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Executive Assistant U.S. Attorney, Civil Divi-
sion Chief, Deputy Chief for the White Collar/ 
General Crimes unit, Administrative Officer, 
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Coordi-
nator and Chairperson, Violent Crime Coordi-
nator, Basic Criminal Advocacy Coordinator 
and Supervisor, Public Affairs Officer and Dis-
trict Office Security Manager. 

Ms. Rodrı́guez-Vélez was appointed U.S. 
Attorney by the Attorney General in June 2006 
and received a presidential nomination in Jan-
uary 2007. On October 13, 2007, the seven 
judges of the United States District Court for 
the District of Puerto Rico unanimously ap-
pointed Ms. Rodrı́guez-Vélez to serve as 
United States Attorney for the District of Puer-
to Rico. On October 4, 2011, Ms. Rodrı́guez- 
Vélez was re-appointed to a new term as 
United States Attorney, pursuant to the unani-
mous vote of the Court. 

U.S. Attorney Rodrı́guez-Vélez has imple-
mented numerous initiatives to combat drug 
trafficking and violent crime in Puerto Rico, in-
cluding multiple drug strike forces responsible 
for over 2,400 arrests; an Illegal Firearms and 
Violence Reduction Initiative, responsible for 
over 500 arrests; and a RICO Unit to pros-
ecute violent drug trafficking organizations. 
She has received numerous awards and com-
mendation letters during her years of service 
from both the Puerto Rico and United States 
Departments of Justice, as well as from state 
and federal law enforcement agencies. 

Her character has been tested many times, 
often facing unfair political attacks and ob-
struction, especially when addressing the fight 
against the scourge of public corruption, yet 
she has remained a steadfast prosecutor, al-
ways serving justice and believing in her oath 
to the U.S. Constitution and Law. Because I 
can attest to her courage, her integrity, her 
professional excellence and her heartfelt belief 
in justice and American values, I congratulate 
her on a well and faithfully executed career— 
42 years working in both the Puerto Rico and 
U.S. Departments of Justice, 12 of them as 
the U.S. District Attorney for Puerto Rico. 

I personally admire the courage of Attorney 
Rosa Emilia Rodrı́guez and recognize her as 
a role model for women. I thank her for her 
service and, I wish her the best in all her fu-
ture endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on November 12, 2019 
during roll call no. 610, On Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 4162, 
GI Bill Planning Act. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 1 was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 611, On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended, H.R. 3224, Deborah Sampson Act. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

RECOGNIZING LE GAUB FOR THE 
2019 MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Le Gaub of Bozeman, a re-
cipient of the 2019 Montana Congressional 
Veteran Commendation for his service to his 
country and leadership in his community. 

Mr. Gaub is a veteran of the U.S. Army. In 
his distinguished service from 1972 to 2003, 
He earned multiple commendations, including 
the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Reserve Component Achievement Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, and Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal. 

Serving his community through Troops to 
Teachers, Mr. Gaub works as a program man-
ager to secure funding for military veterans 
seeking to transition to careers in K–12 edu-
cation. He is a friendly face around many 
schools in Montana and in veteran support 
groups and nonprofits where he invests much 
of his time. Since his start with the Troops to 
Teachers program, he has helped bring in a 
substantial amount of grants ensuring its suc-
cess. 

I ask colleagues to join me today in com-
mending Le Gaub for his dedication and serv-
ice. 

f 

HONORING THE KICK FOR NICK 
FOUNDATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, just a few 
weeks ago I had the extraordinary opportunity 
to participate in a local fundraiser for the Kick 
For Nick Foundation and was so inspired by 
the generosity of the participants and the mis-
sion of the Foundation that I wanted to share 
the experience with my colleagues. 

PFC Nicholas A. Madaras of Wilton, Con-
necticut served our country bravely in Iraq 
until his life was cut tragically short by an IED 
on September 3, 2006. He was just 19 years 
old and weeks away from the scheduled end 
of his deployment. Nick had been an avid soc-
cer player, coach, and referee growing up and 
when he had last came home on leave he had 
shared stories about connecting with young 
Iraqi children through the sport, often using 
anything they could find as a ball, most times 
nothing more than a tin can. Nick asked 
friends and family to send him a few soccer 
balls to share with the children in Baqubah. 
Unfortunately, he never got that chance. 

Yet, from their grief, Nick’s family and 
friends found a new mission—a way to pay 
tribute to Nick’s memory, his passion for soc-
cer, and his desire to make a difference in the 
lives of the children he had met in the war-tom 
country where he served. Shortly after his 
passing, Nick’s family was approached by Ken 
Dartley, also of Wilton, who had read Nick’s 
story and asked to start a program collecting 
soccer balls in his honor to fulfill his wish to 
share his love and passion for the game with 

Iraqi children. It was through this first effort 
that the Kick For Nick Foundation was born. 

