H8746

O 1605

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FRANKEL) at 4 o’clock and
5 minutes p.m.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Miss Kaitlyn
Roberts, one of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

PROTECT THE GI BILL ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4625) to amend title 38,
United States Code, to require that
educational institutions abide by cer-
tain principles as a condition of ap-
proval for purposes of the educational
assistance programs of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4625

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Protect the GI Bill Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Clarification of educational assist-
ance for individuals who pursue
an approved program of edu-
cation leading to a degree while
on active duty.

Verification of enrollment for pur-
poses of receipt of Post-9/11
Educational Assistance bene-
fits.

Clarification regarding the depend-
ents to whom entitlement to
educational assistance may be
transferred under the Post 9/11
Educational Assistance Pro-
gram.

Expansion of reasons for which a
course of education may be dis-
approved.

Oversight of educational institutions
subject to Government action
for purposes of the educational
assistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

Additional requirement for approval
of educational institutions for
purposes of the educational as-
sistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 3.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.

Sec. 7.
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Sec. 8. Clarification of accreditation for law
schools for purposes of the edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Sec. 9. Clarification of grounds for dis-
approval of a course for pur-
poses of the educational assist-
ance programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 10. Requirements for educational insti-
tutions participating in the
educational assistance pro-

grams of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Overpayments to eligible persons or
veterans.

Improvements to limitation on cer-
tain advertising, sales, and en-
rollment practices.

Additional limitation on certain ad-
vertising, sales, and enrollment
practices of educational insti-
tutions.

Charge to entitlement to edu-
cational assistance for individ-
uals who do not transfer credits
from certain closed or dis-
approved programs of edu-
cation.

SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO
PURSUE AN APPROVED PROGRAM
OF EDUCATION LEADING TO A DE-
GREE WHILE ON ACTIVE DUTY.

Section 3313(e) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting ‘“FOR A PE-
RIOD OF MORE THAN 30 DAYS” after ‘““ACTIVE
DuTy’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘for a pe-
riod of more than 30 days’” after ‘active
duty’’; and

(3) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘for a
period of more than 30 days’ after ‘‘active
duty”’.

SEC. 3. VERIFICATION OF ENROLLMENT FOR
PURPOSES OF RECEIPT OF POST-9/11
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE BENE-
FITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3313 of title 38,
United States Code, as amended by section 2,
is further amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

(1) VERIFICATION OF ENROLLMENT.—(1) The
Secretary shall require—

‘“(A) each educational institution to sub-
mit to the Secretary verification of each in-
dividual who is enrolled in a course or pro-
gram of education at the educational institu-
tion and is receiving educational assistance
under this chapter for each month during
which the individual is so enrolled and re-
ceiving such educational assistance; and

‘“(B) each individual who is enrolled in a
course or program of education and is receiv-
ing educational assistance under this chap-
ter to submit to the Secretary verification of
such enrollment for each month during
which the individual is so enrolled and re-
ceiving such educational assistance.

‘“(2) Verification under this subsection
shall be in an electronic form prescribed by
the Secretary.

‘“(83) If an individual fails to submit the
verification required under paragraph (1)(B)
for two consecutive months, the Secretary
may not make a monthly stipend payment
to the individual under this section until the
individual submits such verification.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
August 1, 2020.

Sec. 11.

Sec. 12.

Sec. 13.

Sec. 14.

November 12, 2019

SEC. 4. CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE DE-
PENDENTS TO WHOM ENTITLEMENT
TO EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE MAY
BE TRANSFERRED UNDER THE POST
9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3319(c) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

“(¢) ELIGIBLE DEPENDENTS.—

‘(1) TRANSFER.—AnN individual approved to
transfer an entitlement to educational as-
sistance under this section may transfer the
individual’s entitlement to an eligible de-
pendent or a combination of eligible depend-
ents.

‘‘(2) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE DEPENDENT.—
For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘el-
igible dependent’ has the meaning given the
term ‘dependent’ under paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 1072 of title 10.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
educational assistance payable under chap-
ter 33 of title 38, United States Code, before,
on, or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 5. EXPANSION OF REASONS FOR WHICH A
COURSE OF EDUCATION MAY BE DIS-
APPROVED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3672(b)(2) of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(i), by inserting or
“or (D) after ‘‘subparagraph (C)’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(D) A program that is described in sub-
paragraph (A)(i) of this paragraph and of-
fered by an educational institution that is at
risk of losing accreditation shall not be
deemed to be approved for purposes of this
chapter. For purposes of this subparagraph,
an educational institution is at risk of losing
accreditation if that educational institution
has received from the relevant accrediting
agency or association a notice described in
section 3673(e)(2)(D) of this title.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 6. OVERSIGHT OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT
ACTION FOR PURPOSES OF THE
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3673 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

‘‘(e) NOTICE OF GOVERNMENT ACTION.—(1)(A)
If the Secretary receives notice under para-
graph (2), or otherwise becomes aware of an
action or event described in paragraph (3),
with respect to an educational institution,
the Secretary shall transmit such notice or
provide notice of such action or event to the
State approving agency for the State where
the educational institution is located by not
later than 30 days after the date on which
the Secretary receives such notice or be-
comes aware of such action or event. A State
approving agency shall perform a risk-based
oversight survey to the educational institu-
tion by not later than 60 days after receiving
notice under this subparagraph.

‘(B) If a State approving agency receives
notice as described in paragraph (2), or oth-
erwise becomes aware of an action or event
described in paragraph (3), with respect to an
educational institution, the State approving
agency shall perform a risk-based oversight
survey to the educational institution by not
later than 60 days after receiving such notice
or otherwise becoming aware of such action
or event.

‘“(2) Notice under this paragraph is any of
the following:

‘“(A) Notice from the Secretary of Edu-
cation of an event under paragraph (3)(A).
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