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Mike Walker and his wife, Shirley
Vojkovich. Together, along with their
group of dedicated volunteers, Packages for Patriots has shipped over
16,000 care packages with over 200,000
pounds of supplies to American servicemembers deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.
I am sure every Member of this body
would like to join me in applauding
their efforts in support of our servicemembers overseas.
f

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT FIRST
CLASS BRYAN JENKINS
(Mr. YOHO asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, Michel
de Montaigne once said: ‘‘Valor is stability, not of legs and arms, but of
courage and the soul.’’
This quote describes Sergeant First
Class Bryan Jenkins of Gainesville,
Florida, who tragically lost his life
during a military exercise last week in
Georgia.
Throughout his 18-year military career, he has distinguished himself as a
true patriot. Sergeant First Class Jenkins has a long list of accomplishments. He went on two tours in Iraq
and also earned 14 different military
awards.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
his wife, Shana; his three children,
Branson, Bryanna, and Delilah, as well
as the families of the other two colleagues, Corporal Thomas Walker and
Private First Class Antonio Garcia who
were also killed during this exercise.
The impact that Sergeant First Class
Jenkins had on those around him will
not soon be forgotten. We thank him
for all the sacrifices he made for this
great Nation. He truly was a man of
honor.
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INTRODUCING THE THREE SEAS
RESOLUTION
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
to introduce a resolution supporting
the Three Seas Initiative to bolster energy infrastructure security in Central
and Eastern Europe. I am pleased to
co-lead this bipartisan effort with the
ranking member of the House Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment,
ADAM KINZINGER.
Energy security is national security.
For years, Russia has sought to undermine liberty and security in Europe by
forcing Central and East European nations into reliance on Russia for their
energy needs. They do this through
projects including the Nord Stream 2
and TurkStream, Russian gas pipelines.
Thankfully, 12 of our closest allies in
Central and Eastern Europe have banded together to increase their energy
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autonomy through collective financing
of energy infrastructure projects: the
Three Seas Initiative.
This resolution makes clear U.S.’s
strong support for the initiative and
encourages member nations to take action on joint financing of future
projects. Additionally, it encourages
the member nations to consider financing of clean energy projects as the
world addresses our dire climate
change crises.
In the face of increased Russian aggression, the U.S. must play a leading
role in energy security in Europe, and
I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution.
f

CONGRATULATING OWEN ALLEN
(Mr. WRIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. WRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 15
years ago a future gridiron star named
Owen Allen was born. He was born with
a gift, and that gift was superior athletic ability.
At 15 he is already a standout running back for the Southlake Carroll
varsity football team. In last week’s
game alone, he rushed more than 200
yards and scored four touchdowns.
Madam Speaker, Texans love competition, we love champions, and we
love winners. We find the best of all
these things in high school football. If
you want to know why Texans are
crazy about those Friday night lights,
look no further than Owen Allen. His
performance on the field excites and
inspires.
Running back Allen was just named
the Dallas-Fort Worth High School Offensive Player of the Week. But
athleticism is only one of young Mr.
Allen’s qualities. He is also a young
man of great character, integrity, and
decency.
As a Member of Congress, I congratulate Mr. Allen and wish him many
years of success as an athlete and as a
human being. I have prayed God’s
blessings on him and his family.
f

ACCIDENTAL SHOOTINGS
(Mr. LEVIN of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam
Speaker, every single day, eight kids
are killed or injured by unintentional
shootings with guns found in the home.
Last week a 9-year-old child accidentally shot their 4-year-old sibling in
the face at their home in Tennessee.
Earlier this year a 4-year-old boy in
Oakland barely survived after accidentally shooting himself in the head with
a gun he found under the pillow.
These accidental shootings are preventable. That is why I am introducing
the Prevent Family Fire Act of 2019, a
bipartisan bill to reduce gun violence
by providing a modest tax credit to
incentivize the sale of things like gun
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safes. If we expand safe storage, we can
reduce accidental shootings by 73 percent.
It is not just accidental shootings.
Over 75 percent of school shootings involve kids and teens having access to
unsecured guns at home, and more
than 80 percent of guns used by youth
in suicide attempts were kept in the
home of a victim, a relative, or a
friend.
There is much more we need to do to
address gunfire, but this commonsense
bill is a step we can take to save lives.
f

VOTERS ARE ANGRY AT MEDIA
(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia.
Madam Speaker, a Rasmussen poll conducted on October 2 of 2019 found that
a sky-high 69 percent of independent
voters were ‘‘angry’’ at the media, and
over 60 percent of all voters share that
anger.
These voters are not upset at the
media because they are balanced and
fair, they are upset because the media
is biased and telling them what to
think—or not telling them at all.
The results of this astounding poll
didn’t appear in the Nation’s largest
newspapers or the most watched TV
news programs and was hardly mentioned on social media.
The media’s credibility is already at
a record low. The road back to credibility for the media is to give the
American people the truth and let
them make up their own minds.
f

