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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker. |
was not present for the following votes due to
the passing of my father. Had | been present,
| would have voted “nay” on rollcall No. 603,
“nay” on rollcall No. 604, “yea” on rollcall No.
605, “yea” on rollcall No. 606, “yea” on rolicall
No. 607, “yea” on rollcall No. 608, and “nay”
on rollcall No. 609.

————
PERMISSION TO INCLUDE AMEND-
MENT TEXT IMMEDIATELY

PRIOR TO VOTE ON PREVIOUS
QUESTION ON H. RES. 660

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that my col-
league from the Rules Committee,
Ranking Member COLE from Oklahoma,
be permitted to insert the text of the
amendment he would have offered had
the House rejected the previous ques-
tion on H. Res. 660, along with extra-
neous material, into the RECORD imme-
diately prior to the vote on ordering
the previous question on H. Res. 660.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
LEE of Nevada). Is there objection to
the request of the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 31, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 30, 2019, at 1:32 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1678.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LLOYD HORWICH,
Legal Counsel.

———

REMOVAL OF NAMES OF MEM-
BERS AS COSPONSORS OF H.R.
2505

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to remove Representatives WELCH,
KIRKPATRICK, TORRES SMALL of New
Mexico, and WESTERMAN from H.R.
2505.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington?

There was no objection.

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Miss Kaitlyn
Roberts, on of his secretaries.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 1 p.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

—————

CONGRATULATING WASHINGTON
NATIONALS ON WINNING WORLD
SERIES

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, today
is a serious day. Last night was an ex-
traordinary night.

I rise for the millions of people who
live in the Washington metropolitan
area to congratulate and to exalt with
all of our region on the extraordinary
achievement of the Washington Na-
tionals.

This morning in Washington, the
heavens are crying tears of joy. In
other words, it is raining. But there is
no rain in any of our hearts or minds
today. It may be raining, but the faces
of Nationals fans are shining with pride
and happiness.

For the first time in 95 years—we
have waited a long time, Madam
Speaker—the Major League Baseball
team from our Nation’s Capital is
bringing home a World Series Cham-
pionship. My colleague Ms. NORTON is
here, being urged to put on a sweater,
over her pride.

With the might of their bats and the
lightness of their feet, the Nats pushed
through to a hard-won victory in game
seven last night against the Houston
Astros—arguably, the best team in ei-
ther league this year—who won the
most games.

While I congratulate the Houston
Astros on an extraordinary season,
they just didn’t count on the Wash-
ington Nationals.

But, today, the Houston Astros and
the Washington Nationals are in abso-
lute agreement. It is my understanding
that they are sending a joint letter to
Major League Baseball, saying: ‘“We
want all of our games to be road games
from now on.”

In case you didn’t get that, neither
team won at home. They all won games
on the road. The good news was, the
Washington Nationals had four games
in Houston, and the Astros had only
three games in Washington.

So there is joy in Washington this
day. It is sustained by a spirit of cama-
raderie and sportsmanship. Our Nats
grew strength from their dedicated
fans across this region, including, of
course, my district.

We have been waiting a very long
time for this day, so I hope my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating
the 2019 Nationals, led by their extraor-
dinary manager Dave Martinez, who
played earlier in his career for the
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team that moved from Montreal to be-
come the Nats. How appropriate. How
wonderful.

I hope my colleagues will also join
me in congratulating this year’s most
valuable player. Very frankly, there
were a lot to choose from on the Wash-
ington Nats, who started out with a 19-
wins-and-31-losses season.

What an extraordinary achievement
to come that far that quickly, to meet,
arguably, as I said at the beginning,
the best team in baseball, the Houston
Astros.

I also want to mention, as I said, the
most valuable player. There were a lot
to choose from. Stephen Strasburg was
recruited and signed by the Wash-
ington Nationals some years ago as a
very young man. He pitched extraor-
dinarily, then got his elbow and had to
be operated on, a Tommy John oper-
ation, they call it, and he has come
back to be one of the best pitchers in
the major leagues. He won three
games. What an extraordinary achieve-
ment. So let’s congratulate, as well as
Stephen Strasburg, all the members of
the team on this victory.

To paraphrase the old poem: ‘‘Oh,
somewhere in this favored land the sun
is shining bright;

The band is playing somewhere, and
somewhere hearts are light;

And somewhere men are laughing,
and somewhere children shout.”

Today, Madam Speaker, that some-
where is the Nation’s Capital.

Congratulations, Nationals. We love
you.

——
O 1230
SOVIET-STYLE IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, last
week I joined several dozen of my col-
leagues at the SCIF in protest of the
secret impeachment inquiry.

Seventy-five percent of the elected
Members of Congress have been shut
out of this impeachment inquest. This
whole inquiry is a sham led by the
Speaker of this House and her impeach-
ment czar, the chairman of the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence.

Their attempt today to try and open
these proceedings is nothing short of
Soviet glasnost—a fake transparency
that only leads to less participation,
more secrecy, and less due process.

Madam Speaker, this is too little too
late. You can’t unring the bell on this
sham process that is your high water-
mark in seeking to undo the 2016 elec-
tion at all costs.

Case in point: while saying there will
be a resolution to try and bring trans-
parency to these proceedings, this in-
quiry has continued to take deposi-
tions in secret. Democrats in this
Chamber have been acting like bank
robbers after they have tripped an
alarm and they are trying to shove as
much money in the bag as they can be-
fore the police get there.
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