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from our colleagues. The reason the
Community Development Block Grant
Program is so popular is its flexibility.
It can be tailored to meet local needs.
We have also included $1.4 billion for
the HOME Program. These two pro-
grams support the development of af-
fordable housing and other infrastruc-
ture projects and revitalize downtowns,
which in turn promote economic devel-
opment and lead to the creation of
more jobs.

I appreciate the opportunity to
present this important legislation to
the Chamber as we begin debate on the
Transportation-HUD funding bill. I
urge my colleagues to support the in-
vestments in this bill that benefit our
communities all across this Nation and
the families, veterans, children, and
our seniors who rely on these vital pro-
grams.

Let me end my remarks by again
thanking my colleague, friend, and
ranking member, Senator REED, for his
close collaboration and hard work. I
am very proud of the fact that once
again this year we have produced a bi-
partisan bill that was unanimously ap-
proved by our committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The Senator majority leader is
recognized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—H.R. 2740

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the clo-
ture motion with respect to the motion
to proceed to H.R. 2740 ripen at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in concurrence with the Democratic
leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, INTERIOR, ENVIRON-
MENT, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION, VETERANS AFFAIRS,
TRANSPORTATION, AND HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, and for
other purposes.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

AMENDMENT NO. 948

(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-

stitute.)
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Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I call up
the substitute amendment No. 948.
The PRESIDING OFFICER.

clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Alabama [Mr. SHELBY]
proposes an amendment numbered 948.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
record under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

AMENDMENT NO. 950 TO AMENDMENT NO. 948

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
call up amendment No. 950.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCON-
NELL], for Mr. SHELBY, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 950 to amendment No. 948.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To make a technical correction)

On page 321, line 14, strike ¢$5,000,000’ and
insert ‘‘$5,250,000°".

The

The

————————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 457.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Justin Reed
Walker, of Kentucky, to be TUnited
States District Judge for the Western
District of Kentucky.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Justin Reed Walker, of Kentucky,
to be United States District Judge for the
Western District of Kentucky.

Mitch McConnell, Martha McSally, Rick
Scott, John Thune, Lindsey Graham,
Rand Paul, John Kennedy, John Cor-
nyn, Kevin Cramer, Pat Roberts, Mike

The

Rounds, Thom Tillis, Patrick J.
Toomey, Roger F. Wicker, John
Hoeven, John Boozman, Richard C.
Shelby.

S5951

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I under-
stand we are waiting for another Sen-
ator, and when he arrives, of course, 1
will yield.

H.R. 3055

Mr. President, I was just talking
with the distinguished senior Senator
from Alabama a couple of minutes ago.
I know he has spoken, and we have
begun consideration of a bill con-
taining the fiscal year 2020 Commerce,
Justice, Science, Agriculture, Interior,
Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

I mention this because all four of
these bills are the product of hard work
and bipartisan cooperation by each of
the subcommittees. They were reported
from the Appropriations Committee
unanimously. Every single Republican,
every single Democrat voted for it. It
makes critical investments in afford-
able housing and infrastructure, rural
development, our farming commu-
nities, small businesses, science, and
our environment. They are good bills,
and I am glad to have them before the
Senate.

I want to thank the chairs and rank-
ing members of the subcommittees and
their staff for the good work: Senators
HOEVEN and MERKLEY, Senators MUR-
KOWSKI and UDALL, Senators COLLINS
and REED, and Senators MORAN and
SHAHEEN. They all worked so closely
together. They show, despite the dif-
ficult atmosphere we often operate in,
the Appropriations Committee can still
put partisan disputes aside and make
strong investments in the priorities of
our American people.

The Agriculture bill continues the
significant progress made by this com-
mittee and in the 2018 farm bill to de-
liver real wins for farmers, families,
and rural communities throughout
Vermont and across the country. The
bill rejects the disastrous cuts the
Trump administration proposed for on-
farm conservation, rural development,
and rural energy programs and, in-
stead, makes important investments in
farming communities.

It is disappointing that this bill sup-
ports the administration’s ill-advised
relocation of USDA research agencies.
I have spoken out about this relocation
effort and remain concerned about the
loss of expertise and focus such a move
precipitates at USDA.

I am pleased this bill further invests
in the viability of our cornerstone
Vermont industries, including dairy,
maple, and organics.

It significantly increases funding for
innovation in the dairy sector, funding
that will directly benefit dairy pro-
ducers in Vermont and across the coun-
try as they meet the challenges of a
changing marketplace. The bill also
takes important steps to preserve the
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