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Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, due
process is a right so important that we
have not one but two constitutional
amendments to ensure it.

Past impeachment inquiries began
with a resolution to define scope, to es-
tablish rules and procedures, and to
give equal subpoena power to the mi-
nority. These due process protections
are critical because removing a Presi-
dent is one of the most serious deci-
sions Congress can make.

But last week, the Democratic Cau-
cus chair dismissed our pleas for a res-
olution to formalize the impeachment
inquiry as a ‘‘cosmetic procedural mat-
ter.”” Cosmetic. Since when did fairness
in this country become cosmetic?

Democrats point to the Constitution
in undertaking this inquiry, but look
at how it is being handled. There is no
due process. The accused is presumed
guilty. There is no right to confront
your accuser. All proceedings are tak-
ing place in secret.

The only reason for secret hearings is
to control what people see and what
they hear. This sham process dis-
regards the fundamental rights our
country is founded on, and the Amer-
ican people deserve more.

————
O 2015
PIED PIPER IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr BACON. Madam Speaker, since
President Trump was elected, Demo-
crats have been pushing impeachment.
For 2 years, the current chairman of
the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence told us he had
the smoking gun on collusion. The
Mueller report showed the opposite,
and then the chairman was not forth-
coming regarding his staff’s commu-
nications with the whistleblower.
There is no credibility here.

The partisan impeachment effort has
led to secret hearings, the minority
Congress is not allowed to bring in wit-
nesses, and the President is denied rep-
resentation—violating all previous
precedence in this House.

Americans demand fairness.

There have been no high crimes or
misdemeanors, and hatred for the
President is not grounds for impeach-
ment. Voters decided the winner in 2016
and will do so again in 2020.

America’s business is not getting
done while the Democratic leadership
is playing the pied piper and marching
America off the impeachment cliff.

———
SECRET IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Madam Speaker,
today I rise in protest of the secrecy
with which the House majority is con-
ducting its impeachment inquiry. It is
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unlike anything we have seen in Con-
gress. That is probably because, lack-
ing any evidence for their claims, the
so-called resistance has already deter-
mined the outcome. The same people
who perpetrated the Russia hoax are
rushing forward with plan Z to remove
the President from office.

Partisan congressional staff helped
to craft the specious complaint at the
heart of this impeachment inquiry. The
inquiry itself will take place in secret
to avoid public scrutiny.

Some Democrats have admitted that
the only way a far left socialist can-
didate could replace Donald Trump is
to remove him from office.

The American people want jobs, af-
fordable healthcare, and security, not
far left socialist agendas. But with
nothing else to offer, a radical group in
Congress has become obsessed with re-
moving this President from office. It is
an attack on our democracy and our
Constitution.

Madam Speaker, my constituents
care about real issues. I appeal to more
sensible Members to stop this abuse of
power and concentrate on what we can
accomplish together.

————
SOVIET-STYLE IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, this
isn’t Russia; this is America. Yet right
in this building, a Soviet-style Star
Chamber to remove the duly elected
President is occurring.

The person who leads it lied to the
American people for 2% years about
evidence he didn’t have. The person
who leads it is literally guilty of what
he accuses the President of doing when
he is caught on tape negotiating with
foreign people about getting dirt on the
President.

The person who leads it lied to the
world in his reading of a mock tran-
script about the conversation that the
President had with the President of
Ukraine, and the person who leads it
misled the world about his relationship
with the whistleblower, or the so-called
whistleblower.

Madam Speaker, we need to end this
Stalinist, guilty-until-proven-innocent
Star Chamber now.

————

SHAM IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, for
years America has been force-fed inves-
tigation after investigation of our duly
elected President, and we have seen
each of these sham investigations meet
the same dead end because there is no
evidence of any wrongdoing by Donald
Trump.

I have lost hope that these pointless
probes will end. House Democrats are
bent on wasting time and taxpayer dol-
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lars. If we are all forced to endure this
charade, the least they could do is con-
duct a fair investigation.

