October 30, 2019

[Rollcall Vote No. 337 Leg.]

YEAS—43
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Brown Jones Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klobuchar Smith
gaile'y Il\;leam},r Stabenow
ollins anchin

Coons Markey Egster

all
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley |
Durbin Murphy Wa%ner
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Hassan Reed

NAYS—52
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven ) Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Isakson
Cassidy Johnson Szgzt gé’;
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford X
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo McConnell T?“{ne
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Tgomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue
NOT VOTING—5

Bennet Harris Warren
Booker Sanders

The joint resolution (S.J. Res.
was rejected.
———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on amend-
ment No. 948 to H.R. 30565, a bill making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2020, and for other purposes.

Richard C. Shelby, Mike Crapo, John
Cornyn, Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, Shel-
ley Moore Capito, Roger F. Wicker,
Lisa Murkowski, Mike Rounds, Pat
Roberts, John Boozman, Marco Rubio,
John Barrasso, Kevin Cramer, Richard
Burr, James E. Risch, Mitch McCon-
nell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on amendment No.
948, offered by the Senator from Ala-
bama, Mr. SHELBY, to H.R. 3055, a bill
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020,
and for other purposes, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rules.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
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Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-
NEY). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 88,
nays b5, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 338 Leg.]

YEAS—88
Alexander Graham Reed
Baldwin Grassley Risch
Barrasso Hassan Roberts
Blumenthal Hawley Romney
Blunt Heinrich Rosen
Boozman Hirono Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Brown Hyde-Smith
Burr Inhofe zilisaiz
Cantwell Isakson Schumer
Capito Johnson
Cardin Jones Scott (8C)
Carper Kaine Shaheen
Casey Kennedy Spelby
Collins King Sinema
Coons Lankford Smith
Cornyn Leahy Stabenow
Cortez Masto Manchin Sullivan
Cotton Markey Tester
Cramer McConnell Thune
Crapo McSally Tillis
Daines Menendez Toomey
Duckworth Merkley Udall
Durbin Moran Van Hollen
Enzi Murkowski Warner
Ernst Murphy Whitehouse
Feinstein Murray Wicker
Fischer Perdue Wyden
Gardner Peters Young
Gillibrand Portman

NAYS—5
Blackburn Lee Scott (FL)
Cruz Paul

NOT VOTING—T7

Bennet Harris Warren
Booker Klobuchar
Cassidy Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 88, the nays are 5.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

———————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, INTERIOR, ENVIRON-
MENT, MILITARY  CONSTRUC-
TION, VETERANS AFFAIRS,
TRANSPORTATION, AND HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

Shelby amendment No. 948, in the nature
of a substitute.

S6271

McConnell (for Shelby) amendment No.
950, to make a technical correction.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, so far,
the 116th Congress has been full of a
number of dubious measures, as I
might characterize them, by our
friends across the aisle as it relates to
our healthcare system.

For starters, our Democratic col-
leagues in the Senate and the House
and on the Presidential campaign trail
are hailing Medicare for All as the gold
standard for healthcare in America.

I was here during the debates over
the Affordable Care Act, and I remem-
ber President Obama’s saying, if you
like your policy, you can keep it and
that if you like your doctor, you can
keep your doctor. Neither one of those
proved to be correct and true. Yet,
here, our Democratic colleagues have
simply given up all pretense and have
embraced a Medicare for All Program
that would outlaw some 180 million
Americans’ private health insurance
policies. In other words, the policy you
get through your employer as part of
the fringe benefits of your employment
would no longer be available under
Medicare for All. This is, of course, so-
cialized medicine, which ensures long
waits for substandard care.

Yes, it is true that I have heard some
say: ‘“Well, it is Medicare for All. Who
would want it?”’ and others say: ‘“‘No. I
am for the public option.” Both of
these are slippery slopes into a single-
payer, socialized medicine healthcare
system that will deny consumers the
choices they might prefer to make for
themselves rather than to leave the
government to make those choices for
them. Not only would this trigger a lot
of disruption, it would also lead to
sharp increases in taxes to fund this,
roughly, $30 trillion pipedream.

Last month, Speaker PELOSI man-
aged to take this debate on healthcare
to the next level. It seems like control-
ling people’s healthcare alone isn’t
enough. Now they want to run the drug
industry too. Forget about choice. For-
get about competition. Forget about
innovation. One of the things that has
characterized the American healthcare
system is the lifesaving innovation of
drugs. The Democrats want to now
have the Federal Government deter-
mine what the formulary is, what
drugs are available to you. They want
to set the prices and ensure the bureau-
crats rather than families are at the
center of our healthcare system. They
are churning out partisan healthcare
bills, one after another, and taking
their party further and further to the
left with every move.

I would like to think, ultimately,
cooler heads will prevail in the Senate,
where we have been working on bipar-
tisan bills to bring down healthcare
costs. For example, the Senate’s Judi-
ciary, Finance, and HELP Committees
have each passed bipartisan packages
of bills to end surprise billing so as to
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