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Today the House will vote on the
SHIELD Act, adding further trans-
parency in campaigns, stiffer penalties
for voter deception, and further restric-
tions against foreign interference, in-
cluding making campaigns mandatory
reporters if there is any offer of foreign
assistance in those campaigns.

Madam Speaker, I urge others to join
me in voting to protect the vote of the
American people.

———

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because seniors in my district
are walking out of the pharmacy with-
out their medications after they look
at the out-of-pocket price and say to
themselves, ‘I can’t afford this.” They
are not taking the medications they
need, which jeopardizes their lives, and
this is unacceptable.

It is their health—their very lives—
that are on the line. That is why, when
we are talking about prescription
drugs, we must focus on lowering the
out-of-pocket costs for seniors.

That is why I support H.R. 3, the
Lower Drug Costs Now Act, because it
requires Medicare to negotiate drug
prices so that my constituents can get
a fair and affordable price for their
medication. It also caps the annual
out-of-pocket costs for those seniors
who require many medications or ex-
pensive medication.

No one should have to choose be-
tween buying groceries to eat or get-
ting medications they need, and H.R. 3
will lower costs so seniors don’t have
to make that decision.

———
BRIDGETON VFW

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
today I want to show my appreciation
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
of Bridgeton in south Jersey. This com-
munity provides a space for veterans to
come together and connect with oth-
ers, and these are other folks who un-
derstand the hardships and the rewards
of serving our Nation.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars meet
monthly to share their experiences and
bond with one another in Bridgeton.
They also organize special services for
holidays, like Memorial Day and Vet-
erans Day, so the members can com-
memorate these days together.

In addition, the VFW reaches out to
the greater Bridgeton community by
hosting barbecues, community dinners,
and other festivals to connect with
their neighbors and sometimes raise
funds for important charitable causes.

I would like to thank the brave vet-
erans of the Bridgeton VFW. Their
service to our Nation is tremendous. I
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am overjoyed that this community has
given them a safe place to remember
their service together.

Madam Speaker, they are our best;
they are our shining stars; and they are
our heroes.

May God bless them.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 23, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 23, 2019, at 9:21 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1590.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4617, STOPPING HARM-
FUL INTERFERENCE IN ELEC-
TIONS FOR A LASTING DEMOC-
RACY ACT

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 650 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 650

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4617) to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to
clarify the obligation to report acts of for-
eign election influence and require imple-
mentation of compliance and reporting sys-
tems by Federal campaigns to detect and re-
port such acts, and for other purposes. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on House Administration.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on House Administration now printed
in the bill, it shall be in order to consider as
an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 116-35
modified by the amendment printed in part
A of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against that amendment in the nature of a
substitute are waived. No amendment to
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
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in part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules. Each such amendment may be offered
only in the order printed in the report, may
be offered only by a Member designated in
the report, shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment, and shall not be subject
to a demand for division of the question in
the House or in the Committee of the Whole.
All points of order against such amendments
are waived. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute made in order as original
text. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the bill and amendments
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), my
friend, pending which I yield myself
such time as I may consume. During
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, on
Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 650,
providing for consideration of H.R.
4617, the Stopping Harmful Inter-
ference in Elections for a Lasting De-
mocracy, better known as the SHIELD
Act, under a structured rule.

The rule provides 1 hour of debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
Chair and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on House Administration. The
rule also executes a manager’s amend-
ment from Chairwoman LOFGREN,
makes in order 14 amendments, and
provides one motion to recommit on
the bill.

Madam Speaker, it is going to be in-
teresting to watch my Republican
friends twist pretzel-like today to con-
vince themselves that voting against a
bill that will protect the sanctity of
our electoral process from foreign in-
terference is the right thing to do for
the American people.

Through today’s rule, the Democrats
bring to the floor a bill that states that
those campaigns that are offered as-
sistance from foreign actors should be
required to report such attempts at as-
sistance.

Sadly, I predict that my Republican
friends will vote against such protec-
tions.
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