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Again, these are collected taxes for which, 

by law, only authorized Federal navigation 
maintenance work is eligible. That the 
unspent balance has been allowed to accumu-
late and sit in the Federal Treasury as bal-
last against budget deficits is especially dis-
turbing at a time when Congress and the 
White House have rightly talked about the 
importance of tending to the county’s essen-
tial infrastructure. In the case of port chan-
nels, the money exists. That is an important 
consideration. No new revenue stream is re-
quired. 

As a final note, and for clarity sake, this 
issue is unrelated to the funding of the in-
land waterway system. There vessels, includ-
ing as tug and towboats, are charged an ex-
cise tax on fuel expenses. That revenue is ac-
counted for in the Inland Waterways Trust 
Fund and is spent on construction work such 
as lock and dam improvements. It is note-
worthy that unlike the case with the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund, the Inland Water-
ways Trust Fund resources are fully spent on 
that system’s navigation projects. 

Please vote for the Full Utilization of the 
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund legislation. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM D. FRIEDMAN, 

President & Chief Executive Officer. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
FLORIDA’S SEASONAL GROWERS 
(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to raise awareness about an issue 
that is important to our Nation and es-
sential to my district. Strawberry 
growers in Plant City, Florida, are 
under attack. 

For years Mexico has spent millions 
subsidizing their strawberry produc-
tion. This has allowed them to export 
strawberries at a cost our local growers 
cannot compete with. Consequently, 
imports of Mexican strawberries have 
increased by approximately 80 percent 
since 2010. Furthermore, current trade 
agreements don’t allow seasonal grow-
ers to bring antidumping claims. This 
means our growers are left with a right 
against unlawful dumping but no 
means of enforcing it. 

Plant City, Florida, is known as the 
Winter Strawberry Capital of the 
World and produces more than 85 per-
cent of all the winter strawberries 
grown here in our Nation. It is impera-
tive for Congress to correct the situa-
tion and pass legislation that gives our 
growers the protections that they need 
and deserve. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 
HONORABLE JOHN CONYERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. LAWRENCE: Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to pay tribute to Congressman 
John Conyers. He was one of the 13 
founding members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. I stand here today join-
ing the chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, KAREN BASS, in recog-
nizing that he served for 53 years in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, making 
him one of the longest-serving House 
Members in history and the first Afri-
can American to hold the title of dean. 

Congressman Conyers was born in 
Detroit on May 16, 1929, the eldest of 
four sons of John and Lucille. He at-
tended Detroit public schools and grad-
uated from Northwestern High School. 
After graduating he served in the Na-
tional Guard and then joined the U.S. 
Army. 

He was inspired by his friend, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, to run for office 
and was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1964. His first hire was 
civil rights hero, Rosa Parks. 

As a human rights and civil rights 
champion, Mr. Conyers opposed the 
death penalty and fought police bru-
tality. He also co-led and was a cospon-
sor for the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Mr. Conyers also assisted in passing 
the Help America Vote Act, the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, the motor 
vehicle bill, the National Jazz Preser-
vation, Education and Promulgation 
Act, and the Martin Luther King Fed-
eral Holiday Commission Extension 
Act. 

Today I am joined by a number of my 
colleagues who will be giving remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with honor that I 
yield to the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PAYNE). My colleague and my 
colleague’s father both served with 
John Conyers. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me 
first thank the gentlewoman from De-
troit for her leadership on this issue to-
night. We felt it was only fitting that 
she lead us in this Special Order hour 
for Mr. Conyers. 

I rise to honor the former Congress-
man, John James Conyers, after his 
passing on October 27, 2019. I would like 
to start by offering my thoughts and 
prayers to his wife, Monica, and his 
sons, John and Carl, during this time 
of loss. 

Mr. Conyers spent 53 years as a Con-
gressman from Michigan, mostly from 
districts in and around the Detroit 
area. Mr. Conyers was the third long-
est-serving Congressman and the long-
est-serving African American Con-
gressman in United States history. 

He helped found the Congressional 
Black Caucus with some of our Na-
tion’s most prominent civil rights lead-
ers and colleagues such as Shirley 
Chisholm and William Lacy Clay, Sr., 
the father of my esteemed colleague, 
WILLIAM LACY CLAY, Jr., from Mis-
souri’s First District. 

During his life he had several accom-
plishments in and out of Congress. He 

joined voter registration drives in 
Selma, Alabama, in 1963, a year before 
the landmark 1964 Civil Rights Act 
even became law. As a Congressman, he 
led the drive to help make Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s birthday a national 
holiday and succeeded through perse-
verance and continued efforts to make 
that happen despite insurmountable 
odds. He helped calm revolters in his 
district during Detroit’s racial strife of 
1967. He was a vocal opponent of apart-
heid in South Africa, a political system 
of legal racial discrimination that he 
just—as many of us in this great Na-
tion—would not tolerate. He fought for 
restrictions on gun ownership to pre-
vent violence, because he knew what it 
meant in so many of our communities 
to have these lax laws. 

At one point Mr. Conyers was called 
the leading Black voice in Congress. He 
was also known as one of the best 
dressers on Capitol Hill and a lover of 
jazz. He even got the Congress to de-
clare jazz a national American treasure 
in 1987. 

He was a dedicated public servant, an 
honored Korean war veteran, a cham-
pion of racial equality, and a strong 
figure in this House for half a century. 
His legacy will be remembered long 
after his passing. The work that he has 
done on this floor and in these Halls is 
second to none. He cared about this Na-
tion, he cared about his colleagues, and 
he cared about his constituents in his 
district. 

We will miss him dearly. Mr. Conyers 
was one of a kind. We are saddened by 
his loss, so we are here to honor him in 
the manner in which he should be as an 
esteemed former Member of this House. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, there 
are so many facts that we need to 
share about John Conyers, including 
the fact that in his 52 years in office he 
represented Michigan’s First Congres-
sional District, Michigan’s 14th Con-
gressional District, and Michigan’s 
13th Congressional District. Also dur-
ing his time in Congress he chaired the 
House Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee and also the House Judiciary 
Committee and served as dean of the 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) who is my 
amazing colleague and who will have 
comments about the passing and hon-
oring of our colleague whom we all are 
mourning, John Conyers, who impacted 
so many of us in this country. 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the young lady from Michigan— 
Mrs. LAWRENCE. I love that. 

Mr. LEWIS. Well, you are still very 
young—for bringing us together to 
honor John Conyers. 

The former dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the cofounder of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, John Con-
yers, was born at a time when we need-
ed someone to stand up and to speak up 
and speak out and to get in the way of 
getting what I call good trouble, nec-
essary trouble. 

As a matter of fact, John Conyers 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. were born 
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