AMERICA’S GROWING AGING
POPULATION
(Mr. TRONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. TRONE. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to praise the House for unanimously passing the Dignity in Aging
Act. This act includes two bipartisan
bills that I led to respond to challenges
facing a growing aging American population: social isolation and younger
onset Alzheimer’s.
As I heard from seniors and their
families in my district at my seniors
workshop, we need to do more to support caregivers, improve economic opportunities for older individuals, and
ensure Americans can age with dignity,
security, and quality of life. This act
does that.
This week Democrats and Republicans worked together in Washington
to pass the Dignity in Aging Act. That
is a win for Congress, a win for seniors,
and a win for the American people.
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(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
Congress exists to serve the American
people by passing legislation that will
protect their rights and promote their
welfare.
Since January of this year, House
Democrats have been vigorously legislating for the people and have passed
more than 200 bills—200 bills—bills to
secure a living wage for American
workers, bills to protect pensions and
fight discrimination in the workplace,
bills to expand access to healthcare
and lower the cost of prescription
drugs. We have passed bills to safeguard our elections, the bedrock of our
democracy, from both foreign and domestic interference.
In contrast, the Republican-controlled Senate has offered little but obstruction and inaction. Their leader
proudly calls himself the ‘‘grim reaper’’ for laying waste to our 200 bills.
So, I rise today to implore Senate
lawmakers: Do your job. Take up these
House-passed measures and start serving the American people.
f
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HONORING FIL BAKE SHOP DURING FILIPINO AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. COX of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today, on the last day of
Filipino American Heritage Month, to
honor the Fil Bake Shop in Delano,
California, and to congratulate them
on becoming the Delano Business of
the Year.
Owner Tessie Patricio, or Aunty
Tess, and workers of the Fil Bake Shop
have been dedicated to hard work and
unconditional love for their business
for nearly 30 years. As a result, Fil
Bake Shop has become a staple of the
Delano community and a personal favorite of mine.
One-third of the 52,000 residents of
Delano are Filipino, and Fil Bake Shop
has been a steadfast supporter of our
community in Delano and across the
Pacific.
When the Philippines are struck by
natural disasters, Fil Bake Shop sends
care to the islands. They collect donations in times of disaster to support
families back in the Philippines, while
still providing the hardworking farmworkers and families of Delano with
their delicious sweetbreads.
As this local gem is honored as Business of the Year by the Delano Filipino
community, I am proud to represent
such a tremendous place in the 21st
District of California.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

October 31, 2019

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

04:17 Nov 01, 2019

Jkt 099060

CELEBRATING A DOUBLE WIN FOR
D.C.
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, with
the impeachment inquiry vote, the
House made history today, but the
Washington Nationals made unprecedented history just last night.
Our D.C. Nats won the World Series
for the very first time in American history. Our Nats were the underdogs
throughout the series, just like their
hometown, the District of Columbia,
has been for 218 years.
But hold on, America. We are about
to make it a double: Nats’ victory last
night; House passage of H.R. 51, the
D.C. statehood bill, during the 116th
Congress.
Watch for how I make my friend,
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, pay up on our bet
against the Houston Astros.
Go Nats! Long live D.C. statehood!
f

HONORING OUR VETERANS
(Mr. GUEST asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, on Veterans Day, we remember the devotion
of the brave men and women of the
military who have honorably served
our Nation. Our veterans have fought
to preserve this Nation, its ideals, democracy, freedom, and prosperity.
American veterans not only have
helped maintain the rights that were
established by our Founding Fathers,
but they have also set an example of
enduring patriotism, returning home
to become leaders in their communities, States, and Nation. Back home,
they have helped advance our country
by embodying the American spirit of
hard work and preservation.
Today, we acknowledge these men
and women who have served our Nation
as members of our military. We thank
them for their many contributions to
our country. We remember in prayer
those men and women who never returned home from foreign soil.
f

SPEAK OUT AGAINST GENOCIDE
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker, the
history of the United States has been
intertwined with that of the Armenian
people and the Armenian genocide.
It was American missionaries and
diplomats who let the world know that
the Ottoman Empire was attempting to
cleanse itself of the Armenian and
Christian populations. The U.S. became
home to many survivors.
Their experience inspired Raphael
Lemkin to create the term ‘‘genocide,’’
only to see his Jewish family suffer the
same fate at the hands of Nazi Germany.
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The denial of the Armenian genocide
has had contemporary consequences. I
have
visited
both
Armenia
and
Nagorno-Karabakh. I saw that a Turkey which denies genocide has no fear
of committing it again. In fact, Turkey
has begun an ethnic cleansing of the
Syrian Kurds in northern Syria.
I have long called for our government
to officially recognize the Armenian
genocide. I am an original cosponsor of
H. Res. 296.
The House has spoken with a clear
voice, breaking the silence, recognizing
the Armenian genocide. We call on the
Senate and President Trump to do the
same.
We cannot allow history to repeat
itself.
f

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH
(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, I rise
in observance of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
Over 25 years ago, I was in an abusive
relationship with my ex-husband. I became a single mother to a young
daughter, working just to survive day
to day. I never dreamed in a million
years that I would be standing here before you today as a Member of Congress, speaking on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives. But I not
only survived, I thrived.
I share my story in hopes of helping
others. I hope they find strength in our
efforts to acknowledge their suffering
and recognize the many organizations
that exist to help them today.
f

TERMINATION OF DESIGNATION
OF REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON AS
A BENEFICIARY SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICAN
COUNTRY
UNDER
AGOA—MESSAGE
FROM
THE
PRESIDENT
OF
THE
UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116–77)
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and referred to
the Committee on Ways and Means and
ordered to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States:
In
accordance
with
section
506A(a)(3)(B) of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)(B)), I
am providing notice of my intent to
terminate the designation of the Republic of Cameroon (Cameroon) as a
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).
I am taking this step because I have
determined that the Government of
Cameroon currently engages in gross
violations of internationally recognized human rights, contravening the
eligibility requirements of section 104
of the AGOA.
Despite intensive engagement between the United States and the Government of Cameroon, Cameroon has
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