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United States’ industrial base to produce ge-
neric medicines and antibiotics domestically,
ensuring the readiness of our military forces.
Madam Speaker, | urge all Members to join
us in cosponsoring the “Pharmaceutical Inde-
pendence Long-Term Readiness Reform Act.”

————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE YEMENI AMER-
ICAN BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Yemeni American Benevolent As-
sociation, an outstanding service organization
in Wayne County, Michigan, for its fifty years
of service.

The Yemeni American Benevolent Associa-
tion was founded in 1969 to promote em-
powerment of people, environmental protec-
tion, and respect for cultural diversity. They
have worked to cultivate community leader-
ship, as well as providing education and other
services to the surrounding community. Aside
from language classes, translation services,
and tutoring, the Yemeni American Benevolent
Association has grown its annual scholarship
program to help young people achieve their
dreams of pursuing higher education. The
scholarship program is an amazing achieve-
ment that has provided a pathway to a better
future and encourages young people to give
back to their community.

| ask you to please join me in tribute to the
Yemeni American Benevolent Association as
they celebrate this milestone.

RECOGNIZING THIRTEEN PLANO
ISD PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIA-
TIONS

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate thirteen Plano ISD schools on
receiving the National PTA School of Excel-
lence designation.

This recognition program, created by the
National Parent Teacher Association, works to
support and celebrate partnerships between
PTAs and schools across the nation.

Plano ISD is setting an incredible example,
with a current Parent Teacher Association
membership of more than 16,000 parents.
With the help of their PTA’s, Plano ISD is cul-
tivating crucial relationships between teachers,
parents, and the surrounding community.

Their dedication to improving the learning
environment for students in and outside of the
classroom serves as a crucial reminder of vol-
unteerism and its role in shaping a community.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating these thirteen Plano PTAs on their suc-
cess of putting students first and championing
a quality education.
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PLANO ISD NATIONAL PTA SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Barksdale Elementary PTA, Boggess Ele-
mentary School, Bettye Haun Elementary
School, Gulledge Elementary School, Har-
rington Elementary PTA, Hickey Elementary
School, Huffman Elementary School,
Hughston Elementary School, Mathews Ele-
mentary, Mitchell Elementary School, Pearson
Early Childhood School, Robinson Middle
School, Wyatt Elementary School.

————

RECOGNIZING THE WASHINGTON
BLADE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in recognizing The Washington Blade on
the occasion of its 50th anniversary.

On October 5, 1969, Richard M. Nixon was
President, John W. McCormick was Speaker
of the House, Richard Russell, Jr. was Senate
President pro tempore, Americans were listen-
ing to “Sugar Sugar” by The Archies, and the
91st Congress was in weekend recess. How-
ever, a few LGBTQ Washingtonians read the
first edition of The Gay Blade, created by
Nancy Tucker and Lilli Vincenz.

The Gay Blade survived controversy, epi-
demic and bankruptcy to thrive as America’s
LGBTQ newspaper of record, The Washington
Blade. On October 18, 2019, The Blade cele-
brates its 50th anniversary with a gala at the
Wharf.

Since its inception, The Blade continued as
a monthly one-sheet newsletter until it ex-
panded to four pages in June 1972. By April
1974, it grew to eight legal-sized sheets, and
in July of the following year, The Gay Blade
moved to newsprint.

During the 1970s, The Gay Blade changed
its name to The Blade. Don Michaels became
the editor. Michaels took The Blade out of the
closet by prohibiting pen names, and he in-
creased its frequency to biweekly. By the dec-
ade’s end, the newspaper added “Wash-
ington” to its masthead.

The Washington Blade entered the 1980s
with headline, “Rare, Fatal Pneumonia Hits
Gay Men,” one of the earliest newspaper arti-
cles on the disease that became AIDS. The
Blade promoted Don Michaels to publisher, a
position he held for two decades. By the dec-
ade’s end, the newspaper adopted computer
layout that led to its online edition in 1995.

Window Media, LLC purchased The Blade
in 2001. The paper’s staff unionized, and in
2008, The Blade published the first interview
ever given by a Republican presidential can-
didate to an LGBTQ newspaper. The Blade
grew steadily until November 16, 2009.

That Monday, Window Media filed Chapter
7 bankruptcy. The Blade’s staff found its of-
fices locked. Former staff volunteered to
produce a new publication, DC Agenda, by the
following Friday.

