November 14, 2019

RECOGNIZING GLOBAL COALITION
TO DEFEAT ISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about a bipartisan reso-
lution I am introducing today, to-
gether with a group of Democrats and
Republicans, recognizing the global co-
alition to defeat ISIS.

This resolution recognizes the crit-
ical contributions of the counter-ISIS
coalition partners; the value of those
partnerships to countering threats,
both today and tomorrow; and the im-
portance of building and maintaining
trust among partners for the sake of
future fights—as well as reaffirming
Congress’ commitment to defeating
ISIS.

It is important to remember how this
coalition of 60-plus countries came to-
gether in the first place. Take yourself
back 5 years. ISIS had taken over wide
swaths of Iraq and Syria. They had
huge amounts of territory. They were
systematically slaughtering the oppo-

sition. They were targeting ethnic
groups. They were targeting Chris-
tians. They were targeting Yazidis.
They were systematically raping

women. They were setting up bureau-
cratic structures, charging taxes, and
extorting people.

They were projecting violence and
threats out of that territory into
places like Europe, into places like
Russia, and into places like the United
States. So the Department of Defense
and the Department of State pieced to-
gether 60 nations to contribute to a co-
alition.

Some of those countries provide F-16
air cover. Some provide overhead im-
agery. Some provide human intel-
ligence. Some train the Iraqi security
forces and police. Everyone has a part
to play.

Today, as I speak, Secretary Pompeo
is convening the counter-ISIS coalition
at the highest levels in an emergency
session to discuss the future of the
counter-ISIS mission, following Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to pull out U.S.
forces from northern Syria.

Our allies and partners are rightfully
questioning the future of this coali-
tion. The President surprised these na-
tions, all 60 of them, with the pullout.
Many of our partners found out about
the pullout, in which they are involved,
via tweet and via the media.

As the counter-ISIS coalition part-
ners come to Washington, I, therefore,
want to take a moment to recognize
their partnership, their contributions,
and their commitment to the counter-
ISIS fight.

Why is it important to have a coali-
tion? Why is it important that 60 na-
tions come together to fight this ter-
rorist group? It is not just for show.
For every airman, marine, soldier, or
sailor from the U.K., Spain, France, or
Norway who comes to contribute to the
fight, that is one fewer soldier, airman,
marine, or naval officer who needs to
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come from the United States. For
every piece of intelligence that they
risk their lives to collect, that is one
fewer piece that we need to collect and
risk our lives for.

Most importantly, working in coali-
tion Kkeeps the American homeland
safer than it would be simply if it were
up to us to defend. In an era of
globalized threats that can come from
anywhere, we need a global coalition
before the threats land on our shores.

As we know in Michigan, our hand-
shake is our bond; our word is our rep-
utation; and we are stronger together
than we are apart.

I am, therefore, proud to be intro-
ducing this resolution, together with a
bipartisan group, as a signal of our ap-
preciation and our word and as a sign
of our commitment to our counter-ISIS
partners today and into the future.

———

HONORING SERVICE OF DR.
DWIGHT VINES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, the
people of Louisiana lost a great man
when former University of Louisiana at
Monroe President Dwight Vines passed
away at the age of 88.

Dr. Vines was born in Jackson Parish
in 1931. After earning his doctorate de-
gree in business administration, he be-
came a professor at Northeast Lou-
isiana University, which would later
become ULM.

Under his leadership as president,
from 1976 to 1991, ULM developed 40
new degree programs and built a school
of nursing, an aquatic center, and a
sports stadium, and it expanded its li-
brary.

In addition to his time at ULM, Dr.
Vines served as economic development
officer for the city of Monroe and dis-
trict director for former Fifth District
Congressman Dr. John Cooksey.

Please join me in honoring a great
Louisianan, Dr. Dwight Vines.

—————

SUPPORT LONG-TERM FUNDING
FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH CEN-
TERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. GOMEZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, we are just
days away from another funding cliff
for our community health centers.

This is unacceptable. Our Nation’s
community health centers need stable,
long-term funding to serve the most
vulnerable patients in our communities
effectively.

Community health centers are a
bright spot in our Nation’s healthcare
system. Last year, they served 29 mil-
lion patients across the country, in-
cluding 693,000 who visited 74 different
sites in my district alone. Community
health centers like Clinica Romero in
Boyle Heights provide care to immi-
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grants, low-income individuals, com-
munities of color, and the homeless.

For many Americans, community
health centers are the first and only
place they turn when they need to see
a medical professional. Making sure
that these Americans receive the care
they need is good for our healthcare
system, for our economy, and for work-
ing families in all of our communities.

We have long had bipartisan support
on community health centers, but our
failure to provide long-term funding
hurts their ability to budget and plan.
It creates uncertainty and has an im-
pact on the patients they serve, includ-
ing hundreds of thousands of my con-
stituents.

With them in mind, I urge my col-
leagues to join me to support stable,
long-term funding for our Nation’s
community health centers.

———

APPRECIATION FOR FSA MARKET
FACILITATION PAYMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, last
week, USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue
announced another round of market fa-
cilitation payments to help farmers
and ranchers deal with the continued
impacts of ongoing trade disruptions.

President Trump is delivering on his
promise to help agriculture producers
while he works to open new markets
and deliver free, fair, and reciprocal
trade agreements for farmers and
ranchers. While these payments serve
only as a short-term solution, a Band-
Aid, President Trump and USTR con-
tinue to fight, both day and night, to
secure a deal with China.

I also want to give a special shout-
out and thanks to Farm Service Agen-
cy State Executive Director for Kansas
David Schemm, my good friend. David
and the men and women of Kansas’ 105
FSA county offices work tirelessly to
process tens of thousands of MFP ap-
plications for Kansas farmers.

Thank you, David, and your team, for
all you do for Kansas agriculture.
IMPEACHMENT EVIDENCE SHOWS NO HIGH CRIME

OR MISDEMEANOR

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
week, House Democrats began the pub-
lic hearing phase of their partisan im-
peachment sham, which continues in a
completely unfair, unjust, and unprece-
dented manner.

There are at least four indisputable
pieces of evidence showing no high
crime or misdemeanor committed by
the President.

Number one, the July 25 call sum-
mary, the best evidence of the con-
versation, shows no evidence of pres-
sure or conditions.

Number two, President Zelensky and
President Trump have both said there
was no pressure on the call.

Number three, the Ukrainian Govern-
ment was not aware of a hold on U.S.
assistance at the time of the July 25
call.
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