What began with a few soccer balls in a net 
donated at the James P. Whipple American 
Legion Post 86 in Wilton has since grown ex-
ponentially with over 50,000 soccer balls hav-
ing been donated and distributed to date. The 
Kick For Nick Foundation has received dona-
tions from 47 of the 50 states and, prior to dis-
tribution, each one is inscribed three times 
with Nick’s name. Initially the balls were dis-
tributed only by US troops in Iraq, but over the 
years, in addition to soldiers, the distribution 
network has grown to include US military con-
tractors, volunteers, individuals, schools, and 
charitable organizations. Balls have been 
given to underprivileged children in more than 
50 countries including Afghanistan, Syria, Leb-
anon, Bhutan, Guatemala, Colombia. Beyond, 
the distribution of soccer balls, when they 
have the opportunity and the supplies, Kick 
For Nick has also provided uniforms, cleats, 
shin guards, personal hygiene supplies such 
as toothbrushes and toothpaste, school sup-
plies such as pencils, notebooks and 
backpacks, as well as occasional food sup-
plies. 

As I walked through the fundraiser and the 
many who had gathered to support the Foun-
dation, I was inspired by the displays showing 
pictures of troops distributing the balls and of 
notes of thanks from the soldiers distributing 
them as well as the young people receiving 
them. I had the opportunity to speak with 
Nick’s father, Bill, as well as several of his 
family members, finding myself in awe of their 
strength and determination to ensure Nick’s 
memory continues to make a difference in the 
world. The Kick For Nick Foundation is an ex-
traordinary effort and a wonderful tribute to 
PFC Madaras. It is my hope that their success 
continues to grow and that they can continue 
in their mission to foster peace, good will and 
stability across the globe by collecting soccer 
balls and delivering them into the hands of un-
derprivileged children around the world—hon-
oring the memory of PFC Nicholas A. 
Madaras and giving life to his dream of bring-
ing a bit of hope and joy to children living in 
difficult circumstances. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF DAVE 
SPILLER 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the dutiful work of 
my constituent, Police Chief Dave Spiller, on 
the occasion his retirement from the 
Pleasanton Police Department after 17 years 
of service. 

Chief Spiller joined the Pleasanton Police 
Department in 2002 after more than a decade 
serving the San Diego and Mountain View Po-
lice Departments. In 2011, Chief Spiller was 
appointed to be Pleasanton’s sixth police 
chief. He has served in every sworn rank of 
the police profession—from officer to chief. 

Chief Spiller’s colleagues can attest not only 
to his professionalism but to his commitment 
to safety and quality of life in Pleasanton. His 
leadership as police chief was characterized 
by compassion, integrity and responsiveness 
to the city. 
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Chief Spiller’s commitment to law enforce-

ment has left an immeasurable impact that ex-
tends far beyond his own department. In his 
time as chief he has modernized the depart-
ment’s training, technology, and equipment. 
He has fostered lasting partnerships that have 
shaped the future of his community and local 
law enforcement. 

Chief Spiller’s passion for public service is 
reflected by his pursuit of higher education 
which culminated in his master’s degree in 
public leadership from St. Mary’s College. 
Through his service as an advisory board 
member on the Administration of Justice 
Board and an adjunct faculty member at Las 
Positas College, Chief Spiller is cultivating a 
future police force that will reflect the same in-
tegrity and commitment that he has brought to 
the law enforcement community. 

In addition, Chief Spiller serves as a mem-
ber of the International Criminal Justice Board 
at the University of San Francisco, a member 
of the Board of Directors for the California Po-
lice Chiefs Association, and he is an inde-
pendent contract trainer and group facilitator 
serving non-profit organizations and municipal 
governments. 

I want to thank Chief Spiller for the contribu-
tions he has made to the Pleasanton Police 
department and community. Your extraor-
dinary vision and leadership will be missed, 
and we wish you a fulfilling retirement. 

f 

HONORING MS. MARY E. STUART 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize an outstanding individual who 
has been volunteering for sixty consecutive 
years. At the age of 91, Ms. Mary Stuart can 
be found working seven hour shifts at Medical 
City Plano five days a week. 

In 1959, Ms. Stuart began her hospital vol-
unteer efforts in Newfane, New York, and later 
relocated to Tallahassee, Florida where she 
continued her work in area medical centers. In 
1997, Mary moved to Plano and soon became 
a valued volunteer at Medical City Plano. In 
fact, just this year Ms. Stuart received her 
25,500 hours volunteer pin which is the most 
hours a volunteer has ever given to Medical 
City Plano since they opened their doors in 
1975. 

Her unbelievable track record as a commu-
nity servant who puts the needs of others 
above her own has earned her other pres-
tigious titles such as the Texas Yellow Rose 
from former Texas Governor Rick Perry and 
Honorary Georgia Peach. 

The Plano community is very proud of her 
leadership in volunteerism. Ms. Stuart exem-
plifies a passion for helping others and she 
undoubtedly betters the world around her. 

