H8284

Oversight and Reform Committee and
to see what a national leader he was,
how he fought for the left out and the
locked out.

I also had the opportunity to be with
him on many occasions in Baltimore,
to see how people responded to him,
how they invested in his leadership. We
will miss that dearly.

I was thinking today as I drove from
Baltimore through West Baltimore, the
community he loved, about his fight
for the soul of our democracy, and I
had anxiety about if we can continue
that fight without him. But it occurred
to me that Elijah would not have left
us when he did if he didn’t believe that
we had it within ourselves to finish
that fight.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Elijah for his
inspiration. May his memory be eter-
nal.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE STUDENTS OF
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA INSTI-
TUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the students of the Central Pennsyl-
vania Institute of Science and Tech-
nology in Pleasant Gap, Pennsylvania.

Recently, I had the pleasure of join-
ing several students back in Centre
County for a very special project that
they are working on. It is called
Heroscaping.

The students are building a memorial
at the Centre County Public Safety
Training Center to honor first respond-
ers, particularly those who answered
the call to serve when the World Trade
Center was attacked on 9/11.

The project was recently finished,
and it was an honor to join them when
I was back in my district to help lay
pavers and meet many of the students
involved. One of the students was just
3 months old when the planes crashed
into the Twin Towers. The others had
not been born yet.

That is why projects like these are so
important—to honor the men and
women who rose to the occasion to pro-
tect our Nation and to ensure that the
younger generations never forget their
sacrifices.

——————

INVESTIGATING PRESIDENT
TRUMP AND UKRAINE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this month, three of the House com-
mittees investigating President
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine subpoe-
naed administration officials. They
seek answers as to why President
Trump would purposely withhold crit-
ical military assistance from Ukraine.

Such a request is well within the
committee’s constitutional legislative
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powers. It is also central to estab-
lishing whether President Trump
knowingly withheld military assist-
ance to coerce Ukrainian Government
officials into creating a false narrative
on his political rival, Vice President
Joe Biden.

On October 15, the committees re-
ceived a letter from the Vice President,
the Office of Management and Budget,
and the Department of Defense reject-
ing the House subpoena. One letter
even indicated the administration was
‘“‘unable to comply with your request
for documents at this time.”

Mr. Speaker, this is unconscionable.
As co-chair of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Ukraine Caucus and a senior
member on the House Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee, I am greatly
disheartened that U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions could be put at risk just to ad-
vance and cover up President Trump’s
malfeasance.

America deserves transparency and
truth, and the Trump administration
must work with Congress or face con-
stitutional justice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan). Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

————

HONORING BILL WINKKY

(Mr. REED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to honor Bill Winkky, who recently
celebrated his 80th birthday.

Bill Winkky, son of Mary Emma and
Robert Winkky, was born in Kingston,
New York, on September 29, 1939. In his
80 years of life, he has been a mentor,
a friend, a father, a husband, and an
all-around good man who deserves to
be recognized.

In 1963, Bill married Charlotte
Sommerfield and has remained by her
side for the past 56 years. Bill has such
dedication to his wife and his family
that it is heartwarming to see. Yet his
family is not the only thing he has
been dedicated to over the years.

He was a teacher, dedicating 32%
years to educating and enriching the
lives of the youth he taught. He also
coached several sports, including foot-
ball, wrestling, swimming, and track.
The hours he spent dedicated to young
people were well spent, and he had a
profound impact on his students.

Bill also dedicated time to serving
the people as the town of Veteran su-
pervisor for 10 years, and he continues
to hold this role now.

It is not often you have the pleasure
of meeting a man as dedicated to help-
ing others as Bill Winkky. He is a pil-
lar in the community who has given so
much of himself to our youth through
his coaching and teaching tenure. He
continues to do a great deal as the
town of Veteran supervisor.

I am honored to know him, and I am
equally honored to celebrate his
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achievements and his legacy of hard
work, compassion, and community-
mindedness here today.

