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By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 

Mr. ISAKSON): 
S. 2679. A bill to facilitate the automatic 

acquisition of citizenship for lawful perma-
nent resident children of military and Fed-
eral Government personnel residing abroad, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2680. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign support for Palestinian ter-
rorism, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. 2681. A bill to promote and ensure deliv-
ery of high-quality special education and re-
lated services to students with visual disabil-
ities or who are deaf or hard of hearing or 
deaf-blind through instructional methodolo-
gies meeting their unique learning needs, to 
enhance accountability for the provision of 
such services, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 2682. A bill to amend the SOAR Act; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN): 

S. 2683. A bill to establish a task force to 
assist States in implementing hiring require-
ments for child care staff members to im-
prove child safety; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2684. A bill to require Community Devel-

opment Block Grant and Surface Transpor-
tation Block Grant recipients to develop a 
strategy to support inclusive zoning policies, 
to allow for a credit to support housing af-
fordability, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN): 

S. 2685. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to require that a consumer au-
thorize the release of certain information; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. 
COONS): 

S. 2686. A bill to improve reporting of the 
distribution of controlled substances, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER): 

S. 2687. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act and the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act to establish pilot programs to 
assist low-income households in maintaining 
access to sanitation services and drinking 
water, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 2688. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to establish an Office of Tech-
nology Transitions, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2689. A bill to prohibit the use of biomet-

ric recognition technology and biometric 
analytics in certain federally assisted rental 
dwelling units, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
MCSALLY, Ms. ERNST, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina): 

S. 2690. A bill to reduce mass violence, 
strengthen mental health collaboration in 

communities, improve school safety, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. JONES, 
Mr. CRUZ, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. Res. 374. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of October 23, 2019, as a 
national day of remembrance of the tragic 
terrorist bombing of the United States Ma-
rine Corps barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, in 
1983; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. Res. 375. A resolution recognizing the 
75th anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. Con. Res. 28. A concurrent resolution 
congratulating the Portland Trail Blazers on 
the 50th anniversary of their inaugural sea-
son; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 299 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 299, a bill to amend title 
VII of the Public Health Service Act to 
reauthorize programs that support 
interprofessional geriatric education 
and training to develop a geriatric-ca-
pable workforce, improving health out-
comes for a growing and diverse aging 
American population and their fami-
lies, and for other purposes. 

S. 430 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
430, a bill to extend the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act of 2000. 

S. 509 

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
509, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the United States Coast 
Guard. 

S. 518 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
518, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for 
Medicare coverage of certain 
lymphedema compression treatment 
items as items of durable medical 
equipment. 

S. 605 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from 
Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as co-

sponsors of S. 605, a bill to assist States 
in carrying out projects to expand the 
child care workforce and child care fa-
cilities in the States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 685 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 685, 
a bill to amend the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 relative to the powers of the 
Department of Justice Inspector Gen-
eral. 

S. 877 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator 
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH), the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), the 
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS), 
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 877, a bill to 
prohibit the sale of shark fins, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1126 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1126, a bill to provide better care for 
Americans living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related dementias and their 
caregivers, while accelerating progress 
toward prevention strategies, disease 
modifying treatments, and, ultimately, 
a cure. 

S. 1253 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1253, a bill to apply re-
quirements relating to delivery sales of 
cigarettes to delivery sales of elec-
tronic nicotine delivery systems, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1273 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1273, a bill to amend title 
17, United States Code, to establish an 
alternative dispute resolution program 
for copyright small claims, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1282 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
MCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1282, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal certain 
rules related to the determination of 
unrelated business taxable income. 

S. 1300 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) were added as cosponsors 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 15:32 Jan 08, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD19\OCTOBER\S23OC9.REC S23OC9sr
ad

ov
ic

h 
on

 D
S

K
JL

S
T

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E

sradovich
Text Box
CORRECTION

October 23, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S6092
On page S6092, October 23, 2019, in the second column, the following appears:           
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the name of Senator from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 605 . . .
 
The online Record has been corrected to read:  
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the names of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as cosponsors of S. 605 . . .



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6093 October 23, 2019 
of S. 1300, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint a coin 
in commemoration of the opening of 
the National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum in the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1414 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1414, a bill to provide 
bankruptcy relief for student bor-
rowers. 

S. 1421 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1421, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d 
Headquarters Special Troops and the 
3133d Signal Service Company in rec-
ognition of their unique and distin-
guished service as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ 
that conducted deception operations in 
Europe during World War II. 

S. 1524 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. HARRIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1524, a bill to provide for the over-
all health and well-being of young peo-
ple, including the promotion of lifelong 
sexual health and healthy relation-
ships, and for other purposes. 

S. 1757 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER), the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1757, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the United States Army 
Rangers Veterans of World War II in 
recognition of their extraordinary serv-
ice during World War II. 