They say they have evidence to im-
peach the President yet refuse to share
what that evidence is. They say this is
an official impeachment inquiry, and
yet we haven’t voted to make it so.

Where is the transparency?

The only evidence that is crystal
clear is that the Democrats despise the
President so much that they will do
anything to take him down. They hate
that Donald Trump is blocking their
agenda of a green, socialist, nanny
state with open borders, so they are
willing to mislead the public to get
their way.

There is no due process, just hatred.
It is a dangerous precedent to our great
Republic.

———

DISTRACTION IMPEACHMENT

(Mrs. MILLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MILLER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to denounce the partisan motiva-
tions and lack of transparency behind
Speaker PELOSI and Chairman SCHIFF’S
impeachment proceedings.

For the past 10 months, my col-
leagues across the aisle have operated
with one sole motivation: undoing the
results of the 2016 election. As such,
Congress has failed to advance the pri-
orities of the American people.

We have not funded crucial legisla-
tion to fix our outdated and crumbling
infrastructure. We have not addressed
the crisis on the southern border.
Meanwhile, the opioid epidemic con-
tinues to rage on.

All we have to show for the past 10
months is a handful of liberal mes-
saging bills that have no chance of
being made into law.

While the priorities of the American
people have been pushed to the side, all
of Congress’ energy and resources have
been diverted to behind-closed-door im-
peachment proceedings far from be-
yond the sight of my fellow colleagues
and completely hidden from the tax-
payers.

This is not why I came to Congress.
This is not what we were sent here to
do. The American people deserve bet-
ter.

———
CHARADE IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. WRIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise
to express my outrage over the ongoing
parliamentary inquiry against our
President.

Impeachment is the House’s most
solemn and serious responsibility. It
should not be undertaken haphazardly.
Although I strongly believe in Con-
gress’ oversight duties and agree that
no public official, including the Presi-
dent, is above the law, I have serious
concerns about the partisan nature and
procedure of this inquiry.
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Beyond the fact that this inquiry was
launched before the transcript of the
call to Ukraine was released, the
Speaker’s decision to launch an inquiry
without a full vote of the House and at-
tempts to restrict the involvement of
Republicans and the American public
in the impeachment proceedings defy
precedence.

From the beginning, this effort has
been mired by the Democrats’ partisan-
ship and a complete lack of trans-
parency. The American public deserves
the truth. Instead, all they are getting
are cherry-picked 1leaks in classic
Washington fashion.

Madam Speaker, in its current form,
this process is an outrage and counter
to our interests and the values of our
Republic. I urge my colleagues to aban-
don this political charade and adhere
to the Constitution and congressional
precedent.

——
PARTISAN IMPEACHMENT

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today because what we are wit-
nessing is unprecedented in the history
of this country. House Democratic
leaders are conducting an impeach-
ment inquiry behind closed doors with
selective leaks instead of transparency,
with no due process and without a vote
on the House floor.

Why do they want to keep this proc-
ess hidden from view? Because they
know the American people will see
right through this partisan scheme.

Democrats decided to impeach this
President the day he took office. Now
they are just trying to come up with a
reason, no matter what the facts are.

The American people know that
Washington is broken, and they sent us
here to fix it. Instead, House Demo-
crats are shaking the people’s trust in
this institution.

We should be passing USMCA to give
our farmers and workers a better deal.

We should be voting on bipartisan
legislation to lower prescription drug
costs.

We should be working to fix our im-
migration system and secure the bor-
der.

Madam Speaker, it is time to end
this charade and get back to work.

——
UNPRECEDENTED IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FULCHER. Madam Speaker, you
authorized holding an impeachment
hearing, but I don’t think that is what
you are really doing.

If so, you wouldn’t have disregarded
precedent from the Nixon and Clinton
eras, or we would have all voted before
this was to proceed.

If so, you wouldn’t have denied the
minority the ability to call witnesses
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or me and other Members the ability to
attend hearings or even view the tran-
scripts.

