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Dr. Andrew Rehfeld, the new presi-

dent of HUC–JIR, is a leading political 
scientist and distinguished Jewish 
communal leader. Dr. Rehfeld’s career 
has bridged both the academic and pro-
fessional worlds as associate professor 
of political science at Washington Uni-
versity and as president and CEO of the 
Jewish Federation of St. Louis. Elected 
on December 18, 2018 by the HUC–JIR 
Board of Governors after a national 
search, he began his tenure on April 1, 
2019, succeeding the late Rabbi Aaron 
Panken. 

Dr. Rehfeld is married to Dr. Miggie 
Greenberg, a board-certified psychia-
trist and director of outpatient psychi-
atry at St. Louis University. They have 
two children: Emma, who is the music 
and T’filah coordinator at Larchmont 
Temple in Larchmont, NY, and Hoben, 
who is an artist currently working in 
St. Louis. 

I salute HUC–JIR on this milestone 
occasion, and I congratulate Dr. 
Rehfeld and wish him all the best.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT OF THE VETO OF S.J. 
RES. 54, A JOINT RESOLUTION 
THAT WOULD TERMINATE THE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES DECLARED IN PROCLA-
MATION 9844 OF FEBRUARY 15, 
2019, PURSUANT TO THE NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCIES ACT RE-
GARDING THE ONGOING CRISIS 
ON THE SOUTHERN BORDER—PM 
32 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States which was ordered to be printed 
in the RECORD, spread in full upon the 
Journal, and held at the desk: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I am returning herewith without my 

approval S.J. Res. 54, a joint resolution 
that would terminate the national 
emergency I declared in Proclamation 
9844 of February 15, 2019, pursuant to 
the National Emergencies Act, regard-
ing the ongoing crisis on our southern 
border. I am doing so for the same rea-
sons I returned an identical resolution, 
H.J. Res. 46, to the House of Represent-
atives without my approval on March 
15, 2019. 

Proclamation 9844 has helped the 
Federal Government address the na-
tional emergency on our southern bor-
der. It has empowered my Administra-
tion’s Government-wide strategy to 
counter large-scale unlawful migration 
and to respond to corresponding hu-
manitarian challenges through focused 

application of every Constitutional and 
statutory authority at our disposal. It 
has also facilitated the military’s on-
going construction of virtually insur-
mountable physical barriers along hun-
dreds of miles of our southern border. 

The southern border, however, con-
tinues to be a major entry point for 
criminals, gang members, and illicit 
narcotics to come into our country. As 
explained in Proclamation 9844, in my 
veto message regarding H.J. Res. 46, 
and in congressional testimony from 
multiple Administration officials, the 
ongoing crisis at the southern border 
threatens core national security inter-
ests. In addition, security challenges at 
the southern border exacerbate an on-
going humanitarian crisis that threat-
ens the well-being of vulnerable popu-
lations, including women and children. 

In short, the situation on our south-
ern border remains a national emer-
gency, and our Armed Forces are still 
needed to help confront it. 

Like H.J. Res. 46, S.J. Res. 54 would 
undermine the Government’s ability to 
address this continuing national emer-
gency. It would, among other things, 
impair the Government’s capacity to 
secure the Nation’s southern borders 
against unlawful entry and to curb the 
trafficking and smuggling that fuels 
the present humanitarian crisis. 

S.J. Res. 54 is also inconsistent with 
other recent congressional actions. For 
example, the Congress, in an over-
whelmingly bipartisan manner, has 
provided emergency resources to ad-
dress the crisis at the southern border. 
Additionally, the Congress has ap-
proved a budget framework that ex-
pressly preserves the emergency au-
thorities my Administration is using 
to address the crisis. 

Proclamation 9844 was neither a new 
nor novel application of executive au-
thority. Rather, it is the sixtieth Presi-
dential invocation of the National 
Emergencies Act of 1976. It relies upon 
the same statutory authority used by 
both of the previous two Presidents to 
undertake more than 18 different mili-
tary construction projects from 2001 
through 2013. And it has withstood ju-
dicial challenge in the Supreme Court. 

Earlier this year, I vetoed H.J. Res. 
46 because it was a dangerous resolu-
tion that would undermine United 
States sovereignty and threaten the 
lives and safety of countless Ameri-
cans. It was, therefore, my duty to re-
turn it to the House of Representatives 
without my approval. It is similarly 
my duty, in order to protect the safety 
and security of our Nation, to return 
S.J. Res. 54 to the Senate without my 
approval. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 15, 2019. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:45 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 95. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to ensure that children of 
homeless veterans are included in the cal-
culation of the amounts of certain per diem 
grants. 

H.R. 1199. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct a study regard-
ing the accessibility of websites of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to individuals 
with disabilities. 

H.R. 2334. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in Odessa, Texas, as the 
‘‘Wilson and Young Medal of Honor VA Clin-
ic’’. 

H.R. 2385. An act to permit the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram to conduct cemetery research and 
produce educational materials for the Vet-
erans Legacy Program. 

H.R. 3289. An act to amend the Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992 and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4270. An act to prohibit commercial 
exports of certain nonlethal crowd control 
items and defense articles and services to the 
Hong Kong Police, and for other purposes. 

At 3:24 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following joint resolution, in which 
it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate: 

H.J. Res. 77. Joint resolution opposing the 
decision to end certain United States efforts 
to prevent Turkish military operations 
against Syrian Kurdish forces in Northeast 
Syria. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 95. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to ensure that children of 
homeless veterans are included in the cal-
culation of the amounts of certain per diem 
grants; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1199. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct a study regard-
ing the accessibility of websites of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to individuals 
with disabilities; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 2334. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in Odessa, Texas, as the 
‘‘Wilson and Young Medal of Honor VA Clin-
ic’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 2385. An act to permit the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram to conduct cemetery research and 
produce educational materials for the Vet-
erans Legacy Program; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 4270. An act to prohibit commercial 
exports of certain nonlethal crowd control 
items and defense articles and services to the 
Hong Kong Police, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 3289. An act to amend the Hong Kong 
Policy Act of 1992, and for other purposes. 
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