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As a member of the House Education and 

Labor Committee, I am particularly excited 
about Dr. Marrero’s previous partnerships be-
tween local educators and community leaders 
to establish a common vision for PreK–16 stu-
dent success. 

Dr. Marrero’s past successes building uni-
versity-wide efforts to create a collaborative 
culture of high performance, evidence-based 
leadership, and employee engagement will 
keep Georgia Southern at the forefront of 
higher education. 

On behalf of Georgia’s 12th Congressional 
District, I want to thank Dr. Marrero for his 
leadership and congratulate him on his inves-
titure. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
regarding my absence from the House on 
Monday, October 21, 2019. Had I been 
present for Roll Call No. 568, I would have 
voted ‘‘nay’’ on the motion to table consider-
ation of H. Res. 647, a resolution to condemn 
and censure Congressman ADAM SCHIFF for 
making false statements at the House Intel-
ligence Committee hearing on September 26, 
2019. 

As a co-sponsor of the censuring resolution, 
I strongly support efforts to bring it to a vote 
on the House floor. Unfortunately, as my col-
leagues across the aisle continue to conduct 
an impeachment inquiry in secret, this is yet 
another example of their refusal to be trans-
parent with the American people. Just as they 
have refused to go on record and vote on im-
peachment, my colleagues across the aisle 
are refusing to hold one of our colleagues ac-
countable for making false and disparaging 
representations of the President of the United 
States. Congress has a Constitutional respon-
sibility to be fair and transparent, and refusing 
to do so has very grave consequences for the 
future of our country. 

We were all elected to the people’s house 
to work on behalf of the American people. Re-
fusing to have a fair and open debate, as well 
as a recorded vote on H. Res. 647, is a se-
vere disservice to the American people, and 
an affront to the democracy upon which our 
country was founded. 
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FULL UTILIZATION OF THE HAR-
BOR MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 28, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 2440, the ‘‘Full Utili-
zation of the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
Act.’’ 

H.R. 2440 creates a discretionary spending 
limit adjustment for full utilization of the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund to ensure that funds 
are used to support navigation and maintain 
federally authorized harbors. 

This bill makes certain amounts in the trust 
fund available, without appropriation, to pay 
100 percent of the eligible operations and 
maintenance costs of specified portions of the 
Saint Lawrence Seaway and up to 100% of 
the eligible operations and maintenance costs 
assigned to commercial navigation of all U.S. 
harbors and inland harbors. 

The Harbor Maintenance Tax and the Har-
bor Maintenance Trust Fund were established 
in 1986 to fund the operation and mainte-
nance of Federal ports and harbors. 

The Harbor Maintenance Tax is charged 
against the value of imports and domestic 
cargo arriving at U.S. ports that have feder-
ally-maintained harbors and channels and de-
posited into the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund. 

Appropriations from the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund are primarily used for maintenance 
dredging, dredged material disposal areas, jet-
ties, and breakwaters. 

Since 2002, there has been a growing gap 
between the annual amount of Harbor Mainte-

nance Tax collected and the annual amount of 
appropriations from the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund. 

According to the Department of Commerce 
in 2012, Texas exports totaled $265 billion. 

In Houston, one of the greatest engines the 
local and national economy is the port. 

The Port of Houston is a 25-mile-long com-
plex of diversified public and private facilities 
located just a few hours’ sailing time from the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

As a senior member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, and the former chair of the 
Transportation Security Subcommittee, I un-
derstand that the challenge of protecting our 
nation’s vital assets such as transportation in-
frastructure requires the finest technology and 
the highest levels of intelligence. 

With the nation’s largest petrochemical com-
plex supplying over 40 percent of the nation’s 
base petrochemical manufacturing capacity, 
what happens at the Port of Houston affects 
the entire nation. 

The Port Commissioners and the Port Au-
thority staff are keenly aware of their role in 
ensuring that this investment in human inge-
nuity and economic power receives the protec-
tion it needs. 

We have the best emergency response ves-
sel available to Houston to protect this na-
tional asset and treasure. 

While the Port of Houston generates be-
tween $70–$100 million per year in HMT reve-
nues and needs $50–$60 million for mainte-
nance dredging per year, the Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE) is typically allocated only 
$30 million for dredging in the Houston Ship 
Channel, causing severe draft restrictions 
which greatly effects ship traffic negatively in 
the Ship Channel. 

It is critical for the United States Congress 
to address this issue and ensure that funds 
are spent to support navigation and maintain 
federally authorized harbors. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H.R. 2440 to ensure that 
monies collected into the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund are able to be spent for our critical 
port and harbor needs. 
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