Madam Speaker, approximately 90
percent of your party members wanted
to impeach before this so-called in-
quiry ever began. That is why I say you
are really not trying to hold an im-
peachment inquiry. You simply want
to remove a President. And we are
within 1 year of an election. You want
to deny Americans the right to decide
for themselves.

At the heart of the matter and the
real reason you are doing this is be-
cause your party does not have a win-
ning Presidential candidate and no sig-
nificant accomplishments this session.

Madam Speaker, can we please go
back to work?

———

SHOW TRIAL IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to give voice to my constitu-
ents on the destructive partisan and se-
cret impeachment inquiry, which real-
ly is a slap in the face to the over-
whelming majority of Pennsylvania’s
11th District who voted for and con-
tinue to support President Trump.

Judith from Ephrata writes:

Congressman, my husband and I are furi-
ous about this constant push to impeach
President Trump. We don’t care how many
Members of Congress don’t like him. It is not
their choice; it is ours.

Rebecca from Lititz writes:

I am alarmed at the political climate and
attempts to impeach our President. The
House has done nothing to solve the issues
facing our country and continues to spend
their time trying to stop the progress that
our President has made.

Jody from Windsor writes:

Can you please tell Speaker PELOSI and the
Democrats that the overwhelming majority
of people I interact with in my daily life
want them to stop these unfounded impeach-
ment proceedings into President Trump and
get back to work fixing the issues we elected
Congress to fix?

Madam Speaker, I share my constitu-
ents’ anger and frustration toward the
show trial. This process isn’t honest or
fair.

———

HALLOWEEN IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, Hal-
loween is 9 days away. It is a holiday
that happens in the dark. It is about
fear, deceit, and witch hunts—anything
to hide who you truly are.

Back home, Texans are stunned. How
can the majority party of the House
use a kids’ holiday, Halloween, as a
model for the most dramatic action
Congress can take: impeaching a sit-
ting President? The ghouls and goblins
of the House majority are now the Hal-
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loween party and make up this process
as they go along.

Impeachment demands an inquiry
vote by the full House, a full vote by
the full House. The Democrat majority
did that with Richard Nixon in the
1970s, and the Republican majority did
that with Bill Clinton in the 1990s.

The House Halloween party allowed
41 Members of this body of 435 to go
forward with impeachment. This party
is following the Wizard of Oz. If they
pursue this witch hunt, the House will
fall down on November 2020. The witch
hunt will be over.

——
SO-CALLED IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I
have learned from Democrat press con-
ferences and Washington Post leaks
that this body has an ongoing so-called
impeachment inquiry.

But can I, as a Member of Congress,
watch the testimony? No.

Can you watch the testimony at
home so you can decide for yourself?
No.

Why are the hearings taking place in
the basement behind guarded doors?
What do they want to keep from me?
What do they want to keep from you,
Madam Speaker, either hearing or see-
ing?

I don’t know, but Speaker NANCY
PELOSI knows, and you can call her and
ask her why at 202-225-4965. Ask her
what she has to hide, at 202-225-4965.
Ask her why you can’t watch the hear-
ing, at 202-225-4965.

The American people deserve the an-
swers.

Call 202-225-4965.

———
0 2030
UNPRECEDENTED IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, this
is an unbelievable time in our history.

There is nothing more important
than elected office. It is something
that was discussed in the Declaration
of Independence, and yet, we have an
attempted coup taking place. It vio-
lates the principles on which this Na-
tion was founded of due process—the
right to confront the witnesses against
you.

And I would submit, humbly, that
there is no cause for concern for the so-
called whistleblower’s safety from
President Trump. All the witnesses
against him are alive and well.

So who is it he is afraid might come
after him if he discloses what he knows
and who conspiring to bring down this
President?

Ah, there is the rub. Let’s get to the
bottom of it. And at the bottom will
not be President Trump. It will be the
coconspirators trying to bring this gov-
ernment down.
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