Publisher Lynne Brown, editor Kevin Naff,
sales executive Brian Pitts and other former
Blade staff members pooled their resources to
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form Brown Naff Pitts Omnimedia. This com-
pany published DC Agenda weekly until April
2010, when it acquired The Blade’s assets
from the bankruptcy court. Like a phoenix, The
Washington Blade rose from the ashes on
April 30, 2010.

The Blade remains, for many in our nation’s
capital, including me, a weekly must-read. It
continues, according to The New York Times,
to be “one of the most influential publications
written for a gay audience.”

In closing, | remind the House of Represent-
atives that the 700,000 residents of the District
of Columbia have yet to read, and The Blade,
despite its many scoops and breaking news
stories, has yet to publish the banner “Wash-
ington, D.C. the 51st State.”

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in celebrating The
Washington Blade on the occasion of its 50th
anniversary.

———

HONOR THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF
MR. DON WAFUL

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Don Waful,
who passed away at the age of 103 on Sep-
tember 12, 2019. Mr. Waful was known in
Central New York as a decorated World War
Il veteran, prominent Syracuse University
sports fan, and for his tenure as the President
of the Syracuse Sky Chiefs baseball team.

After graduating from Syracuse University
with a bachelor’'s degree in 1937 and master’s
degree in 1939, Mr. Waful went on to enlist in
the U.S. Army at the onset of World War II. In
the war, Mr. Waful served with the 1st Ar-
mored Division, receiving several commenda-
tions for his service including, the POW
Medal, American Defense Service Medal, Eu-
ropean-African-Middle  Eastern =~ Campaign
Medal, World War Il Victory Medal, and the
Honorable Service Lapel Button. Notably,
while in Tunisia, Mr. Waful and his unit en-
countered a German tank company, which
subsequently took him and his unit prisoner.
Mr. Waful survived as a POW in camps in
ltaly, Poland, and Germany before finally re-
turning home.

Following World War I, Mr. Waful returned
home to Central New York to pursue a career
in insurance and to serve as the President of
the Syracuse Sky Chiefs baseball team. In his
role with the Sky Chiefs, Mr. Waful contributed
to the design and construction of NBT Bank
stadium, which opened in 1997. Along with his
contributions to the Sky Chiefs, Mr. Waful was
known for his unwavering support of Syracuse
University sports. As a lifelong Syracuse Uni-
versity Football fan, Mr. Waful was a mainstay
at home games, missing only three contests
since 1945.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
in the House join me in honoring the life and
legacy of Mr. Don Waful. As a celebrated
member of our Central New York community
and prominent Syracuse sports supporter, Mr.
Waful will be dearly missed. | ask my col-
leagues to keep him and his family in mind as
we remember his life.
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HON. CLAY HIGGINS

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam Speak-
er, | missed votes on October 16 due to ill-
ness. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on Roll Call No. 556, and “yea” on Roll
Call No. 557.

———

HONORING THE 64TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CLARKSVILLE
NAACP

HON. MARK E. GREEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the 64th Anniver-
sary of the Clarksville, Tennessee chapter of
the NAACP.

This local chapter was chartered 64 years
ago in 1955, just as the Civil Rights Movement
was starting to gain momentum throughout the
nation, culminating in 1963 with the March on
Washington and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I
Have A Dream” speech. The leadership of Dr.
King and the NAACP challenged the nation to
live up to its own founding ideals of liberty and
justice for all.

The Clarksville NAACP has continued to
serve the community since its founding, par-
ticularly in its engagement with the young peo-
ple of Clarksville and its support for education.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating the Clarksville branch
of the NAACP for its service to the community
over the past 64 years.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF QUEENS PUBLIC LI-
BRARY, RIDGEWOOD BRANCH

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 90th Anniversary of
Queens Public Library, Ridgewood Branch. |
also rise to thank Friends of the Ridgewood
Library and Principal Librarian Thomas
Maxheimer for their contributions to this cele-
brated anniversary.

Queens Public Library, Ridgewood Branch
opened on October 15, 1929. Not only was
Queens Public Library, Ridgewood Branch the
first library to open in Queens, but also the
first library to be publicly-funded by the City of
New York.

Over the last 90 years, Queens Public Li-
brary, Ridgewood Branch has served as a cor-
nerstone of the Queens community. In one of
the most diverse counties in New York State,
the Library continues to invite individuals of all
ages and ethnicities to learn, research and
discover. In addition, Queens Public Library,
Ridgewood Branch serves the community
through unparalleled accessibility, providing

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

resources for individuals with physical and/or
visual impairments. From children’s story time
to genealogical research tools, the library of-
fers a wide range of programming and learn-
ing opportunities.

| ask my colleagues of the 116th Congress
to join me in celebrating the 90th Anniversary
of the Queens Public Library, Ridgewood
Branch by recognizing its crucial contributions
to the Queens community.

