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it right have prevailed. If that were not 
true,’’ Betty said, ‘‘I would still be a 
slave like my great-grandmother.’’ 

Betty’s colleagues, fans, and friends 
deeply admire her activism, her leader-
ship, and her dedication to social jus-
tice and to America. Her positivity, 
sense of self, and commitment to doing 
what is right and preserving and hon-
oring our past continue to inspire us 
all. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating and celebrating this won-
derful American’s dedicated service 
and in wishing her a speedy recovery 
and good health. Her strong spirit and 
perseverance are an inspiration to us 
all. 

f 

BLOOD CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Blood Can-
cer Awareness Month this past Sep-
tember. 

Including leukemia, non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, Hodgkin’s lymphoma, and 
more, around 14,000 Americans are di-
agnosed with blood cancer types each 
month. 

Although a staggering statistic, doc-
tors and researchers across the globe 
have made significant advances since 
the 1960s. For some blood cancers, sur-
vival rates have more than quadrupled. 

As with any illness, early detection 
is important; so I encourage everyone 
to see their doctor, get a check-up, and 
discuss whether they have had any 
symptoms that could be related to 
blood cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, if you have had bone 
pain, frequent nose bleeds, or tiny red 
spots on your skin, I especially encour-
age you to see a doctor. 

I will continue supporting research-
ers to make further advances in eradi-
cating these diseases. 
NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS 

MONTH 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize October 
2019 as National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month. 

Workplaces that welcome the talents 
of all people, including people with dis-
abilities, are a critical part of our ef-
forts to build an inclusive community 
and a strong economy. 

In the First Congressional District of 
Georgia, I want to especially recognize 
Goodwill Southeast Georgia, which is 
working to raise awareness about dis-
ability employment issues and cele-
brate the many and varied contribu-
tions of people with disabilities. 

Activities they are working on this 
month reinforce the value and talent 
that people with disabilities add to our 
workplaces and communities while af-
firming Goodwill Southeast Georgia’s 
commitment to an inclusive commu-
nity. 

I encourage employers, schools, and 
other community organizations around 

the country to observe this month with 
programs and activities, and to ad-
vance the important message that peo-
ple with disabilities are capable of sur-
passing any obstacle. 

b 1030 
CONGRATULATIONS TO SCOTT ISAACKS 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Scott 
Isaacks for receiving the inaugural 
South Carolina Hospital Association 
Drive to Zero Harm Leadership Award. 

As director and CEO of the Ralph H. 
Johnson VA Medical Center in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, Mr. Isaacks over-
sees 3,100 employees, who are some of 
the best that the VA has to offer. 

The first award of its kind in South 
Carolina, Mr. Isaacks and his VA med-
ical center are being recognized for 
their exceptional work in creating a 
culture of high reliability and elimi-
nating harm from all facets of care. 

This high-quality care is particularly 
important to the First Congressional 
District of Georgia because of the large 
number of veterans using the VA med-
ical center there in Charleston. Our 
veterans are our Nation’s heroes, and 
they deserve the best when they return 
home, which is why I am so proud to 
see Mr. Isaacks working hard to 
achieve this goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. Isaacks for 
his service to our veterans and con-
gratulations on his award. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JAMES W. BOYKIN 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to remember the life of 
Mr. James W. Boykin, who passed away 
at the age of 80 on October 3. 

In Jesup, Georgia, nearly everything 
and everyone seems to have been im-
pacted by Mr. Boykin. 

During his term serving as Wayne 
County commissioner, he was a 
staunch supporter of projects to boost 
recreation activities, and now there is 
even a community lake named in his 
honor. 

He took over his father’s construc-
tion company in 1975 and worked to 
grow the business for over 25 years, 
being largely responsible for its size 
and success today. But whether in busi-
ness, government, church, or simply 
playing sports, Mr. Boykin was always 
well-respected and continuously men-
toring all who knew him. 

Through all of his passion to improve 
his community and the lives of others, 
he never let his four battles with can-
cer ever impact his attitude or dedica-
tion. 

I am proud to have had someone like 
Mr. James Boykin in the First Con-
gressional District of Georgia. His fam-
ily and friends will be in my thoughts 
and prayers during this most difficult 
time. 

f 

STRENGTHEN OUR COUNTRY’S 
DEMOCRACY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. LARSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak on 
strengthening America’s elections and 
the democratic process. 

The task we face is very simple: Con-
gress should secure elections from for-
eign interference and break down bar-
riers that prevent Americans from ac-
cessing the ballot. And the SHIELD 
Act, which Congress will vote on this 
week, protects elections from foreign 
meddling by increasing oversight of 
campaign contacts and online political 
advertising. 

U.S. citizens have a right to be fully 
informed of their ballot box choices 
without concerns of foreign inter-
ference. The 2016 election taught us in 
the United States many lessons as for-
eign governments sought to influence 
the outcome of our election. 

The SHIELD Act builds on lessons 
learned from the 2016 election by cre-
ating an obligation to report contacts 
between campaigns and foreign nation-
als. 

Additionally, the SHIELD Act pre-
sents modern-day solutions for the 
problems of manipulative online polit-
ical advertisements by ensuring the 
same standards applied to other polit-
ical ads will extend to these new adver-
tisements. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will vote on 
the SHIELD Act this week, and I urge 
Members of the House to vote for the 
SHIELD Act to strengthen our coun-
try’s democracy. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 33 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RUIZ) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Marilyn Monroe Harris, 
First Baptist Church of Teaneck, Tea-
neck, New Jersey, offered the following 
prayer: 

O Lord, our God, how excellent is 
Your name in all the Earth. We thank 
You for this day, and we pray for those 
who gather in these hallowed Halls and 
serve the United States of America. We 
pray that You sustain their physical 
bodies and wrap Your arms around 
their loved ones. 