S. 1831 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1831, a bill to amend chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit 
the distribution of 3D printer plans for 
the printing of firearms, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1835 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1835, a bill to reauthorize 
the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1838 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1838, a bill to 
amend the Hong Kong Policy Act of 
1992, and for other purposes. 

S. 1992 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1992, a bill to amend the 
FAST Act to repeal a rescission of 
funds. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2085, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Education to award grants to 
eligible entities to carry out edu-
cational programs about the Holo-
caust, and for other purposes. 

S. 2132 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2132, a bill to promote security and pro-
vide justice for United States victims 
of international terrorism. 

S. 2158 
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2158, a bill to improve certain programs 
of the Department of Health and 
Human Services with respect to heri-
table disorders. 

S. 2160 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 2160, a bill to re-
quire carbon monoxide alarms in cer-
tain federally assisted housing, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2216 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2216, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to formally recognize 
caregivers of veterans, notify veterans 
and caregivers of clinical determina-
tions relating to eligibility for care-
giver programs, and temporarily ex-
tend benefits for veterans who are de-
termined ineligible for the family care-
giver program, and for other purposes. 

S. 2240 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2240, a bill to promote 
digital citizenship and media literacy. 

S. 2467 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2467, a bill to establish a program to 
award grants to entities that provide 
transportation connectors from criti-
cally underserved urban communities 
and rural communities to green spaces. 

S. 2485 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2485, a bill to prohibit Federal 
agencies from using Government funds 
to pay for expenses at lodging estab-
lishments that are owned by or employ 
certain public officials or their rel-
atives. 

S. 2491 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2491, a bill to terminate certain rules 
issued by the Secretary of the Interior 

and the Secretary of Commerce relat-
ing to endangered and threatened spe-
cies, and for other purposes. 

S. 2593 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2593, a bill to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to provide for 
automatic continuing resolutions. 

S. 2639 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2639, a bill to restore in-
tegrity to America’s Election. 

S. 2641 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2641, a bill to promote United 
States national security and prevent 
the resurgence of ISIS, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2655 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2655, a bill to amend title IV of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 in 
order to increase the amount of finan-
cial support available for working stu-
dents. 

S.J. RES. 56 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 56, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Education relating 
to ‘‘Borrower Defense Institutional Ac-
countability’’. 

S.J. RES. 59 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the names of the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), 
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the 
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) 
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS) were added as cosponsors of S.J. 
Res. 59, a joint resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress on the precipi-
tous withdrawal of United States 
Armed Forces from Syria and Afghani-
stan, and Turkey’s unprovoked incur-
sion into Syria. 

S. RES. 292 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 292, a resolution call-
ing on the Government of Cameroon 
and armed separatist groups to respect 
the human rights of all Cameroonian 
citizens, to end all violence, and to pur-
sue an inclusive dialogue to resolve the 
conflict in the Northwest and South-
west regions. 

S. RES. 303 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
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Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 303, a resolu-
tion calling upon the leadership of the 
Government of the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea to dismantle its 
kwan-li-so political prison labor camp 
system, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 949 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 949 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 3055, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2020, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 2685. A bill to amend the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act to require that a 
consumer authorize the release of cer-
tain information; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Today, I am joined by 
Senator VAN HOLLEN in reintroducing 
the Consumer Credit Control Act, 
which gives consumers greater control 
over when and how their consumer re-
ports are shared by consumer reporting 
agencies. 

Our current consumer reporting sys-
tem is backwards. Consumer reporting 
agencies collect extensive amounts of 
personal information on consumers, 
often without their knowledge, in order 
to compile consumer reports. These re-
ports are then shared with financial in-
stitutions and others, typically with-
out consent. 

Following Equifax’s failure in 2017 to 
secure troves of valuable personally 
identifiable information it collected on 
over 145 million Americans, it was evi-
dent that this system had to change. 
Indeed, the National Consumer Law 
Center’s Chi Chi Wu stated in her Octo-
ber 2017 testimony before the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee that the 
Equifax breach ‘‘means half of the US 
population and nearly three-quarters of 
the consumers with active credit re-
ports are now at risk of identity theft 
due to one of the worst—if not the 
worst—breaches of consumer data in 
American history. These Americans 
are at risk of having false new credit 
accounts. phony tax returns, and even 
spurious medical bills incurred in their 
good names.’’ To make matters worse. 
the risks of identity fraud may not dis-
sipate over time. As Ed Mierzwinski. 
U.S. PIRG’s federal Consumer Program 
Director. explains ‘‘unlike credit card 
numbers. your Social Security Number 
and Date of Birth don’t change and 
may even grow more valuable over 
time, like gold in a bank vault. Much 
worse, they are the keys to ‘‘new ac-
count identity theft.’ ’’ 

The Consumer Credit Control Act at-
tempts to address these concerns and 
fix the current upside down system. 

