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in our democracy, especially when it 
comes to whistleblowers in the intel-
ligence community. They should be 
praised and not demonized or threat-
ened. 

Most recently, we have learned that 
the President allowed his personal at-
torney, Rudy Giuliani, to conduct a 
shadow foreign policy outside of proper 
State Department channels—a foreign 
policy that serves personal interests 
and the President’s personal political 
interests, but not the interests of the 
United States or the American people. 

We have learned that two individuals 
connected to Giuliani have been in-
dicted on charges of violating Federal 
campaign finance laws stemming from 
hidden foreign campaign donations. We 
have learned that a career diplomat 
with an unblemished record was re-
called from Ukraine because she hon-
ored her oath to the Constitution, but 
Trump viewed her as an impediment to 
his foreign policy agenda. 

These are just some of the things we 
have learned in the past few days. 

So what must we do? The answer is 
simple. We must investigate and get all 
the facts, Donald Trump’s unprece-
dented and unjustified refusal to co-
operate notwithstanding. The torrent 
of revelations of serious misconduct re-
lating to foreign interference in our 
elections only underscores the need for 
the House investigation to continue 
unimpeded. 

The Founding Fathers were very con-
cerned about foreign interference in 
America’s democracy. They knew that 
foreign involvement in our politics and 

elections posed a threat to our sov-
ereignty as a new nation. 

In 1787, John Adams wrote: ‘‘As often 
as elections happen, the danger of for-
eign influence recurs.’’ In 1788, Alex-
ander Hamilton warned us that foreign 
powers trying to gain influence in our 
politics would be ‘‘the most deadly ad-
versaries of Republican government.’’ 

The threat of foreign interference in 
our elections is as serious today as it 
was more than 200 years ago. We must 
do all that we can to defend against it, 
and that includes an impeachment in-
quiry into the conduct of the President 
when he admits to soliciting that very 
interference. 

The House of Representatives is 
going to begin a process. If the House 
of Representatives ultimately approves 
articles of impeachment against Don-
ald Trump, the Senate will hold a trial 
and our Members will serve as jurors. 

As a member of the Senate and a po-
tential juror, I will take my job as seri-
ously as any I have ever had in this in-
stitution, and I hope my Republican 
colleagues will do so as well. The 
American people deserve nothing less. 

Leader MCCONNELL and my Repub-
lican colleagues must uphold their 
oaths to the Constitution, put country 
over party, and conduct a fair trial. 
Anything short of that would be a dere-
liction of duty. 

No one should prejudge the case. In-
deed, that is precisely the advice that 
Leader MCCONNELL gave during the 
1998 impeachment proceedings when he 
stated: ‘‘As a potential juror, if it’s se-
rious enough to warrant a potential 

impeachment proceeding, I don’t think 
I ought to prejudge the case.’’ 

We have a constitutional duty to in-
vestigate President Trump’s attempts 
to orchestrate foreign interference in 
our elections, the usage of his office to 
support his personal political goals, 
and how he sought to cover up that ef-
fort. Nothing less than our national se-
curity, the rule of law, and our con-
stitutional order are at stake. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow 
morning. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:11 p.m., 
adjourned until Thursday, October 17, 
2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate October 16, 2019: 

THE JUDICIARY 

DAVID JOHN NOVAK, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT 
OF VIRGINIA. 

RACHEL P. KOVNER, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT 
OF NEW YORK. 

FRANK WILLIAM VOLK, OF WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA. 

CHARLES R. ESKRIDGE III, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
OF TEXAS. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

BARBARA MCCONNELL BARRETT, OF ARIZONA, TO BE 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE. 
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