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Paulus teaches chemistry at North 
Hennepin Community College in Min-
nesota’s Sixth Congressional District. 

Professor Paulus has been mentoring 
students at North Hennepin Commu-
nity College and participating as a 
science fair judge for local high schools 
through the North Hennepin mentoring 
program for approximately 15 years. 
During this time, Professor Paulus has 
mentored about 100 students with 
amazing results. Students partici-
pating in her mentoring program are 40 
percent more likely to graduate than 
the Minnesota average. 

This Presidential Award is not the 
first time Professor Paulus has been 
recognized for her success with stu-
dents. In fact, she was previously 
awarded for extraordinary under-
graduate teaching from the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching. She has also received the an-
nual Student Life Faculty Excellence 
Award which she received from North 
Hennepin Community College. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Pro-
fessor Paulus on receiving the Presi-
dential Award. She deserves it. 
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RECOGNIZING VINCE HOLLAND, 
MATT BOYD, MATT CONNOLLY, 
BILLY DONAHUE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say that September 10, 2019, 
was a very special day for an infant 
child who had been severely neglected 
by her mother. And had it not been for 
the quick action by members of the 
Tega Cay Police Department located in 
South Carolina, the abuse would have 
continued. 

Four officers—Sergeant Vince Hol-
land, Officer Matt Boyd, Officer Matt 
Connolly, and Officer Billy Donahue— 
responded to a call at 6 p.m. from em-
ployees of the Tega Cay Walmart who 
were concerned about a mother who 
was with an infant who, in the words of 
the officers, was ‘‘filthy’’ and in dire 
need of help. 

The officers immediately reacted to 
the situation by cleaning the infant 
and giving food, diapers, and other aid 
to the child. The officers stayed with 
the child while the South Carolina De-
partment of Social Services was noti-
fied and the child was taken into emer-
gency custody by the agency, along 
with two other children who were re-
moved from the home. 

The mother was charged with three 
felony drug charges, shoplifting, and 
cruelty to a child. In the words of Chief 
Steve Parker, ‘‘That little baby did 
nothing wrong.’’ 

Because of the action of these brave 
officers who showed compassion and 
empathy, three children are now out of 
danger and living in a safe environ-
ment. 

The four officers of the Tega Cay Po-
lice Department lived out the words of 
Winston Churchill, who said, there are 
times when doing your best is not good 
enough; we must do what is required. 

Sergeant Vince Holland, Officer Matt 
Boyd, Officer Matt Connolly, and Offi-
cer Billy Donahue are shining examples 
of the saying, ‘‘to live is to serve.’’ 
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HONORING STEVE TAMAYO FOR 
LIFETIME CONTRIBUTION TO NA-
TIVE AMERICAN CULTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Steve Tamayo in 
recognition of Native American Herit-
age Month for his lifetime contribu-
tions in the arts and the preservation 
of Native American culture. 

Steve’s passion has been fueled by 
the desire to restore what was taken 
away from the indigenous people of 
this land. For centuries, cultural 
teachings have been passed down 
through art. Symbols, colors, patterns, 
and construction techniques are nar-
ratives that reflect values and beliefs 
of traditional Native American life. 
American history is bound in the an-
tiquity of its Native people. 

We are proud of the role Mr. Tamayo 
has played in ensuring that we can all 
learn and appreciate this rich heritage. 

Steve Tamayo was one of four chil-
dren raised by loving parents 
Fortunato and Beulah Tamayo. As a 
migrant worker, Fortunato grew up 
working the fields from Texas to Mon-
tana. Notwithstanding this lack of 
schooling, he was successful in obtain-
ing a job and taking care of his family. 
Steve describes his mother as a kind 
and compassionate woman despite her 
difficult childhood as a survivor of the 
American Indian boarding school trag-
edy. Steve’s parents encouraged their 
children to have a strong work ethic, 
to focus on getting an education, and 
to pursue the opportunities they were 
not afforded. 

After graduating from Thomas Jef-
ferson High School in May 1984, Steve 
enlisted in the U.S. Army, serving with 
the 101st Airborne Division. After re-
turning to Omaha, he sought out Na-
tive elders to guide him in his pursuit 
of cultural knowledge. 

In 1988, his first teacher was Cleo 
Frazier from Yankton Sioux Reserva-
tion of South Dakota. She resided in 
the Omaha area and took time to teach 
Steve and his older brother about in-
digenous life. This relationship fos-
tered Steve’s quest to learn as much as 
possible about the history and stories 
of indigenous people. 

This led him to an elder named How-
ard Wolf, a World War II veteran from 
the Umo N Ho N Nation of Nebraska. 
Under elder Wolf’s guidance, Steve 
learned about art and regalia, includ-
ing the traditional materials, construc-
tion, and the history surrounding Na-
tive American artifacts. 

In 2000, he moved to the Rosebud Res-
ervation, where he was able to gain a 
deeper understanding of the art of the 
Northern Plains Tribes. Because of the 
unique skills and specific knowledge 
gained, Steve was hired as faculty in 
the Lakota Studies Department of 
Sinte Gleska, where he taught college 
students for 12 years. 

In 2005, he became the cultural spe-
cialist for the Native American Advo-
cacy Program on the Rosebud Reserva-
tion in South Dakota. This was a spe-
cial time for Steve because he was in a 
place that was the ancestral homeland 
of his mother’s family. 

That same year was an important 
point in his professional life. A group 
of conservators from the Smithsonian 
Institution stumbled upon him while 
tanning a buffalo hide in his front 
yard. Six months later, he was headed 
for Washington, D.C., for a 6-month in-
ternship. 

Since that time, Steve has been one 
of the main consultants from the 
Plains Tribes for the National Museum 
of the American Indian. He has been 
part of numerous exhibitions, including 
an exhibit scheduled to run for 15 years 
called ‘‘As We Grow,’’ featuring his-
toric games and toys of the Plains Indi-
ans. 

In 2015, Steve traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., to erect a teepee that he 
painted on The Mall and presented to 
President Obama, which is now part of 
the Smithsonian’s collection. 

He had the opportunity to paint two 
buffalo robes for Willie Nelson and Neil 
Young at the ‘‘Harvest the Hope’’ con-
cert in Neligh, Nebraska, to honor 
them for their work in preserving our 
Nebraska land. 

Steve’s work has helped to educate 
our country about our history, the cul-
ture, and the struggles of Native Amer-
ican people. 

Today, Steve leads study groups on 
all four reservations in Nebraska and 
nine reservations in South Dakota. He 
travels to schools and museums 
throughout the country to help train 
students, docents, conservators, and 
curators on the significance of tradi-
tional Native arts, as well as the dan-
gers of cultural appropriation. 

Steve is on the Artists in Schools and 
Communities roster for the Nebraska 
Arts Council. He serves as the cultural 
consultant for the Omaha Public 
Schools’ Native Indigenous Centered 
Education program. He works as the 
cultural specialist for the Nebraska 
Urban Indian Health Coalition. Steve 
has also been an adjunct instructor for 
the University of Nebraska Omaha and 
Metropolitan Community College. 

In 2014, he was honored by Nebraska 
Governor Dave Heineman at the Ne-
braska Arts Council’s Governor’s Arts 
Awards when he was presented the Her-
itage Art Award. His proudest moment 
was when his mother saw him receive 
that award. 

Steve has also become a source of 
pride and empowerment for his chil-
dren. Of his six children, his eldest 
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