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Marketing provides visitors with a map
of the Vermont Cheese Trail created by
the Vermont Cheese Council. It fea-
tures locations where visitors can expe-
rience over 150 varieties of cheeses.
Great cheese requires great dairy farm-
ers, and both are fundamental to our
State’s economy and tradition.

I am proud to celebrate the success of
all the cheese producers throughout
my home State of Vermont and want
now to recognize the Vermont
cheesemakers receiving awards from
this year’s American Cheese Council.
They include Barn First Creamery,
Westfield; Boston Post Dairy, Enosburg
Falls; Cabot Creamery Cooperative,
Cabot; Fairy Tale Farm, Bridport;
Grafton Village Cheese Company, Graf-
ton; Jasper Hill Farm, Greensboro;
Maplebrook Farm, Bennington; Mt.
Mansfield Creamery, Morrisville; Par-
ish Hill Creamery, West Westminster;
Sage Farm Goat Dairy, Stowe; Spring
Brook Farm/Farms for City Kids Foun-
dation, Reading; Vermont Creamery,
Websterville; Vermont Farmstead
Cheese Company, Woodstock; Vermont
Shepherd, Putney; and Von Trapp
Farmstead, Waitsfield.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. HARRIS. Madam President, I
was absent but had I been present, I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 234, the motion to invoke cloture
on Executive Calendar No. 119, Michael
T. Liburdi to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of Arizona.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 235, the motion to invoke cloture
on Executive Calendar No. 120, Peter D.
Welte to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of North Dakota.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 236 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 119, Michael T. Liburdi to
be U.S. District Judge for the District
of Arizona.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 237, the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 120, Peter D. Welte to be
U.S. District Judge for the District of
North Dakota.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 238 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 203, James
Wesley Hendrix to be TU.S. District
Judge for the Northern District of
Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 239 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 203, James Wesley
Hendrix to be U.S. District Judge for
the Northern District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present 1
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 240 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 204, Sean D.
Jordan to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
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No. 241 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 204, Sean D. Jordan to be
U.S. District Judge for the Eastern
District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present 1
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 242 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 205, Mark T.
Pittman to be U.S. District Judge for
the Northern District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present 1
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 243 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 231, Jeffery
Vincent Brown to be U.S. District
Judge for the Southern District of
Texas.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 244 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 232, Brantley
Starr to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of
Texas.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 245 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 233, Stephanie
L. Haines to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 247 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 327, Steven D.
Grimberg to be U.S. District Judge for
the Northern District of Georgia.

I was absent but had I been present 1
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 248 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 345, Jason K.
Pulliam to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of
Texas.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 249 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 350, Martha
Maria Pacold to be U.S. District Judge
for the Northern District of Illinois.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 250 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 352, Steven C.
Seeger to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 251 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 364, William
Shaw Stickman IV to be U.S. District
Judge for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 253 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 205, Mark T. Pittman to
be U.S. District Judge for the Northern
District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 2564 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 231, Jeffrey Vincent
Brown to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 255 the confirmation of Executive
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Calendar No. 232, Brantley Starr to be
U.S. District Judge for the Northern
District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 256 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 345, Jason K. Pulliam to
be U.S. District Judge for the Western
District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 257 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 350, Martha Maria Pacold
to be U.S. District Judge for the North-
ern District of Illinois.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 258 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 364, William Shaw Stick-
man IV to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 276 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 233, Stephanie Haines to
be U.S. District Judge for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 278 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 327, Steven D. Grimberg
to be U.S. District Judge for the North-
ern District of Illinois.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 279 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 352, Steven C. Seeger to
be U.S. District Judge for the Northern
District of Illinois.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 315 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 359, Frank Wil-
liam Volk, of West Virginia, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of West Virginia.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 316 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 363, Charles R.
Eskridge III, of Texas, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Texas.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 317 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 328, David John
Novak, of Virginia, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Virginia.

I was absent but had I been present I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 318 the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 348, Rachel P.
Kovner to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 320 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 359, Frank William Volk,
of West Virginia, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of West Virginia.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 321 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 363, Charles R. Eskridge
ITI, of Texas, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of
Texas.
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I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 322 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 328, David John Novak, of
Virginia, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

I was absent but had I been present,
I would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 323 the confirmation of Executive
Calendar No. 348, Rachel P. Kovner to
be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern
District of New York.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RANDY VEACH

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize Arkansas Farm
Bureau President Randy Veach for his
years of dedication to Natural State
farm families and rural communities
and celebrate his leadership, advocacy,
and passion for agriculture as his serv-
ice as president comes to a close.

As a third-generation farmer, Randy
has made advocating for the rural way
of life his calling. He grew up on his
family’s farm in the community of
Lost Cane in Mississippi County. He
continues farming on that land with
his wife Thelma where they grow cot-
ton, soybeans, rice, wheat, corn, and
milo.

His commitment to the industry has
extended beyond his own fields. For
decades, Randy has been a voice for Ar-
kansas agriculture producers, working
to develop policies that benefit farm-
ers. He has served in a number of lead-
ership positions at the local level up to
the national level. He is a member of
the American Farm Bureau board of di-
rectors, and in 2015, he was appointed
to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Trade Advisory Committee
for Tobacco, Cotton, and Peanuts.

For 11 years, Randy has been at the
helm of Arkansas Farm Bureau where
he worked to advance the priorities of
farmers and ranchers. As a member of
the Senate Agriculture Committee, 1
have been blessed to have Randy’s
knowledge, experience, and insight to
help craft farm bills and ag policy that
support Arkansas’ agricultural indus-
try and strengthen rural communities
throughout our state.