Mr. Speaker, given the above, I ask
this legislative body to pause in its de-
liberations and join me to honor Bill
Winkky on his 80th birthday.

Godspeed, Bill, and God bless.

WEST MICHIGAN BLUE RIBBON
AWARD

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate three west Michigan
schools that have recently been recog-
nized for their academic excellence and
high student achievement.

It is an honor to represent Lakewood
Elementary School and Eagle Crest
Charter Academy in Holland, Michi-
gan, and Peach Plains Elementary
School in Grand Haven, which were
each awarded the prestigious Blue Rib-
bon Award by the Department of Edu-
cation.

BEach year, this esteemed recognition
is presented to K-12 schools across the
Nation that show outstanding gains in
student achievement or demonstrate
academic excellence that goes above
and beyond.

In west Michigan, we have a legacy of
offering our children excellent edu-
cational opportunities. These three
schools in Ottawa County join a won-
derful group of west Michigan schools
that have already earned this distinc-
tion in the past.

This award affirms the hard work of
students, educators, families, and en-
tire communities that have dedicated
themselves to creating a learning envi-
ronment where students can thrive and
achieve academic success.

Congratulations to the Eagle Crest
Charter Academy, Lakewood Elemen-
tary School, and Peach Plains Elemen-
tary, and the students, parents, and
staff for their hard work, dedication,
and commitment to improving edu-
cational outcomes in our communities.

CONGRATULATING ELIZABETH
BROWN

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate and thank an ed-
ucator from my district who recently
received a Presidential Award for Ex-
cellence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching from the National Science
Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, Elizabeth Brown of
Brogue in southern York County was a
chemistry, physics, and forensic
science teacher at North Harford High
School in Maryland. As a teacher, Beth
started a Women in Science luncheon
to support young women interested in
careers in science.

Beth currently has left teaching but
is working to help other science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math, or
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STEM, teachers by writing Next Gen-
eration Science Standards curriculum.

Mr. Speaker, I am incredibly thank-
ful for the passion that Beth shared
with her students, instilling in them an
appetite for learning that they will
carry for the rest of their lives.

Congratulations to Ms. Brown on re-
ceiving the Presidential award.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Elizabeth
Brown for her hard work, and I thank
all the teachers across southern York
and Lancaster Counties who do great
work educating our students every day.

———

RECOGNIZING DYSLEXIA
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to bring awareness to dys-
lexia, a learning disability that affects
as many as one in five people.

October is Dyslexia Awareness
Month, which is why I will be intro-
ducing a resolution this week calling
on Congress to formally recognize it.

Those who have dyslexia struggle
with language skills, making reading
significantly more difficult.

While this is a serious problem, it is
a solvable one. If educators identify
dyslexia early on and teach children
proper techniques, students can use
these tools to succeed. Reading is
foundational to education, as we first
learn to read and then read to learn.

Dyslexia affects students equally re-
gardless of intelligence, socioeconomic
status, or gender. Many famous people,
including Albert Einstein, Steve Jobs,
and George Washington, had dyslexia.
They were able to achieve incredible
things despite their learning disabil-
ities.

However, 74 percent of children who
are poor readers in third grade remain
poor readers by the time they reach
ninth grade. This is why, as co-chair of
the bipartisan House Dyslexia Caucus,
I am working to increase awareness. 1
encourage my colleagues to join the
House Dyslexia Caucus so we can en-
sure children with dyslexia have every
opportunity to succeed.

——

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CONGRESS-
MAN ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. HORSFORD) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to anchor this Congressional
Black Caucus Special Order hour, and I
thank our CBC chair, Congresswoman
KAREN BASS, for her leadership in orga-
nizing this effort.

For the next 60 minutes, we want to
pay a special tribute to Congressman
Elijah E. Cummings.

The Congressional Black Caucus, the
entire country, and this institution
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suffered a great loss. As a lifelong ad-
vocate for justice, equality, and the
truth, Congressman Cummings was the
true definition of a leader and public
servant.

To many, Chairman Cummings was a
friend and a mentor, but to the mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Chairman Cummings was family.

