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She is passionate about incor-
porating place-based knowledge into
the classroom. She says that every
year her students participate in place-
based learning. They pick berries, a
traditional part of the Alaska Native
subsistence lifestyle, in order to gather
the data and more detailed information
about our incredible environments
throughout the State.

“Students in my classroom learn a
lot of Alaskan Native languages and
participate in a Tlingit dance group,
performing around southeast Alaska.”
She also takes her fourth and fifth
grade students on a field trip to the
muskeg ecosystem to learn how ani-
mals adapt to survive in different envi-
ronments.

“Teaching in Alaska is a gift and
taking advantage of it is something I
value very much,” Ms. Wright said. It
was, in fact, Mr. President, a sentiment
expressed by all four of these teachers
who won this very prestigious award.

Henry Adams once wrote, ‘‘A teacher
affects eternity; he or she can never
tell where their influence actually
stops.” Think about that. A teacher
impacts eternity.

The influence that these teachers
have over the lives of so many young
Alaskans will really never stop. As I
mentioned, many staff members of my
office are direct recipients of this influ-
ence, which will continue help to grow
the next generation of leaders, of work-
ers, of thinkers, of doers, and I am sure
the next generation of teachers,
through their example. I see students
who, in turn, will continue to make our
State and our country the great places
that they are. We cannot thank these
teachers enough for what they have
done.

So I want to congratulate Mr. Hall,
Ms. Childress, Ms. Wilcox, and Ms.
Wright for all they have done for this
great award, for all they continue to
do, for your dedication to your profes-
sion, for your passion for math and
science, and for your commitment to
Alaska’s next generation.

And, of course, I want to congratu-
late them on being this week’s Alas-
kans of the Week.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SULLIVAN. For the information
of Senators, tomorrow the Senate will
vote on the confirmation of the
Rudofsky and Wilson nominations at
11:45 a.m. and the confirmation of the
Nardini nomination at 1:45 p.m.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent but had I been present, I would
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 344
the confirmation of Executive Calendar
No. 355, David Austin Tapp, of Ken-

tucky, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Federal Claims.e®
————
S. RES. 150

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, this
week, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives made history. For the
very first time, an overwhelming ma-
jority of its members—more than 400—
adopted a resolution recognizing the
Armenian genocide. I rise today to
urge my colleagues in the Senate to do
the same thing—the right thing—and
pass S. Res. 150.

It has now been 104 years since the
Armenian people became targets of the
most evil and hate-filled campaign of
violence that the world had ever seen.
From 1915 to 1923, a million and a half
Armenian men, women, and children
were murdered at the hands of the
Ottoman Turkish Government. It was
so atrocious that no word yet existed
to describe what was happening—not
until the creation of the word ‘‘geno-
cide,” the deliberate and systematic
destruction of a racial, political, or
cultural group.

Unfortunately, nobody has ever been
held accountable, and the events sur-
rounding the Armenian genocide con-
tinue to be denied, but the truth is
simple: What happened to the Arme-
nian people was absolutely genocide,
and the Armenian community is right
to insist that it be described that way.

This is why I have always supported
Senate resolutions calling for the rec-
ognition of the Armenian genocide and
urged my colleagues to join me.

We know that the deeper the wound,
the longer it takes to heal, and nothing
cuts deeper into the collective con-
sciousness of a people than genocide.

At the same time, we know now that
the Ottoman Empire’s determination
to exterminate the Armenian people
was no match for their will to survive,
and those who survived embodied the
best qualities of the human spirit:
hope, resilience, perseverance, and
love.

Some survivors made their way to
America, and many of them built their
new lives in Michigan. They have cre-
ated thriving communities, built busi-
nesses, raised families, founded
schools, and contributed their rich cul-
ture to the fabric of our State.

The more than 20,000 Armenians who
are living in Michigan today have not
forgotten what happened—mnone of us
should, for we know that, if we do not
recognize the atrocities of the past, we
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risk blinding ourselves to atrocities in
the future.

Recognition of the Armenian geno-
cide is long overdue. A crime like this
casts a long shadow, and this shadow
can be conquered only by light, the
light of truth that comes from fully ac-
knowledging the full scale of the hor-
ror that the Armenians endured.

I urge my colleagues to take up and
support this resolution.

Thank you.

————
REMEMBERING KAY HAGAN

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor the life and legacy of the late
Senator Kay Hagan. Her loss will be
deeply felt by us here in the Senate,
both by those who served with her as
well as the many staff and individuals
she worked with over time. Senator
Hagan was a dedicated public servant
who touched many lives faithfully
serving her home State of North Caro-
lina.

Born in Shelby, NC, Senator Hagan
attended Florida State University and
then returned to North Carolina to at-
tend law school at Wake Forest Univer-
sity. She worked at North Carolina Na-
tional Bank, a predecessor to Bank of
America, for 10 years, becoming a vice
president in the estates and trust divi-
sion. She was a loving wife and mother
deeply committed to her family. She
left the bank to raise her three chil-
dren—Jeanette, Tilden, and Carrie—
and became actively involved in the
Greensboro community.

Senator Hagan started early in poli-
tics helping her uncle, former Florida
Governor and U.S. Senator Lawton
Chiles, paste bumper stickers on sup-
porters’ cars. She was active in North
Carolina politics and ran Governor Jim
Hunt’s campaign in Guilford County in
1992 and 1996. In 1998, she ran for the
North Carolina State Senate and
served there for 10 years, where she co-
chaired the budget committee. During
her 6-year tenure as cochair of the
budget, she increased North Carolina’s
Rainy Day fund and balanced five
straight budgets. I commend her com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility and
achieving a balanced budget. In 2008,
she won the election for the U.S. Sen-
ate seat and showed up in Congress
ready to work for North Carolinians
back home.

One thing Senator Hagan was known
for here in the Senate was the effort
she put in to be as open and accessible
to her constituents. As a dedicated
public servant, Senator Hagan made
constituent services a priority and
often traveled the State hosting ‘‘Con-
versations with Kay.”

It is difficult to pinpoint Senator
Hagan’s single most greatest achieve-
ment. During her political career at
the local, State, and Federal level,
Senator Hagan championed many im-
portant issues and served as a tireless
advocate for her constituents.

Representing one of the most mili-
tary-friendly States in the Nation,
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