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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 30, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of House of January 3,
2019, the Chair will now recognize
Members from lists submitted by the
majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

DETERIORATING CONDITIONS AT
THE MEXICAN BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VELA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, last Friday,
many of us attended the funeral for our
colleague, Elijah Cummings. His story
and the service were inspirational. On
that same day, this article concerning
the deteriorating conditions of the
Mexican border appeared in The Texas
Tribune about the consequences of the
Trump administration’s Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols, or MPP.

The article describes America’s inhu-
manity unfolding in Matamoros, Mex-
ico, a border town in which I, as a
child, spent much of my time and in
which my ancestors are buried. It is a
story about America’s cruelty, for
which the President of the TUnited
States is directly responsible.

As I thought about what I could do
about this situation, I couldn’t help
but ask myself: What would Elijah do?

By creating obstacle after obstacle,
the Trump administration does every-
thing within its power to prevent asy-
lum claimants from having their right-
ful day in court, whether they are enti-
tled to stay or not.

Its latest obstruction is the Migrant
Protection Protocols, which are any-
thing but protection. The MPP forces
asylum claimants to wait in dangerous
Mexican border towns as their claims
are processed, and they have proven to
be nothing more than a weapon used to
destroy America’s longstanding reputa-
tion as the world’s greatest melting
pot. It is a blatant violation of the due
process clause of the U.S. Constitution.

Our Nation’s asylum laws guarantee
the right to live in the United States
while claims are adjudicated. Over 1,500
people now live in squalor in Mata-
moros, Mexico. They have no running
water and a marginal number of toilets
for all of them. They are housed in
tents and forced to bathe naked out in
the Rio Grande River. Their daily sub-
sistence depends on the goodness of the
volunteers from the Rio Grande Valley
and across this Nation who cross into
Mexico every day to provide a simple
meal. The conditions are worse than
those that I have seen in Syrian ref-
ugee camps.

This is not the way America is sup-
posed to work.

The administration claims that by
creating secret, sham, tent courts
along the border that it is processing
asylum claims. This is nothing more
than a glaring effort to obliterate due

process. In these so-called courts con-
stitutional protections vanish, and
civil liberties disappear.

The administration’s policy is se-
verely restricting and imposing bar-
riers on the very fundamental bedrock
of our legal system—the attorney-cli-
ent relationship. Lawyers representing
these asylum claimants are reporting
that the MPP policy is making some-
thing as simple as the opportunity to
meet with their client an impos-
sibility. As of this August, less than 2
percent of those in MPP court even had
lawyers representing them. The forc-
ible removal of claimants to another
country while they await adjudication
is a judicial charade, represents a total
abdication of the principles of fairness
that are the foundations of our justice
system, and makes a mockery of our
Constitution.

Not only are asylum claimants being
denied their rights, the public and the
press are consistently denied access to
these proceedings.

What is there to hide?

The presence of attorneys, advocates,
the press, and the public at these hear-
ings preserves our democracy. The
president of the National Association
of Immigration Judges states as fol-
lows:

Normal immigration court is open to the
public. In civil proceedings in America, one
of the fundamental tenets of our justice sys-
tem is that there has to be accountability to
the public. We do not do stuff behind closed
doors. That is not what America is about.
And yet, with each immigration policy deci-
sion the last 3 years, we are moving closer
and closer to a model that does not resemble
anything in the American judicial system; it
is more like what you might see in China or
Russia.

In our system of criminal jurispru-
dence, a person may be guilty, or they
may not be. But with regard to juris-
prudence, a party may be culpable or
not culpable. But one thing everyone
gets is the opportunity to be heard.
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So we have a choice. We can turn a
blind eye to the horror that is this ad-
ministration’s asylum policy, or we
can answer our colleague, Elijah’s, call
to create a system that stands for jus-
tice. Let’s tear down the Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols. Let’s hire the judges
so that we can efficiently and fairly ad-
judicate asylum claims. Let the asy-
lum claimant live in dignity and give
them back their right to be in this
country while they wait for their cases
to be heard.

If asylum is denied after a fair and
just adjudication, let the claimant
leave this country knowing that the
United States system of government
gave them a fair shake.

