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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 3, 2019, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CYBERSECURITY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize October as National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month. 

This month is a collaborative effort 
between government and industry to 
raise awareness about the importance 
of cybersecurity in our increasingly 
technology-driven world. We must em-
phasize the importance of cybersecu-
rity and take proactive steps to en-
hance our security both at home and in 
the workplace. 

That includes making a concerted ef-
fort to train dedicated professionals 
who work to protect citizen privacy, 
consumer data, and e-commerce. 
Training postsecondary students in cy-
bersecurity-related fields of study will 
be an instrumental part in protecting 
data and the flow of sensitive informa-
tion. 

That is why I join my colleague, Con-
gressman JIM LANGEVIN, in introducing 
a bipartisan bill to strengthen cyberse-

curity education in career and tech-
nical education programs. 

H.R. 1592, the Cybersecurity Skills 
Integration Act, directs the Depart-
ment of Education to create a competi-
tive grant program that integrates cy-
bersecurity education into new and es-
tablished postsecondary career and 
technical education programs. This bill 
also requires the Secretary of Edu-
cation to coordinate with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, which 
oversees the defense of our critical in-
frastructure and networks, to promote 
a robust ecosystem of cybersecurity 
education and training. 

We must prepare our next generation 
of learners to have the most sophisti-
cated and comprehensive educational 
programs to protect our Nation’s crit-
ical asset systems and networks. 

Despite the real harm and damage 
that can result from cyberattacks, cy-
bersecurity is rarely covered enough in 
our current workforce development 
programs. That is why, together with 
my friend Congressman LANGEVIN, we 
have introduced this bill to help pro-
tect our sensitive data and critical in-
frastructure from bad actors. 

Madam Speaker, we must continue 
developing a 21st century workforce to 
meet the technical demands our coun-
try is facing now and in the future. 
This includes our cybersecurity. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this bill and for every citizen to learn 
more about protecting their privacy 
and data online during this Cybersecu-
rity Awareness Month. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
ELIJAH CUMMINGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUELLAR). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, as we mourn our dear colleague, 
Elijah Cummings, I rise today to say 

farewell to a good man, a faithful serv-
ant, and a true friend. 

During the past 2 days, much has 
been said about Elijah. His life was 
well documented, although his humil-
ity prevented him from seeking the at-
tention or the limelight, either in life 
or in death. 

I admired and respected Elijah. I 
looked up to him. 

When I was first elected in 1998 to the 
Maryland House of Delegates, Elijah 
was one of the first calls I got. He 
didn’t call to say congratulations, al-
though his kind words meant a great 
deal to me. Rather, he called to tell me 
about my responsibility to the people 
whom I serve. Elijah told me, if you are 
going to be your best, you can only be 
so if you focus your work on empow-
ering the people we serve. 

Years later, when I struggled with 
the decision to run for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, I called Elijah for his advice. 
During our conversation, he didn’t tell 
me what to do. Rather, Elijah chal-
lenged me to do that which best posi-
tioned me to empower the people. 

For Elijah, everything we did was 
about empowering the people we serve. 

In Elijah’s first floor speech delivered 
231⁄2 years ago, after winning a special 
election, he told us that he was on ‘‘a 
mission and a vision to empower peo-
ple, to make people realize that the 
power is within them.’’ 

Elijah, you did your job. You fulfilled 
your mission. 

Elijah was not an ordinary man who 
lived an extraordinary life. No, Elijah 
was an extraordinary man who did ex-
traordinary things during his life, 
things to empower people. 

Raised out of poverty and through 
adversity, he achieved many successes 
despite the odds and the obstacles. The 
son of sharecroppers, he earned not 
only a law degree but received 12 hon-
orary doctoral degrees, all of which 
represent his dedication to empowering 
people. 
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I, like so many in this Chamber, was 

the recipient of Elijah’s generosity. His 
greatest gift to us was the ability to 
challenge all of us to do better and not 
just to accept things as they are. 

Elijah would always say, ‘‘We are 
better than this.’’ He led by example, 
taught us by doing and showing, not 
just talking—although his talk, his 
speech, his quiet advice, and most 
memorably, his powerful oratory were 
truly inspiring and matchless. 

When I ran for Governor, Elijah sup-
ported me. What I will always remem-
ber is not that he stood by my side on 
the stage on the evening of my primary 
election victory, but, rather, that 
months later, he was standing by my 
side late into the night as I experienced 
a difficult general election defeat. 

That was Elijah. His support was un-
wavering, his friendship unconditional, 
and his encouragement uplifting. 

When I successfully ran for Congress, 
Elijah and Maya were there for me and 
Karmen, ready and eager to help us 
prepare for the rigors of Congress. I 
thank both Elijah and Maya from the 
bottom of my heart for always picking 
up the phone, answering my texts, 
lending an ear, and offering a word of 
encouragement, advice, and support. 

Mr. Speaker, Elijah was distin-
guished. He not only mastered the 
science and statecraft of governing, but 
he was also conspicuous in the art of 
understanding and representing his 
constituents, the people of the city of 
Baltimore—their dreams and aspira-
tions, their challenges and frustra-
tions. 

Elijah possessed a keen intellect and 
understanding of government as a vehi-
cle to empower the people. He pos-
sessed a radiant, remarkable passion 
that was both commanding and, when 
necessary, calming, as only Elijah 
could accomplish. 

