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for Congress to get its act together. 
They have to stay vigilant, remain in 
harm’s way, and stay at their posts. 

Our military commanders don’t get 
to put critical overseas operations on 
pause until Washington does its job. 
Their objectives loom large whether or 
not we give them a predictable plan-
ning foundation. 

Russia, China, and Iran will certainly 
not take a water break if uncertainty 
leaves our Nation flat-footed. They will 
keep growing their defense spending 
and seeking to expand their influence. 

I had hoped our Democratic friends 
would be able to put impeachment 
aside long enough to at least fund the 
Department of Defense. We had heard 
public pronouncements from Speaker 
PELOSI and my colleague the Demo-
cratic leader that they intended to 
work with us on substantial legisla-
tion. If anything qualifies as substan-
tial legislation, it is this. It meets the 
Pentagon’s request for targeted invest-
ments in the U.S. military of the fu-
ture. There are new resources for ex-
panded missile defense capabilities, 
trauma training, fleet maintenance, 
and key partnerships with allies 
around the world. 

But, alas, the Democratic leader an-
nounced at a press conference Tuesday 
that he plans to filibuster the annual 
funding for our Armed Forces. This 
would put our colleagues across the 
aisle in quite an unusual position. The 
same Democrats who have recently re-
discovered hawkish-sounding positions 
on Syria and the Middle East are really 
going to filibuster $745 million for the 
Counter-ISIS Train and Equip Fund, 
for Iraq and for Syria, and filibuster all 
the other broader funding of our Armed 
Forces? Really? The same Democrats 
whose latest effort to impeach the 
President hinges on delayed military 
assistance to Ukraine are themselves— 
themselves—going to filibuster funding 
for the exact same program, the 
Ukraine Security Assistance Initia-
tive? Really? It looks like it. The 
Democratic Party is too busy impeach-
ing President Trump for supposedly 
slow-walking assistance for Ukraine to 
fund the exact same program them-
selves? 

These are political gymnastics per-
formed at an Olympic level—at an 
Olympic level. The core message here 
is hard to miss: Our Democratic col-
leagues have a priority list. Picking 
fights with the White House is priority 
No. 1. And our men and women in uni-
form fall somewhat further down. 

It does not have to be this way. Even 
in a time as politically charged as an 
impeachment inquiry, it doesn’t have 
to be this way. Back in 1998, just days 
before the Republican House began its 
impeachment inquiry into President 
Clinton, the House and the Senate 
passed a regular appropriations bill. 

Then, some weeks later, even after 
the inquiry was underway, both Cham-
bers were still able to pass more bills 
to address the fundamental business of 
funding the government, and President 

Clinton signed it into law during the 
impeachment. 

So if Democrats follow through on 
their threat to filibuster the Defense 
funding later today, they will frankly 
be making even the 1998 impeachment 
period look like a clinic—a clinic—in 
bipartisan cooperation. 

A Democratic filibuster of Defense 
funding is not the vote the military 
families and military installations in 
their home States deserve. It is not the 
vote our commanders deserve, and it is 
not the vote our national security de-
serves. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now, on a related matter, speaking of 
past precedent, I understand this morn-
ing House Democrats will finally cast 
their first impeachment vote on an im-
peachment resolution, which I under-
stand they are afraid to actually call 
an impeachment resolution. 

As I mentioned yesterday, Demo-
crats’ draft does not even come close to 
restoring the kinds of customary due 
process rights and protections that 
past impeachment inquiries included, 
either for President Trump or for their 
own Republican colleagues in the mi-
nority. 

Here is what their resolution an-
nounced today. This is basically what 
it says: ‘‘No due process now . . . but 
maybe some later . . . if we feel like 
it.’’ It says: ‘‘No due process now . . . 
but maybe some later . . . if we feel 
like it.’’ This is not a fair way to treat 
any American, and it certainly is no 
way to conduct something as grave as 
an impeachment process, which seeks 
to overturn the American people’s 
choice in a democratic election. 

I hope the House of Representatives 
sees the light and steps away from 
their unfair and arbitrary process. 

f 

TURKEY AND SYRIA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now, on another matter, many of us 
have been concerned for some time 
about the trajectory of our strategi-
cally important NATO ally Turkey 
under the leadership of President 
Erdogan. 

Despite the hopes of the Obama ad-
ministration and others that he would 
be a model of Islamic democracy, 
Erdogan has instead used democracy to 
work toward undemocratic ends. Free-
dom of the press, secularism, and 
human rights have suffered under his 
rule, while corruption has flourished. 
Opposition to Erdogan is growing, but 
the political space for Turks to express 
their opposition is shrinking. 