If, on the other hand, a claimant is
given refugee status, let’s rally behind
them. Let’s show them what America
is really like. Let’s help them achieve
the American dream. I think that is
what Elijah Cummings would do.

———

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. KEVIN HERN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Mr.
Speaker, Oklahoma native, Christopher
Horton, is one of the namesakes of H.
Res. 107 which passed the House yester-
day.

Army Specialist Christopher Horton
served in the Oklahoma National
Guard’s 1st Battalion, 279th Infantry
Regiment, 45th Infantry Brigade.

Horton grew up in Collinsville, OKkla-
homa, and was an exceptional sharp-
shooter. Horton was killed in action on
September 9, 2011, in Afghanistan while
serving in Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His bravery and patriotism are
remembered today as his legacy is en-
shrined 8 years later.

Family members of fallen heroes
hold a special place in our society. The
program started with this legislation
will give family members of our fallen
heroes the unique opportunity to expe-
rience our government up close with a
12-month fellowship in Congress. A
front-row seat to the legislative proc-
ess is a valuable asset to a person de-
ciding where they want to go in their
career. These yearlong fellowships will
allow the family members of our fallen
veterans to become a part of the same
democracy that their loved ones fought
to defend.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the passage of
this bill and the bipartisan work of my
colleagues, TRENT KELLY and MIKIE
SHERRILL, as well as the tenacious per-
severance of both families of the fallen
soldiers.

———————

HONORING VANESSA WHITING OF
CLEVELAND, OHIO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from

Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes.
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, today 1

rise to honor Vanessa Whiting of Cleve-
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land, Ohio, the recipient of the 2019
Black Professional of the Year Award.

Ms. Whiting will become the 39th in-
dividual to receive this distinguished
award given by the Black Professionals
Association Charitable Foundation at
their annual scholarship and awards
gala. Each year the organization hon-
ors an African American professional
for their career accomplishments, com-
munity engagement, and civic con-
tributions.

Through her considerable achieve-
ments as an attorney, entrepreneur,
and civic leader, Ms. Whiting is most
deserving of this long overdue recogni-
tion. She embodies the mission of the
Black Professionals Association Chari-
table Foundation, which is to create
opportunities for African American
professionals by providing scholarship,
leadership, and career development.

As president of AES Management and
a Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen
franchisee, Ms. Whiting has made hir-
ing people from her community a pri-
ority, creating employment opportuni-
ties where there are few options.

Ms. Whiting has more than 30 years
of experience as an attorney. Through-
out her law career, she focused her
work on revitalizing struggling neigh-
borhoods and helping small and minor-
ity-owned businesses succeed.

Ms. Whiting has committed her time
and talents to address affordable hous-
ing, the need for community centers,
and other projects in our area designed
to uplift the community and empower
its residents.

Ms. Whiting was recently elected
chair of the MetroHealth Hospital
Board of Trustees where she continues
her work promoting diversity and in-
clusion throughout Cuyahoga County’s
public health system. She has served in
many key board positions in the Cleve-
land community, including the NAACP
Cleveland Branch, the Tri-C Founda-
tion, Karamu House, and the Cleveland
Housing Network Board of Trustees.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Ms. Whiting
for her outstanding contributions to
Ohio’s 11th Congressional District. My
sincere congratulations go to Ms. Whit-
ing on this distinguished accomplish-
ment, and I thank her for her leader-
ship and her service.

———
CLINCH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Clinch Me-
morial Hospital for being named the
Hometown Health Hospital of the Year
for 2019.

I am proud of the work that Clinch
Memorial Hospital is doing to provide
high-quality care to our rural commu-
nities in the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia. With unique chal-
lenges facing rural healthcare systems
across the Nation, Clinch Memorial
Hospital has met these challenges
head-on and is using groundbreaking
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programs to better the care for individ-
uals in the surrounding rural commu-
nities.

Over the last 2 years, the hospital’s
CEO, Ms. Angela Ammons, has added
new programs to help people with sub-
stance abuse issues, a swing-bed sys-
tem to more efficiently use their re-
sources, and a new wound care unit.
But most importantly, she has nearly
miraculously turned around the hos-
pital’s financials, maintaining the
community’s access to healthcare and
keeping the local economy churning.