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in thanking Ms. Mary 
Stuart for her sixty years of volunteer work. 

RECOGNIZING LYNNE AND MYRON 
MALNAA OF GLASGOW 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lynne and Myron Malnaa of 
Glasgow for their dedication to and compas-
sion for Montana’s children. 

After her eldest daughter graduated from 
high school and with their son and Myron 
rodeoing, Lynne felt like she had an empty 
nest, and she says she found her quiet house 
unsettling. 

One day Lynne, who ran a daycare out of 
their home for 25 years, got a call that 
changed her life. She was told there were a 
few desperate kids who needed a home right 
away. Lynne instantly stepped up and took 
them in. It happened so quickly, Myron, a law 
enforcement officer for 25 years, says he 
doesn’t even remember Lynne talking to him 
about taking on such a big responsibility. 
Lynne says she did. 

Since that day 18 years ago, the Malnaas 
continue to provide a safe haven for many 
kids in need. They have welcomed more than 
150 foster children into their home, embracing 
them with the unconditional love they need. 

Lynne and Myron nurture and care for the 
kids, who come to them from various back-
grounds. They watch them grow and give the 
opportunity to let the kids be kids. 

Lynne and Myron have also adopted two 
children and are guardians to another. 

For their commitment to Montana’s children, 
Lynne and Myron were recognized recently as 
2019 Angels in Adoption honorees. 

Madam Speaker, for freely giving over 150 
foster children unconditional love and a home, 
I recognize Lynne and Myron Malnaa for their 
Spirit of Montana. 

f 

WENDELL ‘‘SKIP’’ BROWNFIELD 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise be-
fore you today to recognize Wendell ‘‘Skip’’ 
Brownfield for his heroic service in the United 
States Army during the Vietnam War. 

On February 5, 1970, Skip and nine others 
set out to a location where increased enemy 
activity had been noticed. In route, Skip’s unit 
triggered a booby trap, detonating a large ex-
plosive. The explosion was followed by heavy 
enemy fire. 

During the attack, two members of Skip’s 
unit were injured. Despite the enemy fire, Skip 
and a fellow soldier got the two injured men to 
an opening so that a helicopter could rescue 
them. 

Skip Brownfield’s heroism that night was not 
the only time he served meritoriously in battle 
during the Vietnam War. For actions he took 
in previous engagements with enemy forces, 
Skip was awarded a Bronze Star with ‘‘V’’ de-
vice and Air Medal with ‘‘V’’ Device, among 
other decorations. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to send my most 
sincere gratitude to Mr. Brownfield for his 
service to our nation. Skip is a hero to us all. 

IN RECOGNITION OF LEITH 
DAGHISTANI 

HON. LAUREN UNDERWOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Leith Daghistani for his service in 
my office in Washington, DC. 

Leith joined our office as a legislative fellow 
and served as an advisor for my work on the 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, in ad-
dition to handling a policy portfolio that in-
cluded defense, foreign affairs, agriculture, 
and trade. Among other accomplishments, he 
developed multiple pieces of legislation to im-
prove health care delivery at the VA and 
helped our agricultural community navigate a 
challenging year of tough weather and unprec-
edented trade tensions. Leith was also instru-
mental in ensuring House passage of the Vet-
erans’ Care Quality Transparency Act and the 
Caring For Our Women Veterans Act. 

Leith’s diligence, intelligence, and compas-
sion were invaluable assets as we worked to 
establish our legislative operation from scratch 
during my first year in office. I commend his 
drive to advance mental health and suicide 
prevention services for veterans and to im-
prove outcomes for women veterans and 
younger veterans. Although Leith may be leav-
ing our office, our veterans in northern Illinois 
and our community that supports and honors 
them will continue to benefit from the results 
of his hard work and expertise. 

Prior to joining my staff, Leith earned a 
Bachelor of Science from the United States 
Naval Academy and served our country as an 
officer in the United States Navy. I am grateful 
he chose to continue his career in public serv-
ice by joining my office. Our office will miss his 
kindness, diligence, sense of humor, and 
expertly-brewed coffee. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to formally 
thank Leith Daghistani for his service to my of-
fice, to Illinois’s 14th Congressional District, 
and to our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY WORK OF CALIFORNIA 
WIC 

HON. HARLEY ROUDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of California Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) for its tremendous 
contribution to enhancing equity in access to 
healthy foods for low-income families with 
young children. The WIC program has been 
an important resource for vulnerable families, 
providing a critical nutritional safety net for 
low-income pregnant women, infants, and 
young children across the United States. 

WIC’s contribution to the health and welfare 
of Orange County residents is unparalleled. 
With its continued supply of nutritious foods, 
nutrition education, breastfeeding support, and 
nutrition-related information, WIC has had a 
significant positive impact on communities in 
Orange County. In addition, thanks to WIC 
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