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There is a wonderful picture of Thad 

in the Orlando Sentinel obituary. He is 
helping construct a home for someone 
less fortunate. He is perched on a lad-
der. His shirt is splattered with paint. 
He has a broad smile on his face. That 
is how I will always remember Thad: 
happily helping, happily building. 

May President Seymour rest in 
peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FORMER MIS-
SISSIPPI SPEAKER BILLY MCCOY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
former speaker of the Mississippi 
House of Representatives, the Honor-
able Billy McCoy, who is pictured here. 

Former Mississippi Speaker Billy 
McCoy passed away on November 12 
after an incredible, lifelong career of 
public service. 

Billy was directly responsible for rev-
olutionizing the economy of Mis-
sissippi and bringing thousands of jobs 
to our great State. As speaker, Speaker 
McCoy championed the 1987 infrastruc-
ture plan that created four-lane high-
ways throughout Mississippi. The four- 
lane highways brought industries and 
added more than 1,300 miles of high-
ways to the State. 

Billy was also dedicated to improving 
public education in Mississippi and giv-
ing every child a chance for success. 
His influence on the lives of numerous 
Mississippians will not be forgotten, 
but his honorable demeanor and com-
mitment will be greatly missed. 

I just think back to being at Jacinto, 
an ancient courthouse that predates 
the Civil War in Mississippi near 
Rienzi, where Speaker McCoy was 
from. Whether you are a Republican or 
a Democrat, when you got ready to 
run, you had better go pay homage to 
the great Speaker Billy McCoy, who 
did so much for Mississippi. 

And I can still see him sitting on the 
front lawn in front of the trailer with 
the hay bales on it, where I would 
speak for my first political speech, and 
seeing Speaker McCoy out there, know-
ing that I would have gone by and got-
ten advice from him, even though we 
were on opposite political parties. 

May Mr. Speaker rest in peace. 
RECOGNIZING JUDGE SADIE HOLLAND 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Judge Sadie Holland, another icon in 
history. And thank goodness she is still 
here with us. She is just retiring. 

She is retiring from Lee County Jus-
tice Court as a judge, after 16 years of 
service in that capacity. She also has a 
history of being Lee County’s first fe-
male justice court judge. She served, 
before that, as the Tupelo court admin-
istrator and mayor of Nettleton, a 
small community in Lee County. 

Judge Holland’s influence in the com-
munity has been so significant, Lee 
County proclaimed November 3 as 
Sadie Holland Day. 

I also have to mention that one of 
her sons is retiring as a State rep-
resentative of over 36 years, who I will 
recognize next, and her other is a su-
pervisor in her home county of Lee 
County. 

The Hollands are icons in Lee Coun-
ty, and I thank Judge Sadie Holland 
for her service. 

RECOGNIZING STATE REPRESENTATIVE STEVE 
HOLLAND 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize soon- 
to-be former—he is about to retire 
from the Mississippi House of Rep-
resentatives—Representative Steve 
Holland. 

Steve has served in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the Mississippi legisla-
ture for 36 years. He was also a desk 
mate, I think, of former Speaker 
McCoy, and they were good friends. 

Steve has represented the 16th Dis-
trict of Mississippi proudly, as he has 
represented all of the people of his dis-
trict. He is a true Mississippian who 
prioritized legislation that would cre-
ate a brighter future for Mississippi. 

And, if you have never met Steve 
Holland, he is a character who is not 
large enough for this body to contain. 
What a gentleman. Always for the 
State of Mississippi and a true Mis-
sissippian at heart, but always with a 
quip and quick humor. He was always 
willing to never take himself too seri-
ously, although all the matters that he 
achieved were very serious. 

Steve Holland is an icon in Mis-
sissippi politics. I look forward to 
working with Steve in his retirement 
and thank him for his service. 

IMPEACHMENT PROCESS 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I just want to talk a little bit 
about this impeachment process, or 
whatever you want to call it that we 
have going on. 

The American people deserve the 
facts—and just the facts—not suppo-
sition from witnesses who have second- 
and third- and fourth- and fifth-hand 
information. 

They have a right to not have law-
yers and alleged whistleblowers, who 
the lawyer has—the coup started in 
2017 as soon as our President took of-
fice, or impeachment next. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of America 
deserve the facts. They don’t deserve 
secret proceedings, leaks, misinforma-
tion, and disinformation. 

And I just want to make a small 
point. A whistleblower is not afforded 
anonymity by the statute. They are af-
forded the protection from firing or re-
taliation, not anonymity. It is not a 
hotline or an anonymous tip line. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the misin-
formation and disinformation stop. 
Just the facts. 

f 

RISING PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
COSTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
Friday, November 8, the Department of 
Health and Human Services announced 
that the new Medicare part B pre-
miums starting in January 2020 will in-
crease by $9.10 a month, a 6.7 percent 
increase over last year. 

In dollars and cents, this means that 
premiums will go to $144.60 a month, up 
from $135 a month. As seniors know all 
too well, that $144 will be deducted 
automatically from their Social Secu-
rity checks, which is a bitter pill given 
the fact that Social Security itself is 
slated only to rise by 1.6 percent start-
ing January 1. 

Very simply, that $9-a-month in-
crease for millions of seniors will chew 
up a large part of any COLA that they 
can possibly receive starting in Janu-
ary. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
footstop that point about the fact that 
the Social Security system’s COLA, 
which is tied to general inflation in the 
economy, is going up 1.6 percent; 
whereas, the Medicare part B premium, 
which is tied to healthcare costs, is 
going up 6.7 percent. 

This is something that we know is 
endemic throughout the healthcare 
system. In the State of Connecticut, 
the Department of Insurance increased 
commercial insurance rates, that went 
up again above inflation, and identified 
the fact that prescription drug cost 
was the primary cost driver. 

The Center for Medicare Services last 
Friday, when they announced the 
Medicare part B premiums, also con-
firmed the fact that it is prescription 
drug costs that are driving that 6.7 per-
cent increase. 

The increase in prescription drug 
costs that Medicare paid from 2018 to 
2019 was 10 percent, and they are pro-
jecting that it is going to go to 10.10 
percent in 2020; thus, we have a $9 in-
crease coming up in terms of people’s 
premiums. 

This is not going to come as a great 
surprise to the American people. If you 
go back to last year’s election in 2018, 
the exit polls showed that the number 
one issue that people cared about and 
were concerned about and wanted Con-
gress to act on was healthcare costs— 
more specifically, prescription drug 
costs. 

That was an election that had the 
largest voter turnout since 1914 in a 
midterm election and elected a new 
majority with a 10-million-vote plu-
rality. 

So, that is the context that we are in 
right now, at a moment where this 
Congress, and particularly the House of 
Representatives, is poised to take up 
H.R. 3, which is the Lower Drug Costs 
Now Act. And in the midst of all the 
media focus on impeachment, it is im-
portant to know that the committees 
that have cognizance over healthcare— 
the Ways and Means Committee, the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, and 
the Education and Labor Committee, 
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