Clinch Memorial Hospital is more
than deserving of the Hospital of the
Year Award.

Congratulations,
good work.

NATIONAL PHARMACIST MONTH 2019

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize October as
being National Pharmacist Month 2019.

According to Census data, there are
over 200,000 pharmacists across the
U.S., with another 25,000 pharmacy
aides. Every day these pharmacists are
providing vaccines for a number of ill-
nesses and carefully counseling pa-
tients on prescriptions to help heal
sickness and reduce pain. Through this
work, pharmacists are considered one
of the top three most-trusted profes-
sions in America.

Mr. Speaker, this month, as well as
through the rest of the year, I encour-
age everyone to visit your pharmacist,
ask questions about your prescriptions,
and get to know the people who provide
your medicine and work to keep you
healthy.

As the only pharmacist currently
serving in Congress, I am proud to rec-
ognize the work these individuals are
doing every day to serve their local
communities around the country.

Keep up the good work.

FORTY-DAY PRO LIFE VIGIL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize all those
participating in the 40 Days for Life
Vigil happening September 25 through
November 3.

For the past 40 days, individuals in
cities across the world have been fast-
ing, praying, campaigning, and holding
a vigil in order to end abortion. In the
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia, Savannahians have been contrib-
uting to the cause through their own
vigil and luncheon. The organization
has helped save 16,000 lives, close 104
abortion centers, and 191 abortion
workers to quit their jobs.

As a medical professional, father, and
grandfather, I believe that every life is
sacred. I cannot thank these individ-
uals enough for their important work.
After the 40 Days for Life Vigil is over,
I hope you will join me in continuing
the fight to save the lives of our chil-
dren.

and keep up the

————
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RECOGNIZING SHEILA McNEILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Ms. Sheila
McNeill for receiving the 2019 Distin-
guished Civilian Award by the Naval
Submarine League.

Ms. McNeill was the first-ever woman
to win this award, and I could not be
more proud of the work she has done in
the First Congressional District of
Georgia over the last 20 years.

Living in Camden County, near the
Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base, she
has advocated for the U.S. submarine
force at both the national and local
levels, often traveling to Washington
and meeting with dozens of Members of
Congress to keep our submarines at
sea, protecting our Nation.

On one specific occasion, Ms. McNeill
was critical in retaining the Nation’s
first four ballistic missile submarines
by converting them into guided-missile
submarines. Her commitment to the
Armed Forces extends deeply into the
surrounding communities, ensuring
that they maintain close-knit relation-
ships through her work as president of
the Camden Partnership.

Mr. Speaker, I thank and congratu-
late Ms. McNeill for her work in the
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia.

———

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
CONYERS’ LIFE AND LEGACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of the late Congressman John Conyers
and to extend my deepest condolences
to his wife, Monica, his family, chil-
dren, former staff, and the people of
Detroit, who he served so well for more
than 50 years.

Congressman Conyers was a tireless
advocate for racial and economic jus-
tice and an ardent defender of civil
rights. We all owe him a debt of grati-
tude for his unwavering commitment
to pushing our Nation to live up to its
ideals of liberty and justice for all.
That is his legacy.

I met Congressman Conyers during
my time as a staffer to our beloved late
Congressman Ron Dellums, who was
also a cofounder of the Congressional
Black Caucus with Congressman Con-
yers. They were very close friends and
worked together on many issues, in-
cluding the establishment of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Federal holiday. I
always remember staffing the many
meetings with Ron, Congressman Con-
yers, and the legendary Stevie Wonder,
who worked with us as we planned our
outside-inside strategy for the holiday
legislation. And it worked.

John believed in our democracy and
the power of the people. He recognized
that the only way democracy can work
is with the input, vision, and voice of
the people.

Congressman Conyers stood on the
front lines of the fight for so many im-
portant issues during his time in office,
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and he was cosponsor of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. I probably wouldn’t
be standing here as a Member of Con-
gress had it not been for Congressman
Conyers.

As a cofounder of the Congressional
Black Caucus, he focused the Nation’s
attention on racial inequality and in-
justices faced by African Americans
around the country, from inequity in
education, to poverty, to mass incar-
ceration. He stood up for those who
needed his advocacy the most.

