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November 12, 2019

SENATE RESOLUTION 418—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF TURKEY’'S CRACK-
DOWN ON DISSENT RELATED TO
ITS INCURSION INTO NORTHEAST
SYRIA, AND BROADER HUMAN
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 418

Whereas Turkey is a constitutional, sec-
ular state with an ethnically, religiously,
and culturally diverse population;

Whereas Turkey has been a modern democ-
racy and a major North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) ally to the United States;

Whereas Turkey is a signatory to the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights and is therefore obligated to up-
hold the freedom of its people to peacefully
express criticism of their government;

Whereas, immediately following the incur-
sion by the Turkish Armed Forces into
northeast Syria on October 9, 2019, the Gov-
ernment of Turkey began a coordinated
crackdown on online dissent;

Whereas, on October 9, 2019, Turkey’s Na-
tional Security Directorate made a state-
ment that criminal investigations had been
initiated against 78 people for ‘‘inciting en-
mity and hatred through black propaganda
[smear campaign] against [Turkey] over Op-
eration Peace Spring; sharing unsourced and
false social media postings intended to de-
stroy the reputation of [Turkey’s] security
forces and making propaganda for a terrorist
organization’’;

Whereas expression of opposition views
through social media posts, social media
reposts, and shared online articles has led to
the investigation and detention of individ-
uals in the region;

Whereas the shared content targeted by
Turkish authorities was largely authored by
Western and United States sources and out-
lets;

Whereas Turkey has over 120 journalists
and media workers in jail, more than in any
other country, with most of them detained
under propaganda charges;

Whereas, on October 10, 2019, the digital
services manager of the Birgun daily news-
paper was detained in his home in Istanbul
and questioned in relation to a news article
and a tweet said to have incited enmity or
hatred under the Article 216/1 of Turkish
Penal Code;

Whereas, on October 11, 2019, Minister of
the Interior Suleyman Soylu stated during a
speech that 121 people had been detained for
their social media posts ‘‘insulting ‘Oper-
ation Peace Spring’, describing [our] country
as an invader and insulating the unity of our
nation’’;

Whereas, on October 14, 2019, military po-
lice carried out a countrywide operation
with the aim of ‘“‘preventing and deterring
sympathizers of the terrorist organization
from [engaging in provocations related to]
Operation Peace Spring” in which over
500,000 people were interrogated and 152 peo-
ple were detained, according to Amnesty
International;

Whereas, as of October 16, 2019, authorities
have identified 839 social media accounts
under investigation, and 186 individuals
taken into police custody since October 9,
2019, related to ‘‘shared criminal content’’;
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Whereas, on October 19, 2019, police raided
several homes of human rights defenders and
journalists on counts of ‘“‘inciting enmity or
hatred” through social media posts;

Whereas, on October 25, 2019, criminal com-
plaints were made against the French week-
ly journal Le Point for its coverage of the
military offensive;

Whereas the style and scale of the social
media crackdown specific to Turkish oper-
ations in Syria has recent precedent in the
aftermath of the Turkish Armed Forces’ Op-
eration Olive Branch in Afrin, in which—

(1) 1,719 social media accounts were inves-
tigated;

(2) 845 people were detained for social
media posts; and

(3) 643 people were subject to judicial pro-
ceedings; including 11 physician members of
the Turkish Medical Association’s Central
Council, who were sentenced to terms up to
3 years and three months for calling to an
end to the Afrin military operation;

Whereas Turkish authorities have targeted
more than a thousand criminal defense law-
yers as part of the ongoing crackdown on
dissent;

Whereas more than 265 academics have
been prosecuted in Turkey for signing an ap-
peal for peace between the Government of
Turkey and Kurdish insurgents;

Whereas human rights violations have
been a defining aspect of President Erdogan’s
authoritarian rule, including—

(1) the removal of at least 88 of the pro-
Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)
mayors from office in the last three years
and their replacement with state-appointed
trustees;

(2) the detention of HDP members of par-
liament; and

(3) the detention of Turkish employees of
United States diplomatic facilities in Tur-
key;

Whereas blanket bans on peaceful protests
of any form have been implemented by local
governors across Turkey; and

Whereas these bans have resulted in the ar-
rest and detention of many people and rep-
resent clear violations to the right to peace-
ful assembly as protected by international
human rights conventions to which Turkey
is a party and by the Constitution of Turkey:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the position of the United
States that peaceful dissent should be pro-
tected under the right of freedom of expres-
sion in Turkey;

(2) condemns policies and efforts by the
Government of Turkey to suppress peaceful
protesters, including those expressing dis-
sent against military operations by the
Turkish Armed Forces or policies instituted
by the Government of Turkey;

(3) stands with the defenders of free speech
and human rights in Turkey;

(4) encourages senior United States admin-
istration officials to raise the issue of sup-
pression of free speech and media in Turkey
at the highest levels, both bilaterally and
multilaterally;

(5) encourages United States embassy and
consular staff to attend politically moti-
vated trials; and

(6) calls on the Government of Turkey to—

(A) immediately lift restrictions on free-
dom of expression, including expression on-
line or in social media;

(B) ensure that criticism of the Turkish
Armed Forces’ military operations or calling
for peace—through media, social media,
peaceful assembly, or other peaceful means—
is not criminalized;

(C) drop all charges and end prosecution of
individuals or groups for peaceful expression
of their opposition to Turkey’s military op-
erations in Syria;
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(D) ensure that people can gather and pro-
test peacefully, including by lifting blanket
protest bans across the country;

(E) release all political prisoners, including
journalists and Turkish employees of United
States diplomatic missions; and

(F) respect the rights of Turkish citizens
to elect their leaders through a democratic
process.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 419—PERMIT-
TING THE COLLECTION OF
CLOTHING, TOYS, FOOD, AND

HOUSEWARES DURING THE HOLI-
DAY SEASON FOR CHARITABLE
PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS

Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 419
Resolved,

SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS,
FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI-
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of the rules or regulations of
the Senate—

(1) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may collect from an-
other Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate within a Senate build-
ing or other office secured for a Senator non-
monetary donations of clothing, toys, food,
and housewares for charitable purposes re-
lated to serving persons in need or members
of the Armed Forces and the families of
those members during the holiday season, if
the charitable purposes do not otherwise vio-
late any rule or regulation of the Senate or
Federal law; and

(2) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may work with a non-
profit organization with respect to the deliv-
ery of donations described under paragraph
D.

(b) EXPIRATION.—The authority provided
by this resolution shall expire at the end of
the first session of the 116th Congress.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1244. Mr. INHOFE (for Mr. BLUNT) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 1865, to
require the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint a coin in commemoration of the open-
ing of the National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum in the District of Columbia, and for
other purposes.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1244. Mr. INHOFE (for Mr. BLUNT)
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 1865, to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint a coin in com-
memoration of the opening of the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Museum in
the District of Columbia, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 9. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES.

The Secretary shall take such actions as
may be necessary to ensure that—

(1) minting and issuing coins under this
Act will not result in any net cost to the
United States Government; and

(2) no funds, including applicable sur-
charges, are disbursed to any recipient des-
ignated in section 7 until the total cost of
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