I am grateful for the friendship we
have built, for his advice, and most im-
portantly, his service on behalf of our
State’s farmers and ranchers. Although
his time as president is ending, I know
his advocacy for agriculture will con-
tinue.

I wish Randy and Thelma much hap-
piness in this next chapter of their
lives.®

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NE-
VADA FARM BUREAU FEDERA-
TION

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I come forward today to recog-
nize the 100th anniversary of the Ne-
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vada Farm Bureau Federation. Found-
ed in 1919, the Nevada Farm Bureau
Federation has been a strong voice for
Nevada’s farmers and ranchers. Unbe-
knownst to many, Nevada is home to
some of the largest agricultural oper-
ations in the Nation, and over the past
100 years, the Nevada Farm Bureau
Federation has provided a reliable and
steady source of advocacy for the agri-
cultural community in the Silver
State.

On February 25, 1919, Assemblyman
Care C. Tidd of Smith, NV, introduced
Nevada Assembly Bill 110 in the Ne-
vada Legislature. The purpose of the
bill was to provide for cooperative agri-
cultural and home economics extension
work in several counties in accordance
with the Smith-Lever Act and provide
for the organization of county farm bu-
reaus. Following formation of an au-
thorized county farm bureau, the bill
directed that bureau as the official
body within county for carrying on ex-
tension work in agriculture and home
economics in cooperation with the Co-
operative Services Program and the
Land-Grant University System. The
first Nevada Farm Bureau office was
founded in Lyon County.

Over the course of the past century,
the Nevada Farm Bureau Federation
has evolved from its original form into
a private nonprofit organization and
strong advocate for the State’s farmers
and ranchers, voicing the concerns of
its membership to policymakers on the
local, State and federal levels. Addi-
tionally, the Nevada Farm Bureau Fed-
eration continues its century-old part-
nership with Cooperative Extension in
the Silver State.

The Nevada Farm Bureau Federation
is currently made up of 11 county farm
bureau organizations representing
nearly 18,000 family members. I am
pleased to recognize the Nevada Farm
Bureau’s 100 years of service to Nevad-
ans and our great State and wish the
group well in continuing its work on
behalf of farmers and ranchers for
many years to come.e®

————

REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN

e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President,
I come before the Senate today to
honor the life of Kay Hagan, who I had
the honor of serving in Congress with
from 2013 to 2014. A beloved public serv-
ant, businesswoman, mother, wife and
friend, Kay passed away last month at
the age of 66.

I admired Kay’s ability to find com-
mon ground and work in a bipartisan
manner without compromising her core
beliefs, as evidenced by both her many
legislative successes and her many cou-
rageous votes, including healthcare re-
form and expanded background checks.
She was also a tireless voice for wom-
en’s rights, and advocated for hard-
working North Carolinians and U.S.
Servicemembers by fighting to crack
down on predatory payday lending.

Roughly a decade before I brought
my daughter Maile onto the Senate
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floor, Kay took on an outdated Senate
rule of her own by leading the success-
ful charge to force the Senate swim-
ming pool to allow women. Making the
Senate a welcoming place for everyone
is an ongoing struggle, but her efforts
certainly made it a little bit better for
women Senators for years to come.

Kay was an inspirational role model
to young girls and young women in
North Carolina, often encouraging
them to run for office at her events. I
have no doubt that many of them now
hold public office.

My deepest sympathies are with
Kay’s loved ones. I am grateful for her
passionate service to her State and our
country, and I am proud to continue
her work in the U.S. Senate.®

————

256TH ANNIVERSARY OF NORTH OF
THE JAMES MAGAZINE

o Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I want
to wish a happy 25th anniversary to
North of the James magazine and con-
gratulate it on reaching this milestone.
I want to thank editor Charles
McGuigan and all who worked tire-
lessly to make the publication what it
is today. The magazine started off in a
garage in Richmond’s North Side
neighborhood. It has been exciting to
see the news outlet grow and become
an integral part of the community it
serves. North of the James has served
as a unique, hyper-local voice that
Richmonders can relate to. This is evi-
dent by the loyal readership in the area
throughout all these years.

I am proud that this year, Charles
McGuigan was awarded first place for
the feature writing portfolio by the
Virginia Press Association. He also was
awarded second place for the feature ti-
tled ‘“‘Kaity Kasper: Blazing into that
Good Night.” I was proud to be fea-
tured by the magazine in 2012, and I
was humbled to be among great Vir-
ginians, like Oliver Hill, who have been
on the cover over the years.

Local news is a vital part of our com-
munities. Whether it is keeping readers
informed about art exhibits and food or
shining a spotlight on Virginians, we
are grateful for North of the James’
dedication to serving Richmonders for
the past 25 years. I know they will keep
up the great work.e

——

REMEMBERING JOHN H. ADLER

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
am honored to rise today in recogni-
tion of the late John H. Adler on the
occasion of the dedication of the John
H. Adler Memorial Park at Challenge
Grove in Cherry Hill, NJ.

The Honorable John H. Adler was a
remarkable public servant who worked
tirelessly on behalf of New Jersey resi-
dents for decades. Growing up in south-
ern New Jersey, John worked hard in
school and overcame many personal
challenges to earn his undergraduate
and law degrees from Harvard Univer-
sity before returning home to Camden
County. He began a selfless career in
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