Of course, when Rosa Parks fell on
hard times after refusing to give up her
seat on a segregated Montgomery bus,
in what launched the civil rights move-
ment, John hired her to work in his
district office in Detroit, where she
worked until she retired in 1988.

For more than 30 years, he fought for
H.R. 40, the Commission to Study and
Develop Reparation Proposals for Afri-
can-Americans Act, which calls for a
commission to study reparations for
descendants of enslaved people from
Africa.

Congressman  Conyers, Chairman
Conyers, he was masterful, drawing a
connection between the historical in-
justices faced by African Americans
and the present-day inequities experi-
enced in our communities.

I am so proud to support H.R. 40
today and to continue his work. In his
honor, I hope that my colleagues sup-
port Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON
LEE’s efforts to take H.R. 40 over the
finish line.

Congressman Conyers was a progres-
sive champion who fought for all of us.
He was an early supporter of single-
payer healthcare. I believe the bill was
H.R. 676, which I was proud to cospon-
sor.

He fought to ensure that every Amer-
ican has access to quality, affordable
healthcare. He fought to protect our
safety net so that folks who needed a
helping hand, no matter their color,
can keep a roof over their heads and
food on the table.

He spoke out vocally against the
Trump administration’s attacks on
civil rights and human rights for peo-
ple of color and the LGBTQ commu-
nity. Indeed, though Congressman Con-
yers represented Detroit, he truly
fought for all Americans and earned his
affectionate name of ‘“‘America’s Con-
gressman.’”’

Also, John formed the Poor People’s
Caucus in the House, where he encour-
aged Members to speak out for the poor
and low-income folks.

In his memory, let us fight for the
most vulnerable Americans. Like our
friend, Congressman Elijah Cummings,
who we recently lost as well, Congress-
man Conyers’ legacy and impact will
live on, though he is no longer with us.
His legacy should continue to inspire
us to keep up the fight for justice and
equality, which he dedicated his life to.

Mr. Speaker, so today, once again, I
offer my condolences to Monica, to
Congressman Conyers’ family and
loved ones, and join them in -cele-
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brating his life and legacy. May he rest
in peace, and may he rest in power.

——
COMMEMORATING OXI DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. KING) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is
my bprivilege to be recognized to ad-
dress you here on the floor of the
House of Representatives. I rise to
honor, this week, to celebrate what ac-
tually took place on Monday, the 28th
of October, Oxi Day, the 79th anniver-
sary.

I wanted to address this because of
the strong spirit of the Greek people,
who rose up against the Axis Powers 79
years ago this week when a representa-
tive of Hitler’s Axis Powers, who hap-
pened to be the minister from the
Italians, arrived at the residence of the
Greek leader Metaxas and demanded
that they surrender Greece to the
Italians and the Axis forces.

There, Metaxas looked him in the eye
and said, boldly and strongly, ‘‘Oxi,”
which is Greek for ‘‘no.”” That is the
most resounding ‘‘no’’ that I know of in
history, Mr. Speaker. That resounding
“‘no”’ inspired the Greek people.

Within hours, the Italians and the
Axis forces had started their invasion
of Greece, and they were overconfident.
They thought they would waltz in be-
cause they had all kinds of military
firepower, but what they underesti-
mated was the tenacity of the Greek
fighters, their knowledge of the ter-
rain, and defending their own soil.

They were defeated, and the Greeks
chased the Italians back to Italy,
which forced, then, Adolf Hitler to di-
vert five divisions down through
Greece and down through the Balkans
into Greece to put down the—they
called it a revolution or a resurrection.
What it really was, was inspired people
defending their country, the very cra-
dle of democracy. As Hitler diverted
the five divisions down to Greece, he
was already planning the Operation
Barbarossa.

I want the body to know, Mr. Speak-
er, that the original date for the inva-
sion of Russia under Operation Bar-
barossa by Hitler that his Nazi forces
put together was scheduled to be May
12, the following spring. This is late Oc-
tober, the last days of October. So
when he diverted his five divisions
down to suppress what he said was the
resurrection in the Balkans, which was
the Greeks defending the cradle of free-
dom, that delayed his ability to invade
Russia.