Last week, Congress lost a fierce
leader, a tireless champion of the peo-
ple, and my friend, Chairman Elijah
Cummings. It is a sad time for Con-
gress, for Maryland, and, in fact, for
the entire country.
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For the next 60 minutes we will hear
from members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and other colleagues as
we pay tribute to a great man.

Mr. Speaker, I yield, first and fore-
most, to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BASS), chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay special tribute to Congressman
Elijah E. Cummings, a man of great
honor and a giant within the House of
Representatives.

Congressman Cummings was born in
Baltimore on January 18, 1951. He was
one of seven children of Robert and
Ruth Cummings. Although his family

struggled financially, they always
found a way to help others in their
community.

Representative Cummings and his
family, like thousands of other African
Americans, had to face the brutal expe-
rience of the Jim Crow period. When
Representative Cummings was a child,
at 11, he was attacked while trying to
swim in the neighborhood swimming
pool. Racist adults threw rocks and
bottles that resulted in injuries but
left him with a determination to study
law and to become the fighter for so-
cial justice that characterized his life.

He would go on to receive his bach-
elor’s degree in political science from
Howard University, and, while at How-
ard, he served as student government
president. After graduating Phi Beta
Kappa from Howard University, he ob-
tained his law degree from the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Law.

Congressman Cummings practiced
law in Baltimore, and, at the age of 31,
he was elected to the Maryland House
of Delegates, where he served for 14
years and ascended to become the first
African American speaker pro tempore.

In 1996, Congressman Cummings won
a special election to Congress. He im-
mediately demonstrated his leadership
talent and won the respect of his col-
leagues.

In 2003, he was elected as chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus, where he
served with distinction.

In 2011, he was elected by the Demo-
cratic Caucus as the ranking member
of the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form; and, in January of this year, he
became the chair of the committee.

At this difficult time in the history
of our country, we were so fortunate to
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have had Representative Cummings in
the leadership of such an important
and contentious committee. He fought
passionately for the rights of children
separated from their families; he
fought for everyone to have healthcare
and medications that are affordable;
and he fought for everyone to have ac-
cess and the right to vote.

Anyone who attended a committee
hearing could feel his passion. Even if
they disagreed with him, they knew his
passion was based on his belief and a
commitment to fight for justice. The
respect he afforded his opponents dem-
onstrated for everyone to see how to
lead with integrity and humility.

Chairman Cummings once said: “I'm
not trying to do anything extraor-
dinary. I'm trying to do what the Con-
stitution says I'm supposed to do.”

Representative Cummings’ passing is
a loss to the entire Nation, especially
at this moment in history where he
provided for us all an example of true
leadership—leadership for the people,
not leadership for self-advancement.
He provided an example for us all to
emulate.

His memory will forever be in our
hearts and his legacy is secured in his-
tory because, in spite of his word, he
was, in fact, extraordinary.

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chair for her timely remarks
and for her leadership and compassion
for our entire Congressional Black Cau-
cus membership during this very dif-
ficult time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN),
the majority whip.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for leading this Special
Order.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairwoman
of our caucus for giving us somewhat of
a resume of the life of Elijah Cum-
mings.

Most people know that Elijah Cum-
mings’ roots were deep in South Caro-
lina soil. I happen to represent the
county in which his parents were born.
They came north to Baltimore, seeking
a better life for their children. They
were sharecroppers in the county that
gave birth to Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation of Topeka, Kansas.

The interesting thing about the peo-
ple of that community who formed the
movement that spurred a national and,
I dare say, international movement
was the simplicity of their lives and
their aspirations. The Brown case was
not about integrating schools; it was
about getting a schoolbus for their
children.

The people who came together were
people of modest means. The case got
the name of Briggs v. Elliott. Harry
Briggs was an ordinary man working at
a filling station making $23 a week; his
wife, Eliza, making $18 a week as a
chambermaid in a motel. That is the
community that Elijah Cummings’
family left.

He came back to that community
often, and we would talk about it: the
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