——————

CALLING ATTENTION TO AN IM-

PRESSIVE PROGRAM THAT
ORIGINATED IN POCATELLO,
IDAHO

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 2019 Idaho Career & Tech-
nical Education (ICTE) Special Program
Award recipient, the Construction Combine.

At the Construction Combine, program par-
ticipants learn to demonstrate their construc-
tion skills to builders who are potential em-
ployers. The program recruits local contractors
to teach construction skills to interested high
school students and others, and construction
materials suppliers such as Home Depot gen-
erously provide the necessary supplies and
tools to facilitate building sheds for this two-
day event. The completed sheds are donated
to deserving veterans at no cost.

The Construction Combine is the brain-child
of Mr. Scott Stevens. As a staff member in
Idaho State University’s (ISU) Continuing Edu-
cation and Workforce Training Program
(CEWT), Mr. Stevens recognized the need to
attract more skilled workers to the construction
industry and to increase the housing stock in
order to promote economic growth. He teamed
up with Brad Landon, the Pocatello/Chubbuck
Home Depot Store manager, to execute his vi-
sion—one that helps home builders, veterans
and students. There was extensive additional
support from the surrounding high schools;
local contractors; Gary Salazar, the Director of
ISU’s CEWT; and others in ISU’'s CEWT Pro-
gram.

The first Construction Combine event took
place at the Pocatello/Chubbuck Home Depot
in the Spring of 2018 with 54 participants, pro-
ducing eight sheds. The following year, in
2019, the Construction Combine hosted six
events in Idaho and Oregon with 228 partici-
pants, producing 41 sheds. | am eager to see
the continued growth of this program in years
to come.

Madam Speaker, | would like to join the
ICTE Awards Selection Committee in recog-
nizing the Construction Combine as an inno-
vative solution to the construction and low
housing stock issues associated with Idaho’s
very low unemployment rate and our booming
economy. | would like to recognize ISU’s
CEWT, the Home Depot, and the local con-
tractors for their efforts to make the Construc-
tion Combine a success and to give back to
their communities. Congratulations.
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RECOGNITION OF WOOD COUNTY,
OHIO’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the Bicentennial of Wood County,
Ohio. This Crossroad of America was estab-
lished by the Ohio State Legislature on Feb-
ruary 12, 1820. Wood County has historical
ties to the earliest days of Ohio history, gain-
ing its name from Colonel Eleazer D. Wood,
the planning engineer of Fort Meigs in 1813.

Wood County was once home to the Great
Black Swamp. This made settlement of the
area extremely difficult, but the pioneering
spirit of early residents produced an extensive
system of ditches which drained the swamp
and revealed the rich farmland beneath. There
are still more than 3,000 miles of drainage
ditches keeping the county dry to this day.

The oil and natural gas industries were the
first to enter Wood County in the late 1800s.
This caused a large spike in population as
people migrated to the county in hopes of ob-
taining riches. Wood County currently covers
nearly 620 square miles of land and water
which provides evidence of the rural traditions
and history of the area, while fostering agricul-
tural ingenuity, manufacturing developments,
and educational success.

The celebration of the 200th Anniversary of
Wood County is a meaningful reminder of the
hard work, grit, and pioneering attitude upon
which Wood County, Ohio and the United
States of America were founded. Congratula-
tions to Wood County in celebration of its Bi-
centennial Year.

———

300TH ANNIVERSARY OF
GARRETSON FORGE AND FARM

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Garretson Forge and Farm,
a national historical landmark in Fair Lawn,
New Jersey. This year marks the 300th anni-
versary of the settlement of Garretson in 1719.
Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of the vol-
unteers of Garretson Forge and Farm Res-
toration, Inc., this special property has been
preserved and kept open to the community. In
recognition of Garretson’s anniversary, | would
like to include in the RECORD the poem ‘A Her-
itage to Keep,” by William F. Haywood which
captures the long history of Garretson Forge
and Farm, a Bergen County treasure:

The traffic moves in swifter pace
Around the bend that holds this place
In gentle curves where time has flown
And countless passers it has known.
The silent step of moccasin,

The echoing of forge’s din;

A gangling pine saw all of these,

New homes replacing other trees.

The continental soldier came,

Lone hunter seeking wary game,

A farmer tilling fertile soil

Where the river turns its coil.

So generations came and went
Through seasons ill and fairly spent.
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