October 28, 2019

themselves. It is my extreme honor to award
him the 2019 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for the Third District of Texas.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 28, 2019

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to be present during roll call vote number 579,
580, and 581 on October 23, 2019 due to my
attendance at a funeral. | would like the
Record to reflect how | would have voted: On
roll call vote number 579, | would have voted
YES; On roll call vote number 580, | would
have voted YES; On roll call vote number 581,
| would have voted NO.

———

RECOGNIZING PASTOR STACIE
FIDLAR FOR 20 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AT ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN ROCK ISLAND, ILLI-
NOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 28, 2019

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Pastor Stacie Fidlar for her 20
years of ministry at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Rock Island, lllinois. Pastor Fidlar
has demonstrated her commitment to
inclusivity, social justice and environmental re-
sponsibility, as well as her deeply personal in-
vestment in each parishioner as a member of
the church family.

Pastor Stacie Fidlar is a native of Cordova,
lllinois, and a graduate of Riverdale High
School. She earned her B.A. degree, summa
cum laude, from Augustana College, majoring
in religion with a concentration in Asian Stud-
ies. After completing seminary at the Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago, she was or-
dained in 1995 and served churches in
Forreston and Seneca, lllinois before joining
St. John’s in 1999. She has since devoted her
time to helping and building the community.
She is in charge of the W.O.W. program for
after-school study help and meals, the estab-
lishment of the Free Little Pantry and the des-
ignation of St. John’s as a Reconciling in
Christ  congregation. Pastor Fidlar also
oversaw the church’s major building expansion
project and aided a partnership to create the
Micah House, a community of students prac-
ticing intentional living in which faith questions
were explored through conversation and out-
reach projects. In addition, she serves on sev-
eral boards around the community and her
work has led her to be named a Leader Under
40 by the Black Hawk College Foundation,
Professional and Overall Citizen of the Year
by Rock Island, and a Heart of Gold recipient
by the YWCA.

It is because of strong community faith lead-
ers such as Pastor Stacie Fidlar that | am es-
pecially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Madam Speaker, | would like to
again formally congratulate Pastor Stacie
Fidlar on her 20th Anniversary with St. John’s
Lutheran Church.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 28, 2019
Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | regret-
tably missed a vote on Wednesday, October

23, 2019. | had intended to vote “yes” on vote
584.

IN RECOGNITION OF LIONEL “LEE”
GODBOUT

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 28, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in celebration of the life of Lionel “Lee”
Godbout, an active member of the Weymouth,
Massachusetts community, consummate vol-
unteer in local and state politics, and dedi-
cated friend to all who knew him.

Lee’s passion for service began after high
school, when he joined the Navy. It was there,
while stationed in Newport, Rhode Island, that
Lee met his future wife Kathy. A proud union
carpenter by trade, Lee worked tirelessly to
support Iris family for many years before retir-
ing in 2002. After retirement, Lee continued to
serve his community by volunteering with the
neonatal intensive care unit at St. Margaret’s
Hospital and at Murphy Primary School where
he helped children practice their reading.

Lee would continue to work tirelessly to pro-
mote progressive values for the rest of his life.
Utilizing his carpentry skills, Lee created signs
for numerous campaigns and advocated for
causes close to his heart. His work with
MassEquality helped Massachusetts become
the first state in the nation to see marriage
equality folly implemented.

Those who knew Lee knew him as a good
man, full of kindness and the desire to help
others. His memory and spirit will live on
through his loving wife Kathleen, his three
sons Kevin, Keith, and Wayne, and his
grandsons Ryan and Rylan.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life of Lee Godbout. | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing his many years of dedi-
cation and service to his community.

———

RECOGNIZING TECHNICAL  SER-
GEANT FLETCHER SHARP, RE-
CIPIENT OF TEXAS’ THIRD CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 2019 CON-
GRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 28, 2019

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, it is
my privilege to honor twelve distinguished mili-
tary veterans from Texas’ Third Congressional
District who answered the call to serve their
Nation honorably, both in uniform and fol-
lowing their return to civilian life. The recipi-
ents of the 2019 Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation exemplify the time-honored quali-
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ties of patriotism, service before self, and bold
leadership. Following their time in service,
their efforts in our community have earned
these fine individuals recognition as the recipi-
ents of this prestigious commendation. Their
stories of sacrifice will encourage future gen-
erations to pursue a life dedicated to the very
values we cherish as Americans: faith, free-
dom, and democracy. One such hero is Tech-
nical Sergeant Fletcher Sharp of Plano,
Texas.

Technical Sergeant Fletcher Sharp joined
the United States Air Force in 1963. Following
technician training school, he worked as an
aircraft crew chief supporting the 436th Military
Airlift Wing at Dover Air Force Base in Dela-
ware and volunteered as a member of the
base honor and color guards. In 1966, he was
transferred to the 51st Fighter Interceptor
Wing at Naha Air Base in Okinawa in support
of the F—102 Delta Dagger and was later de-
ployed on C—130A resupply sorties to bases in
Vietham and Thailand. For his efforts, he
awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal,
Air Force Achievement Award, Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award, Air Force Good Conduct
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Air
Force Overseas Service Ribbon, Air Force
Longevity Ribbon, Texas ANG Lone Star Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, and the Small Arms
Expert Marksmanship Ribbon.

Upon his discharge, Mr. Sharp joined the
Pennsylvania Air National Guard as a flight
engineer on C—121 Super Constellation air-
craft performing aero-medical evacuations.
During the next twenty-three years, he would
also serve in the Air National Guards of
Maine, Vermont, and Texas. Most recently, he
was deployed with the Texas Air National
Guard from 1992 to 1995 to support the
United Nations humanitarian missions to Sara-
jevo and throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina.

For over thirty years, Fletcher has been ac-
tive in a variety of service organizations in-
cluding the Veterans of Foreign Wars and
American Legion Post 321 where he has held
leadership positions including Sergeant at
Arms, Judge Advocate, and Vice Commander.
Mr. Sharp has also held the role of Post
Honor Guard Commander, providing military
funeral honors for veterans and participating in
local Veterans Day and Memorial events. Mr.
Sharp has also taken a lead to ensure that an
American flag is placed on every veteran
grave in the Plano Mutual Cemetery every
Memorial Day to pay tribute to those who
served. Further, as an active member of the
Civil Air Patrol, Mr. Sharp has held a variety
of leadership positions including his work with
the cadet program where he assists with de-
veloping leadership skills, character develop-
ment and aerospace education. Finally, as an
active member of the Seidel Chapter of the Air
Force Association, Mr. Sharp acts as a Liaison
Officer between the organization and CAP to
promote the scholarship program for cadets
participating in flight academies.

Mr. Sharp displays the qualities of a true pa-
triot who has selflessly served our nation and
who continues to mentor our next generation
of military leaders.

Today, a grateful Nation thanks Technical
Sergeant Sharp for his exceptional service
and congratulates him on this recognition. May
his steadfast example of leadership inspire
others to live a life of service to a cause great-
er than themselves. It is my extreme honor to
award him the 2019 Congressional Veteran
Commendation for the Third District of Texas.
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