This tenacious battle on the part of
the Greeks—now, I should also put it
into context here, that no one expected
such a small nation to derail the
unstoppable Axis forces. They had
watched as the Axis forces had gone
through Cgzechoslovakia and Poland,
Romania and France, and down
through the Balkans. It looked like
those Axis forces were going to sweep
over the world. It didn’t look like there
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was much hope for the United Kingdom
and the British Empire across the
channel.

When you think about the inevitable
clash that was going to take place be-
tween the Nazis and the Russians, that
would have been the clash that would
have determined which power ruled the
world—coupled with Japanese impe-
rialism, America isolated as a lone is-
land, sitting over here on this con-
tinent, in the Western Hemisphere, aw-
fully tough to battle on both sides
when you have the resources of the
globe lined up against you.

The future of America may well have
turned in that battle as well, Mr.
Speaker.

So I rise to honor, support, and, with
awe, celebrate the Greek fighters, who
George Beres writes: ‘‘As Hitler
learned, Greeks can be stubborn
against all odds. ‘Oxi,” the word ‘no’ in
Greek, may sound like a negative, but
it has become the most positive word
in the language. It suggests the inde-
pendence of a small nation when con-
fronted by selfish demands of much
larger nations.”

I would point out that if Hitler had
been able to launch Operation Bar-
barossa on May 12—he was delayed 5%
weeks. Those 5% weeks would have
given him time to take Stalingrad, to
take Moscow, before the bitter Russian
winter. That would have changed the
entire course of the war.

The Greeks did it twice for us, in
Crete and then again on Oxi Day start-
ing those 79 years ago this week. I am
awfully proud of the spirit of the
Greeks.

I would close, Mr. Speaker, with this
quote from Winston Churchill in the
aftermath of the Greek battles against
the Nagzis, which says: ‘““‘Hence, we will
not say that Greeks fight like heroes,
but that heroes fight like Greeks.”

Let us honor them. We are a nation
that has descended from the democracy
that was formed in Greece. We modi-
fied it to a constitutional republic and
did a little improvement on it, but we
can use a lot of Greeks in this country.
They understand freedom, and they are
great fighters.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
GINNY NICARTHY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of long-
time Seattle resident Ginny NiCarthy.

Ginny was a wonderful friend, au-
thor, activist, and advocate. She was
humble, brilliant, and deeply compas-
sionate, and she changed the lives of
tens of thousands of people across the
world through her writing and her ac-
tivism.

She passed away at the age of 92 last
month, choosing to die gracefully on
her own terms before dementia could
take over her life and her mind.
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Ginny was born in 1927 in San Fran-
cisco. She was the youngest of five. Her
father once served as the mayor of Red-
wood City, California. Her mother
worked as a switchboard operator.

Passionate about social justice as a
young woman, Ginny moved to Seattle
in her 20s and became involved in her
new city’s artistic and political scene.
She first pursued a teaching certificate
in the 1960s, going on to teach middle
school in Seattle’s Central District.

Informed by her experience working
as a caseworker at a mental hospital,
she decided to pursue a master’s degree
in social work at the University of
Washington and became a practicing
therapist.

Born with the last name McCarthy,
she changed her surname to NiCarthy
in the 1970s to use an Irish prefix that
means ‘‘daughter of,”” rather than
“Mc,” which means ‘‘son of.”” This was
emblematic of her deeply-rooted femi-
nism and her drive to challenge the
status quo in every aspect of her life.

In 1972, Ginny cofounded Seattle
Rape Relief, which at the time was the
only rape crisis center in the country.
The volunteer-run organization man-
aged a 24-hour hotline for sexual as-
sault victims.

A decade later, she published her
groundbreaking book, ‘“‘Getting Free: A
Handbook for Women in Abusive Rela-
tionships.” Her book, based on the
premise that women’s voices needed to
be heard and believed, became a bible
for domestic violence survivors. Trans-
lated into multiple languages, her book
had and continues to have a global im-
pact.

She went on to publish several more
books on abuse at home and in the
workplace, as well as many articles ad-
dressing issues of disability, race, sexu-
ality, youth, and aging. She volun-
teered on behalf of countless groups ad-
vocating for women’s rights, criminal
justice reform, and antiwar efforts.

