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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, give our lawmakers this
day the wisdom to know Your words
and obey Your precepts. As they follow
Your leading, may they remember the
many times You have delivered them
in the past.

Lord, give them the courage to not
retreat from life’s battles but to faith-
fully keep their hands in Yours.

Guide us, Great Jehovah. We are pil-
grims in this land. We are weak, but
You are mighty. Guide us with Your
powerful hand.

In the time of our distress, console us
with Your merciful presence.

We pray in Your Loving Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

REMEMBERING TED STEVENS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, later
today, I will attend the portrait unveil-
ing of my former colleague and friend,
Senator Ted Stevens, who served in the
Senate from 1968 until 2009.

This portrait is being added to the
Senate leadership portrait collection

Senate

because of Senator Stevens’ service as
the President pro tempore, a position I
now hold.

Senator Stevens was known for his
tireless work on behalf of the State of
Alaska and their citizens. He had quite
a reputation for reaching across party
lines to get the job done.

I am honored to attend today’s cere-
mony adding Senator Stevens’ portrait
to the historic walls of the U.S. Cap-
itol.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

——
THE FIRST LADY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
first, I want to acknowledge two nota-
ble events taking place in the Capitol
today.

As we speak, the First Lady of the
United States is just down the hall for
a special event related to our Nation’s
opioid epidemic, marking the progress
that Congress and the administration
have made in recent years and focusing
our efforts on the work still ahead.

I will have more to say on the subject
tomorrow, which will mark the 1l-year
anniversary of President Trump sign-
ing our landmark opioid legislation
into law.

I want to warmly welcome the First
Lady to the Senate this morning and
thank her for her continued focus on
this crisis, which affects so many of

our States. I offer these thanks not
only as the majority leader but as the
senior Senator from Kentucky, which
has been hit hard by this epidemic.

———
REMEMBERING TED STEVENS

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
later today, in the old Senate Chamber,
family, friends, and former colleagues
of our late colleague, Senator Ted Ste-
vens, will gather for the unveiling of
the Senator’s leadership portrait.

Senator Stevens’ likeness will join
the storied ranks of the leadership por-
trait collection—images of majority
leaders, minority leaders, and Presi-
dents pro tem, which are proudly dis-
played around the building.

Our distinguished predecessors watch
over the corridors they walked, the
rooms in which they debated, and the
body they served.

It is fitting that Senator Stevens is
being recognized for his service as
President pro tem. As we all know, un-
like the elected party leaders, that is
not a job which you can campaign or
persuade your way into. The only way
to become President pro tem is to per-
suade your home State, over and over,
to rehire you, and Ted Stevens was
about the most dogged advocate for his
home State that anybody could pos-
sibly imagine. He was Alaska’s son and
Alaska’s champion 24 hours a day and
then some.

I look forward to honoring our
former colleague’s memory this after-
noon.

———

H.R. 4617

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on
another matter, later today, I under-
stand the House of Representatives will
vote on H.R. 4617. This is the latest in-
stallment in Speaker PELOSI’'S cam-
paign to expand government’s control
over America’s political speech.

It is a transparent attack on the
First Amendment that has united an
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