Whether Elijah was wielding the 
gavel from his elevated positions as 
chairman of the Oversight and Reform 
Committee or when Elijah was wield-
ing a bullhorn on the streets of Balti-
more city, the community that he 
cherished and that adored him, Elijah 
was always leading at the intersection 
of intellect and compassion, bringing 
just the right mix, at the right mo-
ment, to address the right issues, and 
moved us and his people in the right di-
rection. And that direction was always 
toward righteousness. 

History will be kind to Elijah, even 
when others were not, because Elijah 
did his work with kindness and com-
passion, and with moral clarity. 

Mr. Speaker, Elijah closed his floor 
speech in April 1996 with a poem. He 
said: 
I only have a minute, 60 seconds in it. 
Forced upon me, I did not choose it. 
But I know that I must use it, give account 

if I abuse it, suffer if I lose it. 
Only a tiny little minute, but eternity is in 

it. 

Elijah, what you did with the minute 
that God gave you will last an eter-
nity. 

Rest, my dear friend. Rest well. 
f 

OPPOSING UN-AMERICAN 
IMPEACHMENT INVESTIGATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in opposition to the secre-
tive and un-American impeachment in-
vestigation taking place right now in 
the House of Representatives. 

Behind closed doors, our President is 
being tried, tried by my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle using an un-
democratic process that wouldn’t hold 
up in any American court of law. 

Democrats talk about Russian collu-
sion while using Soviet-style investiga-
tive techniques against President 
Trump, denying him due process. 

In fact, one of my Democratic col-
leagues from New York recently said: 
‘‘The President says he is innocent, so 
all we are saying is prove it.’’ 

Really? Mr. Speaker, I spent 41 years 
in law enforcement, and I know a little 
something about due process, and that 
sure isn’t it. 

What is taking place before us is an 
insult to fairness, a mockery of justice, 
and a political witch hunt designed to 
reverse the will of the American voter. 
There were over 62 million people who 
voted for this President. 

The Speaker hasn’t even formally 
held a vote on whether or not this is an 
impeachment inquiry. If this is an im-
peachment inquiry like the Speaker 
says, come to the floor and hold a vote. 

Some have called this process fair be-
cause Republican Members of certain 
committees—only certain commit-
tees—are allowed to be in the room 
during depositions and interviews. 
However, they are not even allowed to 
call witnesses or openly discuss the 
smears that have been selectively 
leaked by the Democrats. 

But this is not about us. It is not 
about the Members of this Congress. It 
is about transparency for the American 
public. The American people deserve to 
know what is going on. 

Let’s recap the last 3 years of search-
ing for a smoking gun that just did not 
exist. 

First, Democrats claimed that Presi-
dent Trump colluded with Russians to 
influence the 2016 election. That was 
the message played every single night 
on television—collusion, collusion, col-
lusion. 

Then, Democrats supported Robert 
Mueller and told him to go find that 
collusion, which, of course, he didn’t. 

So they dragged Robert Mueller into 
a congressional hearing room, and this 
time, they had no problem being open 
and transparent before the cameras. 

But when that failed, I thought the 
dog and pony show was going to be 
over. I had to hope that my colleagues 
on the other side would get this legisla-
tive body back to work for the Amer-
ican public, but, no, here we go again. 

We have a whistleblower with sec-
ondary information, which the only 
way they could do that was to change 
the rule in secret—secret depositions in 
the underbelly of Congress, targeted 
leaks, and rampant speculation. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the House of 
Representatives, not the KGB. It is 
about time my friends on the other 
side of the aisle started acting like it. 
If you actually believe the President 
has committed an impeachable offense, 
why hide the truth from the public? 

If you don’t like this President, you 
will have an opportunity to vote 
against him in November 2020. Until 
then, let’s stop wasting the taxpayers’ 
hard-earned money on frivolous, expen-
sive investigations to nowhere and 
come together to solve America’s prob-
lems. 

f 

b 1015 

STILL I RISE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise, Mr. Speaker. I rise 
today with a heavy heart and tears 
welling in my eyes. 

I rise because how dare the President 
compare lynching to impeachment? 
How dare he do this? 

Does he not know the history of 
lynching in this country? 

Does he not know that thousands of 
African Americans were lynched—mob 
violence? 

Does he not know that this is the 
equivalent of murder? 

How dare the President compare Ar-
ticle II, Section 4 of the Constitution, a 
lawful constitutional process, to mob 
violence and lynching? 

Mr. President, do you not understand 
the history that you are encroaching 
upon? 

If you continue to weaponize racism 
and bigotry, this makes you no better 
than those who were screaming ‘‘blood 
and soil’’ and ‘‘Jews will not replace 
us.’’ It makes you no better than them. 
It makes you no better than those who 
burned crosses. It makes you no better 
than those who wear hoods and white 
robes. 

Do you not understand what you are 
doing to this country? 

More importantly, do we, the Mem-
bers of this Congress, not understand 
how he is denigrating and berating de-
cency in this country? 

At some point, we must say that 
enough is enough. At some point, we 
must move on to impeach. 

Mr. President, I beg that you would 
reconsider your thoughts; but for fear 
that you may not, I will say more of 
this tonight, because I have been prom-
ised 30 minutes, and I will use these 30 
minutes to talk about what you have 
done and to also talk about what I may 
do to continue this impeachment 
movement. 

You are unfit to hold this office. 
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