We first met when I approached her
to join the board of Chaya, an organi-
zation that supports South Asian sur-
vivors of domestic violence that I, too,
was on the board of. Much later, Ginny
gave me some of her writings that
turned into a book of her travels
around the world for peace and justice.

I was amazed at her curiosity, her
love of life, even with all the traumas
that she, herself, had been through. I
was struck by the way that she lis-
tened to others and absolutely refused
to stop living life to her fullest. She
was fearless in questioning what she
saw as unjust, and her commitment to
racial equity was striking.

She was arrested multiple times for
peaceful, civil disobedience actions,
even at the age of 86, for speaking out
for more fair and just immigration
policies.

Ginny always found meaning in poli-
tics and social justice activism, and
her legacy lives on strong—in her
books, her friendships, the tremendous
work she did her entire life on behalf of
survivors of violence, and her quest for
justice for all.
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Ginny saw the intersectionality of
gender, race, and class very clearly.
She was right there on every major
issue that we fought for, whether that
was a $15 minimum wage, rights for im-
migrants, mass incarceration of Black
and Brown people, sexual assault, and
LGBTQ rights. It is fitting that The
New York Times devoted a substantial
part of one of their pages of obituaries
to Ginny and her national impact.

I would like to commemorate Gin-
ny’s lifetime of achievements, her dec-
ades of service to our community, and
her never-ending dedication to the
fight for justice. My heart is with her
loving family and friends.

Mr. Speaker, may Ginny rest in
peace. May Ginny rest in power. She
will long be remembered and missed by
all of us.

END SECRET IMPEACHMENT
PROCEEDINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, there are
crossroads in the history of every great
nation so historically significant, so
fraught with dramatic consequences,
that those in position to influence that
nation’s direction are compelled to do
all they can to ensure it does not fall
to the dustbin of history.
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We have arrived at one of those mo-
ments. That is why, last week, my col-
leagues and I demanded this majority
end their secret impeachment pro-
ceedings and bring them into the light
of day.

Impeachment of the President of the
United States is, next to the declara-
tion of war, this body’s most solemn,
important authority. Impeachment be-
gins the process of removing the duly-
elected Executive of the United States,
who was chosen, not by this House, but
by the American people.

In the past, this body has always
treated that authority with the solem-
nity and respect that it demands. Cer-
tainly, during the Clinton and Nixon
impeachments, this House respected
our obligation. In this House, under
this majority, no longer.

In the secretive, closed proceedings
in the basement of the Capitol, the ma-
jority party has monopolized all power,
withheld pertinent facts, denied the ac-
cused the right to participate, and of-
fered the minority party little more
than token rights, all outside the pub-
lic eye. The American people, and even
most elected Members of Congress, like
myself, have been able to glean only
whatever lies, leaks, and misinforma-
tion the majority disseminates.

During Watergate, this House specifi-
cally wrote in our rules that we cannot
shut out the public, absent extraor-
dinary circumstances, and for over 40
years our rules prohibited the exclu-
sion of Members from attending hear-
ings on investigations. Yet, this major-
ity has put an end to those practices,
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using secret depositions to get around
the sunshine rules of this House. Ev-
erything is carefully, reprehensibly de-
signed to obscure reality.

This is a watershed moment of monu-
mental, historic significance. For the
sake of our constitutional Republic, we
must start over and do it the right
way.

Unfortunately, today the Rules Com-
mittee will meet to mark up a resolu-
tion that does absolutely nothing to
change our dark course.

Don’t listen to Democrat talking
points. This resolution is political
cover disguised as good will. This is not
a vote to authorize impeachment but a
vote to validate and continue the com-
mittee’s disgraceful, improperly-con-
ducted proceedings.

This resolution permits the majority
to continue holding proceedings in se-
cret whenever the majority arbitrarily
decides to do so; and, unlike previous
impeachment proceedings, this major-
ity’s empty assurance to offer the mi-
nority the right to issue subpoenas is a
sham. In fact, the minority is only au-
thorized to issue subpoenas if ADAM
SCHIFF and the Democrats on his com-
mittee agree with them, the exact
same situation the minority currently
faces in all but name.

