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Members, and there are almost 15 phar-
maceutical lobbyists for every 1 Sen-
ator, and they are doing everything 
they can. Their job is to stop competi-
tion, keep prices high, and they have 
done a very good job of it. It is wrong 
for people, but they have done a very 
good job of what they were assigned to 
do. 

As I mentioned before, back in 2003, 
when Medicare Part D was signed into 
law, they blocked Medicare from har-
nessing the bargaining power of 43 mil-
lion American seniors to bring down 
the cost of their prescription medi-
cines. Now, 16 years later, pharma-
ceutical companies are still doing ev-
erything they can to put their com-
pany profits before people. 

It is time—it is past time to help peo-
ple afford their prescription medica-
tions and protect people with pre-
existing conditions. People in America, 
right now, shouldn’t be worried about a 
court case in the Fifth Circuit and 
what is going to happen and what that 
will mean for their family and their 
healthcare. 

We could do something about that 
right now—today. We could do some-
thing right now if people wanted to. 
Let me remind you that it has now 
been 167 days since the House passed 
legislation protecting people with pre-
existing conditions. It has been 167 
days ago the U.S. House of Representa-
tives passed a bill and sent it over to 
the Senate, and we have not been al-
lowed to vote on that. It has not been 
brought up for a vote. It needs to come 
up for a vote. It needs to be taken out 
of the legislative graveyard and walked 
to the floor of the U.S. Senate so we 
can vote to really protect people with 
preexisting health conditions. 

Misty and other cancer survivors 
across Michigan and across the country 
shouldn’t have to wait a day longer. 
This isn’t about politics. It is about 
saving lives. 

Misty closed her letter to me with 
this: ‘‘If [these elected officials] are 
truly as concerned about life as many 
of them claim to be, they need to be 
concerned about my life and the life of 
millions of others with cancer.’’ 

Here is my question for the majority 
leader: What are you waiting for? It is 
time for us to act. Healthcare is per-
sonal. It should not be political on the 
floor of the U.S. Senate. It is time to 
act in protecting people with pre-
existing conditions and lowering the 
cost of prescription drugs. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-

standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
the cloture motion on Executive Cal-
endar No. 457 ripen at 12 noon on 
Thursday, October 24; further, that if 
cloture is invoked, at 1:45 p.m., the 
Senate vote on the nomination with no 
intervening action or debate; that if 
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 
I further ask that the mandatory 
quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JUSTIN WALKER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we have 
seen too many Trump judicial nomi-
nees in recent years who don’t know 
their way around a courtroom. I sus-
pect some of these nominees never 
even made it through a ‘‘Law and 
Order’’ episode. 

The majority leader is now rushing a 
floor vote on Justin Walker, nominated 
to be a district court judge in Ken-
tucky. Mr. Walker was just reported 
out of committee last week. The Walk-
er nomination is leapfrogging a dozen 
other judicial nominees who have been 
on the calendar longer. 

The American Bar Association, 
which does peer review evaluations of 
nominees, concluded that—Mr. Walker 
is not qualified to be a Federal trial 
judge. This is the eighth Trump judi-
cial nominee to be rated ‘‘not quali-
fied’’ by the ABA. 

Mr. Walker is 37 years old and has 
been out of law school for only 10 
years. He has never tried a case as lead 
or cocounsel, whether civil or criminal. 
He has only conducted a single deposi-
tion. 

The ABA said that with Walker, ‘‘it 
was challenging to determine how 
much of his ten years since graduation 
from law school has been spent in the 
practice of law.’’ 

I find it hard to believe that there is 
a shortage of experienced, qualified at-
torneys or State court judges in Ken-
tucky who could hit the ground run-
ning as a Federal trial judge. In fact, 
there is an experienced Kentucky State 
court judge sitting on the Senate Exec-
utive Calendar right now—David Tapp, 
whose nomination to the Court of Fed-
eral Claims I supported in the Judici-
ary Committee. Why can’t we get dis-
trict court nominees who actually 
know what they are doing in the court-
room, like Judge Tapp? 

Rather than gaining actual court-
room experience, Mr. Walker has spent 
much of his time in recent years mak-

ing media appearances. In 2018 alone, 
he appeared on TV or radio 127 times. 
That is not what we need on the Fed-
eral bench. 

I will oppose the Walker nomination. 
He simply lacks the litigation and trial 
experience to serve as a district court 
judge. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
19–61 concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Bahrain for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $150 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19–61 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Bahrain. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million. 
Other $150 million. 
Total $150 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Refurbishment of the Oliver 

Hazard Perry Class ship, ex ROBERT G. 
BRADLEY (FFG 49), spares, support, train-
ing, publications, and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (BA–P– 
SAT). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: BA–P–GAL 
and BA–P–GAV. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:17 Oct 24, 2019 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G23OC6.064 S23OCPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-28T18:49:10-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




