source of joy, as it served as an escape
from her turbulent childhood, and it
was Van Nuys where she was discov-
ered at the local airport. From there,
Marilyn Monroe became one of Amer-
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ica’s most famous and recognizable pop
icons.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoupA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1252.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

——————

RITCHIE VALENS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1253) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 13507 Van Nuys Boulevard in
Pacoima, California, as the ‘Ritchie
Valens Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1253

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RITCHIE VALENS POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 13507
Van Nuys Boulevard in Pacoima, California,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ritch-
ie Valens Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Ritchie Valens Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the

gentleman from California (Mr.
CARDENAS), my fellow Member.
Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, 1

would also like to thank both Rep-
resentatives who are handling the floor
at this moment and paying their prop-
er respects and appropriate comments
on these bills.

Mr. Speaker, I have the honor to rise
today and offer H.R. 12563, which would
designate the post office in Pacoima,
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