It gives the President no right of due
process and, instead, instructs the
chair of the Rules Committee to deter-
mine, down the road, what the proce-
dures will be for participation of the
President of the United States and his
counsel.

In the resolution presented by the
majority, the President is given no
right to see evidence, present evidence,
call witnesses, have counsel present at
all hearings and depositions, cross-ex-
amine witnesses, make objections re-
lating to the examination of witnesses
or the admissibility of testimony and
evidence, or respond to evidence and
testimony.

How can President Trump defend
himself if he cannot see the evidence
against him? Just as importantly, how
can the American people make an in-
formed judgment?

Under this resolution, the House
would deputize ADAM SCHIFF and JERRY
NADLER, handpicked by Speaker
PELOSI, to be prosecutor, judge, and
jury. The majority chooses what is
seen and unseen by the American peo-
ple.

This is a Star Chamber proceeding
reminiscent of some of the most egre-
gious practices of tin-pot dictators.

Political coups are often shrouded in
patriotic overtones. Look past the
talking points and empty promises
from Democrats. We must expose what
this resolution really does and the ca-
lamitous consequences for due process
and separation of powers it will un-
leash.

Silence in this matter is complicity.
We must rally together to fight back
for the sake of the country we hold
dear. The fate of our Nation depends on
it.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

IN CELEBRATION OF FILIPINO
AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Hawaii (Mr. CASE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize October as Filipino Amer-
ican History Month, a time for all
Americans to remember and celebrate
the incredible past, present, and future
of our fellow citizens whose heritage
lies in the great country of the Phil-
ippines.

I am especially humbled to do so as
the proud Representative of Hawaii’s
First Congressional District, where live
more Filipino Americans—close to
200,000—than in any of our 440 districts
throughout our country. And with Ha-
waii’s Second Congressional District
number two, at about 175,000, our Fil-
Am community in Hawaii stands at
about 375,000, one-quarter of all Hawaii
residents and, by far, the largest per-
centage of any State or territory.

We observe Filipino American His-
tory Month in October because the
first recorded arrival of Filipinos in the
continental United States took place
in 1587, when the Luzones Indios came
ashore from the Manila-built galleon
Nuestra Senora de Esperanza in Morro
Bay, California.

And in 1906, 113 years ago, the first 15
sakada, or contract laborers, arrived in
Honolulu from the Philippines aboard
the SS Doric, marking the first sus-
tained immigration into our country
and the humble beginnings of Fil-Ams
in Hawaii.

Today, our Fil-Am community num-
bers some 4 million throughout our
country, now the second largest of our
Asian American groups.

The story of Filipino Americans is
the story of America. From very hum-
ble beginnings, they have risen through
hard work, sacrifice, commitment to
advancing the next generations, and
mutual support to achieve so much al-
ready.

Hawaii Fil-Ams, in particular, have
been trailblazers:

Peter Aduja became the first Fil-Am
elected to public office in the United
States when he was elected to the Ha-
waii territorial House of Representa-
tives in 1954.

Benjamin Menor became the first
Fil-Am higher court judge as associate
justice of the Hawaii State Supreme
Court.

Ben Cayetano was the first Filipino
American Governor of a U.S. State.

Major General Antonio Taguba was
the second Filipino American pro-
moted to general officer rank in our
Army.

Eddie Flores, Jr., bought the first
L&L Drive-In on Liliha Street in Hono-
lulu in 1976, turning it into a national
franchise.

Carolina Dizon Wong was the first
Filipino American woman to obtain an
M.D. degree.

Ines Cayaban was the first Filipino
American graduate of the school of
public health, nursing, and social work
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at the University of Hawaii. She re-
ceived the prestigious Jefferson Award
in 1986 for her service.

Francisco Flores ‘‘Corky’ Trinidad,
Jr., of Honolulu was an award-winning
editorial cartoonist of the Honolulu
Star-Bulletin, who became the first
Asian editorial cartoonist syndicated
in the United States.

And a loyal veteran of the 1st Fili-
pino Infantry Regiment that fought
alongside our troops in the Philippines
during World War II, Domingo Los
Banos was Hawaii’s first Filipino
American school principal.