Obviously, in recent days, our con-
cerns have centered on Turkey’s incur-
sion into northeast Syria. We are 
angry about the damage Turkey has 
caused for our local Kurdish partners 
in Syria. 

I have spoken at length about my 
concerns on Turkey’s incursion and my 

opposition to withdrawing U.S. forces 
from Syria, but I believe we need to be 
guided by our strategic interests, not 
emotions, as we seek to contain the 
damage of Turkey’s incursion, peel An-
kara away from Moscow, and encour-
age better behavior at home and 
abroad by Erdogan’s government. 

I hope we will carefully consider all 
of our options to achieve these impor-
tant objectives and carefully examine 
whether a broad mandatory sanctions 
bill is really the best solution. 

We should think carefully about 
what specific effect we want sanctions 
to have, how Turkey will respond to 
them, and how Russia or others may 
exploit growing tensions between 
Washington and Ankara. 

Before targeting an economy that is 
highly integrated with Europe’s econ-
omy, we should seek a better under-
standing of the specific economic im-
pact that broad sanctions will have on 
the global economy, on our European 
partners, and on American workers and 
job creators. We should reflect on 
whether we would be better off working 
in concert with European allies to 
shape Turkey’s behavior versus abrupt-
ly forcing European companies to cut 
ties with Turkey through the threat of 
sanctions. 

Before using these kinds of policy 
tools—the kinds we use against Iran 
and North Korea—against a democracy 
of 80 million people, we should consider 
the political impact that blunt sanc-
tions will have on the Turkish people. 
Will sanctions rally them to our cause 
or to Erdogan’s? Would more targeted 
sanctions perhaps avoid some of these 
unintended consequences? These are 
just some of the critical questions I 
hope our committees of jurisdiction 
and the administration are able to ex-
amine before we act. 

f 

THE MIDDLE EAST 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

now, on one final matter, I have spoken 
at length in recent weeks about the 
protests in Hong Kong and the situa-
tion in Syria. I would like to close 
today by recognizing other important 
developments in the Middle East that, 
regrettably, haven’t received much at-
tention. 

Massive protests are underway in 
Lebanon and Iraq. Millions have taken 
to the streets to demand more respon-
sive, more transparent, and less sec-
tarian governance, and an end to ramp-
ant corruption. By all accounts, these 
protests are cross-sectarian, directed 
at an entire class of political leaders 
who have behaved undemocratically 
and unethically. 

The protests are also directed at 
Iran. The Islamic Republic has long 
sought, through proxies like Hezbollah 
and Iraqi militias, to undermine the 
sovereignty of Lebanon and Iraq. Now 
even Shiite communities that have 
typically been heavily influenced by 
Iran are demanding politicians rep-
resent their interests instead of 
Tehran’s interests. 
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Unsurprisingly, the Iranian regime is 

reportedly involved in violently sup-
pressing peaceful protests in Lebanon, 
Iraq, Syria, and, of course, Iran itself. 
The mullahs are showing the same fear 
as the Chinese Communist Party. They 
are afraid of citizens demanding reform 
and speaking up for basic freedoms. 
The United States should stand with 
the protesters. 

The administration should use the 
tools at its disposal to expose corrup-
tion and foreign interference in these 
nations, impose consequences for vio-
lent crackdowns on peaceful protests, 
and work with the Lebanese and Iraqi 
leaders who are committed to doing 
right by their people. 

f 

AMENDMENT NO. 1121 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

for the information of the Senate, in 
the managers’ package of amendments 
that was announced last night, amend-
ment No. 1121 was misidentified as a 
Murkowski amendment. It is actually 
an amendment by Senator WHITEHOUSE 
that Senator MURKOWSKI cosponsored. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Duly 
noted. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2755 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I understand there is a bill at the desk 
due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the title of the bill for 
the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2755) to require a report on the 
plan to secure the enduring defeat of the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place 
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I would object to 
further proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, 
AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, INTERIOR, ENVIRON-
MENT, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION, VETERANS AFFAIRS, 
TRANSPORTATION, AND HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2020—Re-
sumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume consideration of H.R. 3055, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3055) making appropriations 
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020, and for 
other purposes. 

Pending: 
Shelby amendment No. 948, in the nature 

of a substitute. 
McConnell (for Shelby) amendment No. 