Our legislation, at no cost to the con-
sumer, seeks to give Americans greater 
control over when and how their con-
sumer reports are released when apply-
ing for new credit, a loan, or insurance. 
It also would require consumer report-
ing agencies to verify a consumer’s 
identity and secure the consumer’s per-
mission before releasing consumer re-
ports in instances that are particularly 
vulnerable to identity theft and fraud. 
Additionally. our legislation compels 
every consumer reporting agency to 
take appropriate steps to prevent un-
authorized access to the consumer re-
ports and personal information they 
maintain. These changes are designed 
to make it tougher for criminals to 
fraudulently open new credit or insur-
ance accounts in other peoples names. 

I urge our colleagues to cosponsor 
this commonsense legislative effort, 
and I thank Senator VAN HOLLEN, the 
National Consumer Law Center (on be-
half of its low-income clients), U.S. 
PIRG, Americans for Financial Re-
form, the Center for Digital Democ-
racy, Consumer Action, the Consumer 
Federation of America, Consumer Re-
ports, Demos, the NAACP, the National 
Association of Consumer Advocates, 
the National Fair Housing Alliance, 
Public Citizen, Tennessee Citizen Ac-
tion, and the Woodstock Institute for 
their support. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
MCSALLY, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. 2690. A bill to reduce mass vio-
lence, strengthen mental health col-
laboration in communities, improve 
school safety, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, 2 
months ago, Texans were mourning the 
loss of 22 of our people killed in a 
senseless attack in El Paso, TX. Little 
did we know that we were just days 
away from another violent attack, this 
time in Midland and Odessa, which 
took seven lives. 

Visiting these communities in the 
wake of these tragedies is tough— 
something I have, unfortunately, had 
experience with following the 2017 
shooting in Sutherland Springs and, 
again, in 2018 in Santa Fe High School. 
There are no words to bring comfort to 
the families and the friends and the 
community members who were shaken 
to their very core by these sudden and 
unwarranted acts of violence. 

But as I visited with the families and 
offered my condolences following each 
of these attacks, there was one com-
mon refrain, one common request: 
Please do something. Now, if I knew of 
a way to introduce and pass legislation 
that could stop these types of criminal 
acts from occurring, I guarantee we 
could pass it with 100 percent of the 
Senate and 435 Members of the House, 
and the President would sign it. But 
that, unfortunately, is not the human 
condition. Unfortunately, there is no 
quick fix, no simple answer. Instead, 

we are left to look at the factors that 
led to these attacks and to try to do 
something to prevent the sequence of 
events from playing out again in the 
future. 

Following the shooting in Sutherland 
Springs, we quickly learned some dis-
turbing facts about the shooter and 
how he obtained his weapons. He had a 
history of violence and a criminal con-
viction that should have prevented him 
from ever purchasing a firearm. But 
this information was never uploaded 
into the background check system run 
by the FBI. As a result, the shooter 
was able to purchase four firearms, 
three of which were used in the attack. 
He shouldn’t have been able to do that. 

Every time something like this hap-
pens, it is only natural to say: What if? 
What if those convictions had been 
uploaded? What if he wasn’t able to 
purchase those firearms? Could we 
have stopped this terrible loss of life? 

My goal then, as it is now, is to do 
everything I can to make sure those 
questions don’t have to be asked again. 

Ten days after the Sutherland 
Springs shooting, I introduced a piece 
of legislation called Fix NICS—Fix the 
National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System—to fill the gaps in our 
background check system and ensure 
that government agencies submit rel-
evant evidence. We worked hard on it 
over a long period of time, and it 
passed with more than 70 Senate bipar-
tisan cosponsors. 

What is the result of the Fix NICS 
bill we passed in the wake of Suther-
land Springs? We now know that the 
Federal Government has increased its 
record submissions to the background 
check system by 400 percent—a 400-per-
cent increase in the background check 
system. That means if somebody is dis-
honorably discharged from the mili-
tary, if somebody has been convicted of 
domestic violence, violated a protec-
tive order, or convicted of any felony, 
the background check system is much 
more likely to have that derogatory in-
formation in it, and the seller will not 
sell that firearm. Because of this legis-
lation, our Federal background data-
bases are becoming stronger and better 
by the day and preventing more crimi-
nals from getting their hands on deadly 
weapons that are already prohibited by 
existing law. 

But it is time once again to revisit 
the way we might reduce the loss of 
life, the way we might be able to re-
duce these mass violence episodes from 
occurring in our country in the future. 
Today, I am introducing the Restoring, 
Enhancing, Strengthening, and Pro-
moting Our Nation’s Safety Efforts—or 
the RESPONSE Act, as we call it. Just 
as Fix NICS did, this bill addresses spe-
cific problems to try to prevent at-
tacks and make our communities safer. 

First, this legislation takes aim at 
unlicensed firearms dealers who are 
breaking the existing law. Shortly 
after the Midland-Odessa shooting, we 
learned that the shooter failed a back-
ground check when he attempted to 
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