On this day, we ask that Your holy 
presence become manifest. Guide all 
with wisdom and discernment to imple-
ment just and sound policy. Engulf all 
with compassion for humanity and cre-
ation. Infuse our hearts with Your love. 
For it is Your love, O Lord, that is 
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transformational. It is Your love that 
seeks the greater good. It is Your love 
that heals. 

Let us face this day knowing that 
You are with us, and may all that is 
done in this place on this day bring 
You, and You alone, glory and honor. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MURPHY) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
MARILYN MONROE HARRIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to welcome my dear friend and a 
true leader, Reverend Dr. Marilyn Mon-
roe Harris, and thank her for delivering 
today’s invocation. 

Dr. Harris is the fifth pastor and the 
first female pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Teaneck, Teaneck, New Jer-
sey, and she is a beacon of leadership 
for north Jersey and our Nation. 

She is joined today by her niece, 
Amma, and fellow pastors, colleagues, 
and friends from the Lott Carey For-
eign Mission Convention. 

Pastor Harris is a lifelong civil serv-
ant; the founder of the Christian Wom-
en’s Alliance, allowing clergywomen to 
grow together; a founder of the Foun-
dation Building Christian Institute; 
and a recipient of New Jersey’s NAACP 
Award for Pastoral Leadership and Ex-
cellence. 

She has preached across the globe, 
from Spain to South Africa. Reverend 
Harris also supports our first respond-
ers back home, serving as the first fe-
male African American chaplain of the 
Teaneck Fire Department, and she cur-
rently serves as the first female presi-
dent of the United Missionary Baptist 
Convention of New Jersey. 

Dr. Harris brings integrity and excel-
lence to everything she does. With so 
much in our country dividing us, Rev-
erend Harris’ words can bring us to-
gether so that we can better serve our 
great country, the greatest country in 
the world. 

I thank Reverend Harris for praying 
with us today. 

May God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Miss Kaitlyn 
Roberts, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING AND LAYING TO REST 
81 SOUTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, in 
late 1965, a C–123 transport was shot 
down over Vietnam. The flight’s four 
American crewmen were identified and 
their remains returned home. 

The 81 South Vietnamese soldiers 
also on board were never identified, 
their remains never properly interred. 
The current Vietnamese Government 
has twice refused to allow the soldiers’ 
remains to return home. 

This Saturday, October 26, the re-
mains of these 81 soldiers will be fi-
nally laid to rest in the Little Saigon 
community of Orange County, Cali-
fornia, in my district. 

I thank Senator Jim Webb, the Lost 
Soldiers Foundation, the Republic of 
Vietnam Airborne Division’s national 
and local chapters, and everyone in-
volved in making it possible to finally 
honor and properly inter these 81 sol-
diers. 

f 

HOLD VOTE ON IMPEACHMENT OR 
MOVE ON 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, efforts to impeach the 
President began in January 2017 with 
The Washington Post reporting: ‘‘The 
effort to impeach President Donald 
John Trump is already underway.’’ 
This was just minutes after the Presi-
dent was sworn into office. 

Now, 4 weeks into the Speaker’s un-
precedented impeachment inquiry, we 
learn of hidden transcripts, closed-door 
meetings, complete disregard for trans-
parency and process, and the House has 
not even been afforded the opportunity 
to go on record with a vote to open an 
inquiry. 

If this were serious, House Democrats 
would bring a vote to the floor to open 
a formal impeachment inquiry, but 
they won’t do that. This is a political 
stunt beneath the dignity of this insti-
tution. 

Perhaps more egregious, this stunt 
has consumed valuable time that we 
could have used to pass meaningful leg-
islation for all Americans: lowering 
prescription drugs prices, securing the 
border, repairing our infrastructure, 
and moving the USMCA trade agree-
ment forward. 

Hold a vote or move on. The Amer-
ican people deserve better. 

f 

HONORING DR. ALVIN POUSSAINT 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career of renown 
psychiatrist, a former associate dean of 
student affairs at Harvard Medical 
School, a lifelong public servant, and 
my mentor and friend, Dr. Alvin 
Poussaint. 

Dr. Poussaint’s career has been one 
of passion and service. During the civil 
rights movement, Dr. Poussaint 
marched from Selma to Montgomery 
with Martin Luther King, Jr., orga-
nizing Freedom Clinics with the Free-
dom Riders. 

Over his accomplished career, Dr. 
Poussaint and his experience, insight, 
and intellect have been requested by 
the FBI, the White House, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. 

One of the biggest blessings of my 
life is that our paths crossed when I 
was a student at Harvard Medical 
School. Dr. Poussaint believed in me 
and supported me in my studies and 
my student advocacies. 

Dr. Poussaint embraced me and my 
approach to learning. He encouraged 
me and guided my passion and energy, 
and he defended me from those who 
wanted me to think that I didn’t be-
long there. 

Dr. Alvin Poussaint is one of the rea-
sons I am standing up here today as a 
physician and Congressman standing 
up for health and social justice. 

I wish him well in his retirement and 
celebrate his decades of professional 
accomplishments and contributions to 
our society. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF FIRST LIEUTEN-
ANT FRANK MONROE ‘‘SKIP’’ 
MURPHY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, this month, a bronze 
statue was dedicated at Johnson 
Hagood Stadium at The Citadel in 
Charleston, South Carolina, in memory 
of Lieutenant Joe Missar and Lieuten-
ant Skip Murphy, who died for freedom 
in Vietnam. 

First Lieutenant Frank M. ‘‘Skip’’ 
Murphy was from Florham Park, New 
Jersey, graduating from The Citadel in 
1965, achieving the dean’s list, and 
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