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GEORGIA SUPPORT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 598, the
Georgia Support Act. This bill helps strengthen
the vital U.S.—Georgia partnership, a strategi-
cally important relationship in a critical part of
the world. In 2008, Georgia was invaded by
Russia and the Kremlin continues to attack
Georgia through subversive disinformation
campaigns and cyberattacks. This bill provides
Georgia with assistance to combat this threat
and support its democratic institutions.

The Georgian government has long made
closer integration with the EU and NATO a pri-
ority. According to recent polls, almost 80 per-
cent of the Georgian population supports
membership in the EU and over 70 percent
supports membership in NATO. As a member
of the U.S. delegation to NATO Parliamentary
Assembly, | am pleased that the bill recog-
nizes that Georgia has been a longstanding
NATO-aspirant country.

| urge all of my colleagues to support the
Georgia Support Act. Passing this bill shows
our support for Georgia’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial integrity, as well as
for its democratic development, Euro-Atlantic
integration, and peaceful conflict resolution in
Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

GEORGIANA VINES

HON. TIM BURCHETT

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, today |
recognize longtime East Tennessee journalist
Georgiana Vines as she celebrates her 80th
birthday this week.

Over the last five decades, Georgiana has
had a successful career as a reporter and edi-
tor. She retired from full-time work in 2005 but
continues to cover East Tennessee news and
politics as a newspaper freelancer. In addition
to working in the news industry, Georgiana
has spent a great deal of time teaching and
sharing her experience with future journalists
at the University of Tennessee’s College of
Communications and Information.

| am honored to call her my friend, and |
know | speak for many in East Tennessee
when | say Happy Birthday, Georgiana.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF THE
SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the work of the Society for
Neuroscience, an organization at the forefront
of medical research and positively affecting
the lives of people across America and all
over the world. The Society for Neuroscience
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is the world’s largest organization of scientists
and physicians devoted to understanding the
brain and nervous system.

Over the past few days, more than 30,000
scientists from more than 70 countries have
gathered at the Society’s Neuroscience 2019
Conference in Chicago to present emerging
science, learn from experts, forge collabora-
tions with peers, and explore new tools and
technologies. Some of the research being pre-
sented includes the latest projects and discov-
eries surrounding Alzheimer's and opioid ad-
diction research, both of which are issues |
care deeply about and have advocated for
here in Congress.

At the annual conference, the state of llli-
nois is represented by nearly 1,400 attendees
who are sharing cutting-edge research con-
ducted by lllinois’ research institutions and
academic centers. One of these institutions
taking part in the gathering of minds is North-
ern lllinois University (NIU), which | proudly
represent in lllinois’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict. NIU had 10 researchers showcasing their
dedicated work to the Society, representing
their passion to better the sciences and find
answers to questions we all hope to uncover.

In Fiscal Year 2019, the state of lllinois re-
ceived over $485 million in funding through
grants from the National Institute of Health
(NIH). Of that funding, $424,000 went to IL-16
and included funding to conduct research
aimed at better understanding the nervous
system and to improve the treatment and pre-
vention of brain and nervous system dis-
orders. | want to commend the institutions in
my district and state, as well as the Society for
Neuroscience, for being leaders in neuro-
science research and highlighting the impor-
tance of scientific research to advance our un-
derstanding of the nervous system to ulti-
mately improve the health of people across
the world.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
MICHAEL GRISSOM

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Lieutenant Michael
Grissom and congratulate him on receiving
The Washtenaw 100 Firefighter of the Year
Award. Lieutenant Grissom’s selfless dedica-
tion to protecting the Washtenaw County com-
munity is worthy of commendation.

The Washtenaw 100 is a non-profit organi-
zation committed to supporting our hometown
heroes. The organization’s mission is to pro-
vide immediate financial funding to families of
law enforcement and firefighting personnel in
Washtenaw County who have died in the line
of duty, helping them through their grief. In ad-
dition, the organization strives to serve active
duty law enforcement officers and firefighters
by providing grants to local departments and
offering annual scholarships to their children to
bolster their educational opportunities.

The Washtenaw 100’s Annual Dinner exem-
plifies the organization’s continued commit-
ment to supporting our community’s fire-
fighters and law enforcement officers and
serves as a great way to recognize their out-
standing efforts. This year, The Washtenaw
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100 is proud to recognize Lieutenant Michael
Grissom as the 2019 Firefighter of the Year.

Lieutenant Michael Grissom is an experi-
enced and valuable member of the Dexter
Area Fire Department. Nominated by Chief
Robert Smith, Lieutenant Grissom is known as
a leader who consistently goes above and be-
yond what is expected of him in his position.
Lieutenant Grissom has a host of remarkable
accomplishments that make him deserving of
the Firefighter of the Year Award, but some of
his most noteworthy achievements include his
involvement with Active 911, a mobile app that
enables responders to easily access pertinent
information and communicate effectively with
one another, and his leadership in repurposing
old radios.

When asked about his impressive work,
Lieutenant Grissom responded, “It's not about
me.” Lieutenant Grissom truly embodies all
the qualities of a dedicated firefighter—he
humbly strives for excellence without seeking
praise or recognition for any of his significant
accomplishments.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Lieutenant Michael Grissom.
His bravery, dedication, and service to the citi-
zens of Washtenaw County is deeply appre-
ciated and truly makes a difference in our
community.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE COTTONDALE
HIGH SCHOOL FUTURE FARMERS
OF AMERICA CHAPTER

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

Mr. DUNN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Cottondale High School Fu-
ture Farmers of America (FFA) Chapter for
winning the 2019 state championship for both
Agriculture Communication and Parliamentary
Procedure.

Cottondale FFA Chapter members Josh
Scurlock, Addison Giriffin, Taylor Dumas, Lillie
Livingston, Blayton See, Carl Young, Joey
Jackson and their Advisor Stan Scurlock did
an outstanding job preparing and practicing for
this competition.

Agriculture will always be vital to the sus-
tainability of this great nation and we are fortu-
nate to have FFA Chapters across the country
that instill its importance in our youth.

The Cottondale FFA members will compete
at the National FFA Convention in Indianap-
olis, Indiana for the national title.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Cottondale FFA chapter and
wishing them luck at the National FFA Con-
vention next week.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF MICHAEL SCHNEIDER

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the retirement of my good
friend, and true leader of labor, Mike Schnei-
der of Rochelle Park, New Jersey. After thirty-
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