I was recently honored to join the
promotion ceremony in Honolulu of
Roy Macareg from colonel to brigadier
general in the Hawaii Army National
Guard, the first Fil-Am to become a
general officer in the history of Ha-
waii’s citizen soldier ranks.

In Hawaii, we also regularly honor
the over 250,000 Filipinos who answered
the call to protect and defend the
United States and the Philippines in
the Pacific theater. In 2016, President
Obama signed into law the Filipino
Veterans of World War II Congressional
Gold Medal Act to bestow Congress’
highest honor upon these worthy vet-
erans.

We also, of course, celebrate, right
here in Congress, our proud Fil-Ams
who serve our country here, my col-
leagues BOBBY ScOTT of Virginia and
TJ Cox of California.

Each and all of these lives of achieve-
ment are but a very small sampling of
a  broader community that has
achieved so much and contributed so
much to the rich fabric of our country.
And the story of Filipino Americans is
still in its early chapters.

Why are Filipino Americans among
our most successful communities? Gen-
eral Macareg spoke to some of that at
his promotion ceremony when he cred-
ited his own success to the hard work
and sacrifice for him and his five sib-
lings of his father, a laborer, and moth-
er, a teacher, to the values they in-
stilled, and to the constant nurturing
and support of his broader community.

That well describes Filipino Ameri-
cans overall, that and a full and con-
stant embrace of the values, respon-
sibilities, and opportunities of Amer-
ica, while honoring and treasuring the
rich heritage of their ancestral home-
land.

All of this is why I recently joined
Congressman CoOX in introducing H.
Res. 621, a resolution to express sup-
port for the permanent designation of
October as Filipino American History
Month.

We urge our colleagues’ support to
promote an ongoing appreciation of the
contributions of Filipino Americans to
our country and to the rich diversity of
our Nation.

To Fil-Ams everywhere: ‘“Thank you
very much and God bless’’— ‘maraming
salamat po and dios ti agngina’—and
congratulations. I truly look forward
to partnering with you on your next
proud chapters.



H8604

RECOGNIZING PENNSBURY ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION 12-AND-
UNDER AND 8-AND-UNDER BASE-
BALL TEAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Pennsbury
Athletic Association 12-and-under and
8-and-under baseball teams, who were
both honored for their championship-
winning seasons.

The 8-and-under team had an
undefeated regular season. They went
on to win the district, State, mid-At-
lantic, and world series championships.
The team’s final record was an impres-
sive 38-1, which included going
undefeated during the Cal Ripken
World Series.

The 12-and-under team had a great
season as well, winning the annual
Keystone Cup State tournament. Win-
ning is nothing new for this team. In
the last 4 years, they have won two
State titles and four district titles.
They will be finishing the season with
an amazing trip to Cooperstown for the
national tournament.

Mr. Speaker, the accomplishments of
these teams show the importance
sports can play in our children’s lives.
Team sports teach the importance of
hard work, being part of a team, dedi-
cation, and sportsmanship. All these
skills help mold our children and will
help mold our children into the leaders
of tomorrow.

I commend the accomplishments of
these amazing Kids and their coaches.

RECOGNIZING BRISTOL TOWNSHIP POLICE
OFFICERS CJ WINIK AND KURT LEACOCK

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize two police offi-
cers from Bristol Township.

Officers CJ Winik and Kurt Leacock
were promoted to the rank of sergeant
in front of family, friends, and col-
leagues. Both officers serve on the
Bucks County Homicide by Vehicle
Task Force.

Sergeant Winik has been a part of
the Bristol police force since 2006. He
has worked as a field training officer,
accident reconstructionist, firearms in-
structor, community response unit of-
ficer, and on the SWAT team. He will
serve in the administrative division,
supervising professional standards, ac-
creditation, and training management.

Sergeant Leacock has been part of
the department since 2007. He has
served as a field training officer, drug
recognition expert, and on the crisis
intervention team. He will share duties
with shift commander Sergeant Tom
Gaffney on patrol.

Mr. Speaker, the role both of these
officers play in keeping our community
safe is admirable, and I want to wish
the best to both of these men in their
new positions and thank them for all
their service to our community.
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 