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others are unwilling to discuss, this 
veteran is really a fighter and a soldier 
of truth. 

These individuals have dedicated 
themselves to truthfully informing the 
people of the Virgin Islands about their 
community and the world outside of 
our small corner of it. They are truly 
legacies of D. Hamilton Jackson. 

We must continue this work, as Vir-
gin Islanders still have limited con-
stitutional rights as determined by the 
Insular Cases of the early 1900s. Those 
Supreme Court decisions relegate peo-
ple living within the territories to a 
separate and unequal status. 

The cases posture that people living 
in territories are inferior races that 
cannot understand Anglo-Saxon prin-
ciples of law. It keeps American citi-
zens living in places like the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, and Puerto Rico as disen-
franchised from the full American ex-
perience. 

As a young constituent of mine re-
cently wrote in an essay outlining the 
importance of free press, ‘‘only a free 
press can ensure the people’s access to 
information and build a well-informed, 
transparent, and accountable society,’’ 
and that ‘‘we, the people, owe it to our 
country to demand and defend the free-
dom of such a priceless heritage.’’ 

What a wonderful sentiment from a 
young person. 

Free press, we must cherish and pro-
tect it as a most American of values 
and as one of the most fragile pillars of 
democracy here and around the world. 

In the words of D. Hamilton Jackson, 
I challenge us to walk in his spirit and 
challenge the status quo for the better-
ment of our people and our Nation. Let 
us all embody the motto of his news-
paper, The Herald: ‘‘Liberty, equality, 
fraternity.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today 
is a great day because, after decades of 
struggle, this House will recognize the 
Armenian genocide, just in time to be 
viewed by the last survivors of the first 
genocide of the 20th century. 

Two weeks ago, I came to this floor 
and I said now is the time, finally, to 
recognize the Armenian genocide be-
cause it was no longer the time to kow-
tow to Turkey. Since then, many of us 
have approached the Speaker and urged 
her to put this bill on the floor. 

But this great day belongs to NANCY 
PELOSI, our Speaker, who made the de-
cision to bring it to the floor, where we 
will pass this resolution, H. Res. 296, 
which I and so many others introduced 
to this House in April of this year. And, 
of course, I have cosponsored and been 
an original cosponsor of every Arme-
nian genocide resolution since 1997. 

We always should have recognized 
the Armenian genocide, but we were 

told again and again that we wouldn’t 
do it because we have this great alli-
ance with Turkey. 

Earlier this month, Turkish forces 
shelled to the left and then to the right 
of an American base. It seemed clear to 
many that they were ready to kill 
Americans. America withdrew. And 
this was not some well-planned, care-
ful, deliberate withdrawal. We left be-
cause of the Turkish shelling and the 
Turkish threats. 

Great alliance? It has been a great al-
liance for Turkey. We defended them 
from communism. We defended them 
from the Soviet Union. We provided 
them $23 billion in aid. And we are the 
reason why there is not an independent 
Kurdistan in northern Iraq. 

They shelled to the left; they shelled 
to the right of an American military 
outpost. 

From 1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Em-
pire massacred 1.5 million Armenians, 
the first genocide of the 20th century. 
There is no doubt that this occurred. 
Even the administration testified be-
fore our committee last week. 

The massacre of 1.5 million Arme-
nians in 1915, et cetera, was one of the 
greatest crimes of the 20th century, 
and this is not in dispute. There is no 
dispute that that mass death con-
stituted a genocide because Raphael 
Lemkin, who invented the word ‘‘geno-
cide,’’ said the Armenian genocide was 
an example—the first example, per-
haps—of what he was talking about. 

It is time that we recognize the geno-
cide because genocide denial is the last 
act of the genocide. First, you oblit-
erate a people; then, you seek to oblit-
erate their memory; and, finally, you 
seek to obliterate the memory of the 
obliteration. 

But genocide denial is also the first 
step in the next genocide. When Hit-
ler’s cadres wondered whether they 
could get away with the Holocaust, he 
assured them: Who today speaks of the 
annihilation of the Armenians? 

And it is time to recognize this geno-
cide to remove a stain on America’s 
honor because, up until now, we have 
hidden and refused to acknowledge the 
truth. We have been silent, all in an ef-
fort to appease Turkey. 

Turkey committed a genocide in 
World War I and denies it to this day. 
Germany committed a genocide during 
World War II and has acknowledged it 
from the 1940s. 

Germany has moved on to be a pros-
perous and strong democracy. Turkey 
continues to deny the genocide, then 
passes law prohibiting the discussion of 
the genocide; and that leads to censor-
ship, authoritarianism, undercuts the 
rule of law, leads to corruption and a 
country that has great problems. 

Where would Germany be if it denied 
the Holocaust to this day? Where 
would we be if we denied the genocide 
of so many Native American Tribes? 

Turkey will be a great ally of the 
United States only when it recognizes 
the first genocide of the 20th century, 
only when it allows free discussion of 
its own history by its own people. 

So, today is the right day to recog-
nize the first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury. We should have done it earlier. 
We should do it every year on the anni-
versary in April. But it starts here and 
now, and, finally, America can stand 
up along with so many other countries 
that have recognized that genocide. 

f 

BILLS ADDRESSING GUN 
VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address two critical bills that would 
mandate studies to examine, one, 
whether tasers are a safer alternative 
to firearms and, two, how innovative 
technology can enhance the safety of 
firearms. 

My bill, H.R. 4740, the TASER Access, 
Safety, and Effectiveness Review Study 
Act, or TASERS Act, will direct the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
to coordinate a multiagency study 
comparing the effectiveness and the 
safety of firearms and of tasers. By 
studying tasers, Mr. Speaker, we can 
determine whether they can be a safe, 
effective, and, most importantly, non-
lethal weapon of self-defense. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4784 would direct 
the National Institute of Justice to up-
date its 2013 study on gun safety tech-
nologies. The 2013 NIJ study noted that 
several innovative gun-locking tech-
nologies were close to coming onto the 
market in our Nation. 

Newer gun-locking or smart-gun 
technologies require fingerprints or 
other advanced mechanisms to unlock 
the firearms. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Speaker, vehement protests and inac-
curate information about drastic cost 
increases from the gun lobby have pre-
vented this technology from becoming 
widely available. 

Mr. Speaker, smart-gun technology 
has the potential to stop firearms from 
being used by those who shouldn’t pos-
sess them. A 2019 Department of Jus-
tice survey found that 56 percent of 
prisoners who possessed a firearm dur-
ing their offense obtained it through il-
licit channels. Additionally, Mr. 
Speaker, a study in the American Jour-
nal of Public Health concluded that 
over 1,500 stolen guns were recovered in 
connection with violent crimes be-
tween 2010 and 2016. 

Updating the Department of Justice’s 
2013 study would be a critical step for-
ward into determining how smart-gun 
technology can be incorporated into 
the multifaceted approach needed to 
reduce gun violence. 

Congress must always seek to har-
ness the power of innovation and inno-
vative technology to make Americans 
safer. The studies these bills would 
mandate are a critical first step in 
evaluating how we can use technology 
and innovation to prevent gun vio-
lence. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to sponsor 
both of these measures and encourage 
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