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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, November 8, 2019, at 1 p.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

——————

PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
prayer will be given by the Senator
from Oklahoma, Mr. INHOFE. He will
lead us in prayer.

Mr. INHOFE. Let us pray.

Almighty God, Creator of all, as we
gather here today, we are grateful for
the servicemembers who are deployed
in the defense of our great Nation
under God. We ask for Your comfort for
the families who continue their duties
at home with the courage to maintain
the homefront in the absence of their
loved ones.

Protect our service men and women
with the shield of Your strength as
they discharge their sacred mission,
and keep them safe from all evil and
harm. May the power of Your love en-
able them to return home in safety,
that with all who love them, they may
ever praise You for Your loving care.

Assist with Your spirit of counsel and
fortitude for the President and other
government leaders of these United
States. May they always seek the ways
of righteousness, justice, and mercy.
Grant that they may be enabled by
Your powerful protection to lead our
country with honesty and integrity.

Lord, we know all too well our weak
and infallible human nature, and we
recognize that the work which lies be-
fore us is demanding and complex. Yet,
O God, I thank You for calling us to
this difficult and rewarding work.
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Lead our troops and all of us, O Lord,
in the way of peace. Unite us in the
spirit of service.

We pray these things in the Name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for 1 minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
VETERANS DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this
year on Veterans Day, I will join all
Americans in honoring those who have
served in our Armed Forces. As a na-
tion, we owe those who have served a
debt of gratitude for the sacrifices they
have made to protect our country, our
way of life, and the principles of liberty
and natural rights. Too often, we for-
get to thank the families who are left
behind while they are in service. They
deserve our consideration as well.

The least we can do in return is work
to ensure that all veterans have the
healthcare and benefits they have
earned. We owe it to veterans to ensure
that they are never forsaken, nor for-
gotten.

I yield the floor.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
week, the Senate will continue to con-
firm President Trump’s well-qualified
judicial nominees. This President and
this Senate have prioritized confirming
impressive men and women to these
lifetime appointments—talented indi-
viduals who believe in the quaint no-
tion that the job of a judge is to apply
our Nation’s laws and Constitution as
they were actually written, not as they
might wish they were written.

At the close of business today, it so
happens, one in every four judges on
the Federal courts of appeals will have
been nominated by President Trump
and confirmed by us here in the Sen-
ate.

There is nothing about this that
ought to be viewed as a partisan ac-
complishment or an accomplishment
only for this President or only for one
side. That is the wrong way to look at
it. Every American should be proud of
this. Citizens deserve a judiciary of
fairminded men and women who don’t
confuse their jobs with the job of a leg-
islator. Every Member of this body
should be proud to confirm Federal
judges who understand that our job is
to make the laws, and their job is to
apply them fairly.
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