950, to make a technical correction. 
AMENDMENT NOS. 953, 1023, 1037, 1088, AS MODI-

FIED, 1099, 1121, 1133, 1143, 1149, 1161, 1163, 1217, 1223, 
1224, 951, 1077, 1094, 1129, 1146, 1150, 1234, 1025, 1079, 
1081, 1151, 1159, 1160, 1162, 1182, 1193, 1199, 1211, 1215, 
1220, 1227, 956, 1002, 1005, 1010, 1061, 1062, 1114, 1130, 
1214, AND 1235 EN BLOC TO AMENDMENT NO. 948 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to the order of yesterday, the 45 
amendments listed in the order are 
considered and agreed to en bloc and 
the motions to reconsider are consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The amendments (Nos. 953, 1023, 1037, 
1088 As Modified, 1099, 1121, 1133, 1143, 
1149, 1161, 1163, 1217, 1223, 1224, 951, 1077, 
1094, 1129, 1146, 1150, 1234, 1025, 1079, 1081, 
1151, 1159, 1160, 1162, 1182, 1193, 1199, 1211, 
1215, 1220, 1227, 956, 1002, 1005, 1010, 1061, 
1062, 1114, 1130, 1214, 1235) to Amend-
ment No. 948 were agreed to en bloc as 
follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 953 
(Purpose: To provide for the availability of 

funds for Agricultural Research Service re-
search facilities to provide public access) 
On page 129, line 4, strike the period at the 

end and insert ‘‘: Provided further, That 
amounts made available under this heading 
may be used to provide public access to a 
river at a research facility of the Agricul-
tural Research Service.’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1023 
(Purpose: To amend provisions relating to 

the rental assistance program of the Rural 
Housing Service) 
On page 155, line 10, insert after ‘‘one-year 

period:’’ the following: ‘‘Provided further, 
that upon request by an owner of a project 
financed by an existing loan under section 
514 or 515 of the Act, the Secretary may 
renew the rental assistance agreement for a 
period of 20 years or until the term of such 
loan has expired, subject to annual appro-
priations:’’. 

On page 156, line 4, strike ‘‘third proviso’’ 
and insert ‘‘fourth proviso’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1037 
(Purpose: To require a study on the eco-

nomic and environmental impacts of im-
porting orchids in growing media) 
At the appropriate place in title VII of di-

vision B, insert the following: 
SEC. 7ll. (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 

180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that describes the 
economic and environmental impacts of im-
porting orchids in growing media. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) a description of— 
(A) the economic impact of importing or-

chids in growing media on a State-by-State 
basis, with data collected from local growers; 
and 

(B) any incidents of pests detected on or-
chids imported with growing media; and 

(2) an analysis with respect to the addi-
tional resources that are necessary to pre-

vent and mitigate the introduction of pests 
resulting from importing orchids in growing 
media. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1088, AS MODIFIED 

(Purpose: To provide appropriations for cen-
ters of excellence at 1890 Institutions, with 
an offset) 

At the appropriate place in title VII of di-
vision B, insert the following: 

SEC. 7ll. (a) There is appropriated 
$3,000,000 to carry out section 1673(d) of the 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5926(d)). 

(b) The amount made available under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY’’ in title 
I for necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary shall be reduced by $3,000,000, 
which shall be derived by reducing the 
amount provided under that heading for De-
partmental Administration by $3,000,000. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1099 

(Purpose: To increase the appropriation for 
the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance 
Network, with an offset) 

At the appropriate place in title VII of di-
vision B, insert the following: 

SEC. 7ll. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Act, the amount made 
available under the heading ‘‘EXTENSION AC-
TIVITIES’’ under the heading ‘‘NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE’’ under 
the heading ‘‘AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS’’ in title I shall be increased by 
$5,000,000, which shall be used by increasing 
by that amount the amount specified for the 
Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network 
in the table titled ‘‘National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture, Extension Activities’’ 
in the report accompanying this Act. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount made available for the 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer under 
the heading ‘‘OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER’’ under the heading ‘‘AGRICUL-
TURAL PROGRAMS’’ in title I shall be re-
duced by $5,000,000. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1121 

(Purpose: To set aside funding for the ocean 
agriculture working group) 

On page 122, line 19, insert ‘‘: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $3,000,000 shall be made avail-
able to the Office of the Secretary to carry 
out the duties of the working group estab-
lished under section 770 of the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2019 (Public Law 116–6; 133 Stat. 
89)’’ before the period at the end. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1133 

(Purpose: To provide funding for the new be-
ginning for Tribal students program, with 
an offset) 

At the appropriate place in title VII of di-
vision B, insert the following: 

SEC. 7ll. (a) There is appropriated 
$5,000,000 to carry out section 1450 of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222e). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the amount provided under the 
heading ‘‘AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FA-
CILITIES’’ under the heading ‘‘AGRICUL-
TURAL PROGRAMS’’ in title I shall be re-
duced by $5,000,000. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1143 

(Purpose: To increase the appropriation for 
rural decentralized water systems) 

On page 164, line 21, strike ‘‘$1,500,000’’ and 
insert ‘‘$3,000,000’’. 
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