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programs, many residents have benefited from 
the substantial cost savings that have been 
accrued from early investments in maternal 
and child nutrition. 

On November 11, 2019, the first wave of 
WIC sites in Orange County began providing 
food benefits in a new way—through the Cali-
fornia WIC Card. Previously, families served 
by WIC received paper vouchers instead. This 
change is expected to greatly improve the 
WIC participant experience, while also improv-
ing the reimbursement experience for WIC 
vendors to ensure the dollars redeemed in 
stores in our community are received more ef-
ficiently. 

I ask all members to join me in recognizing 
the extraordinary work and contributions of 
California WIC and their efforts to modernize 
operations to ensure a better and more effi-
cient experience for all who participate. 
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RECOGNIZING PERRY MILLER FOR 
THE 2019 MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Perry Miller of Chinook for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
dedication to his community. 

Mr. Miller served in both the U.S. Marines 
and the Montana Army National Guard. During 
his combined 12 years of service, Mr. Miller 
deployed overseas and received multiple com-
mendations, including the Meritorious Service 
award. 

Following his service, Mr. Miller became ac-
tive in the community. He currently serves as 
a Judge and the Justice of Peace for Blaine 
County. Outside of his work, Mr. Miller has 
coached youth baseball, football, and wres-
tling, bringing many teams to state and indi-
vidual championships. Through the VFW Post 
4620, he volunteers for Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day services. Mr. Miller is also ac-
tive in his church, teaching CCD class to high 
schoolers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Perry Miller for his dedication 
and service to his community. 
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Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Pastor Rodney 
Coles of Greenville, North Carolina. In the fall 
of 2007, Pastor Coles formed the Churches 
Outreach Network in Greenville, North Caro-
lina. Its mission is to aid the community 
through feeding the hungry and furnishing re-
source assistance to those in need. 

Pastor Coles has tirelessly served the com-
munity through Churches Outreach Network 
by supporting the Healthy Living Alliance 

which collaborates with churches and min-
istries within the surrounding community to de-
velop a healthy living program which aims to 
encourage individuals to develop a healthier 
lifestyle. Pastor Coles also supports the Joy 
Soup Kitchen which serves lunch to those in 
need. Further, his Outreach Network promotes 
and assists the Community Unity Network 
which brings resources to the community con-
cerning health, food, community awareness, 
rental assistance, senior citizen programs, vet-
eran assistance and educational assistance. 
Since his arrival he has been a shining star to 
the community in need. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
this incredible public servant, but more impor-
tantly, a wonderfully faithful servant of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and my personal friend 
Pastor Rodney Coles, Sr. 
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Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Vickie Hartman Nicks. 

Vickie was born on July 9, 1953 in Thomas-
ville, North Carolina. She graduated from East 
Davidson High School in 1971 and married 
Steve Nicks in 1979. In 1981, she took a posi-
tion as the Secretary of Mt. Zion Wesleyan 
Church, where she worked for 38 years. 

While being the church secretary certainly 
kept her busy, her devotion to the community 
didn’t stop there. Vickie was involved in many 
children and youth programs as well as being 
a member of the choir. She enjoyed painting 
and crafts and was known for her quick wit 
and keen sense of humor. 

Outside of being active in her church, Vickie 
was even more proud of being a wife, mother, 
grandmother, and lifelong resident of Davidson 
County. She was an excellent role-model for 
and steadfast supporter of her daughters, 
Stefanie and Andrea, as well as her 
grandsons Steven and Jacob. 

Vickie’s enormous impact on the lives of her 
loved ones is indelible, and will live on for 
years to come. 

Vickie lost her life to a long drawn out battle 
with cancer but her grit and tenacity never let 
her lose faith. Recently, I had the opportunity 
to meet with her husband, Steve Nicks, to 
learn about Vickie’s bravery while facing the 
final stages of her life. Her battle with cancer 
was truly heartbreaking, representing a tragic 
loss to our Davidson County community. Her 
determination and grace provides an example 
to us all. 

Today I wear this bracelet given to me by 
her husband that states, ‘‘Vickie Strong.’’ I 
wear it today in her memory. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in praying 
for Vickie along with her husband Steve and 
the entire Nicks family. 
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life and work of 
Marlene DiLillo, the former Executive Director 
of the Greater Killeen Community Clinic, as 
she retires after years of incredible public 
service. With her ‘‘can-do’’ spirit and high- 
minded vision, she’s a model citizen and trust-
ed community leader. 

During Marlene’s nearly two decades as 
manager of a medical clinic, she has always 
shown great respect and support for both staff 
and colleagues as well as a willingness to 
make tough decisions. As the Executive Direc-
tor, she worked tirelessly to nurture relation-
ships with other community organizations, by 
convening and collaborating around commu-
nity needs, and actively participating with gov-
ernment agencies, nonprofits, businesses and 
community leaders, and elected officials. 

Marlene signs all her emails with the stirring 
words ‘‘Our job is not to climb the ladder of 
success, but to descend the ladder of 
servanthood.’’ All who’ve been blessed by her 
presence know that to her this isn’t a mean-
ingless expression but a deep and lasting 
creed that has been the guiding force of the 
life of a true and devoted public servant. 

Marlene DiLillo’s retirement is the richly-de-
served beginning of an exciting journey. I join 
her colleagues, family, and friends in honoring 
her career, commending her commitment to 
public service, and wishing my friend nothing 
but the best in the years ahead. 
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Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Karen Semple of Montana 
City for the Montana Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for her service and dedication 
to her community. 

Ms. Semple served in the United States Air 
Force for almost a decade. Ms. Semple re-
ceived multiple commendations during her 
time in the Air Force and continued to serve 
her community when she returned home. 

Ms. Semple has served her community as a 
chaplain for various veteran groups and fire 
departments. In her role with the American Le-
gion, she has led training for other chaplains 
to have the tools necessary to minister to vet-
erans with moral injury, PTSD, and suicide 
ideation. In addition, Ms. Semple serves as a 
volunteer firefighter, and the American Legion 
of Montana Disaster Emergency Response 
Coordinator. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Karen Semple for her dedication 
and service to her community. 
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