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farmers with respect to the consideration
and enactment of all major legislation im-
pacting farmers since the founding of the
Colorado Farm Bureau Federation; and

Whereas the Colorado Farm Bureau Fed-
eration plays a vital role in promoting the
well-being of the people of Colorado—

(1) by analyzing the problems faced by
farm and ranch families; and

(2) by formulating action to achieve the
goals of farm and ranch families: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the 100th anniversary of
the Colorado Farm Bureau Federation;

(2) recognizes the Colorado Farm Bureau
Federation for 100 years of promoting farm
and ranch interests for the benefit of the
people of the State of Colorado; and

(3) applauds the Colorado Farm Bureau
Federation for its past, present, and future
efforts to advocate for farm interests that
are critical to the State of Colorado.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 425—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 2019 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL DOWN SYNDROME
AWARENESS MONTH” AND SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL DOWN
SYNDROME AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. INHOFE, and Ms. WARREN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 425

Whereas 1 in every 691 babies born in the
United States has Down syndrome;

Whereas Down syndrome affects people of
all ages, races, and economic levels and is
the most frequently occurring chromosomal
abnormality;

Whereas the life expectancy of people with
Down syndrome has increased dramatically
in recent decades, from 25 years of age in 1983
to 60 years of age in 2019;

Whereas people with Down syndrome at-
tend school, work, participate in decisions
that affect them, have meaningful relation-
ships, can vote, and contribute to society in
many ways;

Whereas advancements in education, med-
ical care, and research and advocacy, and
positive support from family, friends, and
the community enable people with Down
syndrome to live healthy and fulfilling lives;

Whereas parents of babies and children
with Down syndrome should receive the edu-
cation and support they need to understand
the condition and acquire new hope for the
future of their children;

Whereas there are lifespan and health care
disparities for minorities, such as African
Americans with Down syndrome, that should
be understood and addressed;

Whereas people with Down syndrome have
a dramatically different health profile than
other individuals, as people with Down syn-
drome are predisposed to develop major dis-
eases (such as autoimmune disorders, leu-
kemia, and Alzheimer’s disease) and may be
protected from other major diseases (such as
solid tumor cancers, certain heart attacks,
and stroke);

Whereas advancing research and medical
care for people with Down syndrome can not
only increase life expectancy and improve
health outcomes for this unique population,
but also holds great promise for treating and
perhaps curing life-threatening diseases af-
fecting millions of other people in the United
States;

Whereas people with Down syndrome
should have access to health care providers
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who have easy access to updated, evidence-
based medical care guidelines for children
and adults with the condition;

Whereas, on October 8, 2008, the Prenatally
and Postnatally Diagnosed Conditions
Awareness Act (Public Law 110-374; 122 Stat.
4051) was enacted to increase referrals to pro-
viders of key support services for mothers
who have received a positive prenatal diag-
nosis for Down syndrome or a positive diag-
nosis for other prenatally or postnatally di-
agnosed conditions;

Whereas promoting the acceptance and in-
clusion of individuals born with Down syn-
drome, a genetic condition, will help those
individuals achieve their full potential in all
aspects of their lives;

Whereas, on September 28, 1984, President
Ronald Reagan signed a joint resolution
(Public Law 98-437; 98 Stat. 1683) proclaiming
October 1984 as ‘‘National Down’s Syndrome
Month”, and similar resolutions were en-
acted annually through 1989; and

Whereas the inherent dignity and worth of
people with Down syndrome, the valuable
contributions of people with Down syndrome
as promoters of well-being and diversity
within their communities, and the impor-
tance of the individual freedom and inde-
pendence of people with Down syndrome
should be recognized: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 2019 as ‘‘National
Down Syndrome Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Down Syndrome Awareness Month;

(3) celebrates the significant contributions
that people with Down syndrome make to
their families, their communities, and the
United States;

(4) is committed to promoting the health,
well-being, and inherent dignity of all chil-
dren and adults with Down syndrome;

(5) supports the advancement of scientific
and medical research on Down syndrome at
the National Institutes of Health, including
through the INCLUDE project, focused on
improving health outcomes for people with
the condition; and

(6) encourages awareness and education re-
garding Down syndrome, including for new
and expectant parents.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 426—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS SHOULD SUBSTITUTE
TEACH AT LEAST 1 DAY PER
YEAR IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL TO
GAIN FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE
ON HOW TO ADDRESS THE PRE-
VAILING CHALLENGES FACING
EDUCATORS AND HOW TO RE-
MOVE OBSTACLES TO LEARNING
FOR STUDENTS

Mr. KENNEDY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. REsS. 426

Whereas teachers play a critical role in
shaping the minds and lives of children;

Whereas there are projected to be 3,200,000
full-time public school teachers in 2020;

Whereas approximately 200,000 teachers
leave the profession each year;

Whereas in the 115th Congress, there were
more than 2 times as many Members of Con-
gress that had backgrounds in public service
or politics than Members of Congress that
had backgrounds in education; and

Whereas Members of Congress should be on
the ground in public schools to understand
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the challenges that educators and students
face, including challenges relating to—

(1) a growing shortage of teachers;

(2) issues of teacher pay;

(3) a lack of resources in both urban and
rural areas;

(4) teacher preparedness;

(5) chronic absenteeism among students;

(6) poverty; and

(7) parental involvement: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the contributions of teachers
to the United States;

(2) thanks teachers for their service; and

(3) recommends that each Member of Con-
gress spend at least 1 day per year serving as
a substitute teacher in a public school.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 427—RECOG-
NIZING THE HISTORICAL, CUL-
TURAL, AND RELIGIOUS SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF SIKH AMERICANS,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
MENENDEZ, and Mr. CARDIN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 427

Whereas Sikhs have been living in the
United States for more than 120 years, and
during the early 20th century, thousands of
Sikh Americans worked on farms, in lumber
mills and mines, and on the Oregon, Pacific,
and Eastern Railroad;

Whereas Sikhs in the United States and
around the world live the values and ideals
of equality, service, and devotion to God
first preached by the first of the ten living
gurus and the founder of Sikhism, Guru
Nanak;

Whereas the devotion of Guru Nanak to
spiritual matters led him to embark on a 24-
year spiritual journey throughout South
Asia and to places outside South Asia, in-
cluding Tibet, Baghdad, and Mecca;

Whereas Guru Nanak was the first of the
ten living gurus whose wisdom is now con-
tained in the Guru Granth Sahib, and the
teachings of Guru Nanak became the basis of
Sikhism;

Whereas 2019 is the year of the 550th birth-
day of Guru Nanak, and Guru Nanak’s
Gurpurab, which is one of the most impor-
tant dates in the Sikh calendar, is celebrated
across the United States and worldwide;

Whereas Vaisakhi, which is one of the
most historically significant days of the year
for Sikhs, is celebrated every April;

Whereas Sikhism is the fifth largest reli-
gion in the world, and there are more than
25,000,000 Sikhs worldwide and more than
750,000 Sikh Americans;

Whereas Sikh men and women have nota-
bly contributed to the society of the United
States since their arrival in the United
States in the late 1800s;

Whereas Sikh Americans pursue diverse
professions that add to the social, cultural,
and economic vibrancy of the United States,
including by serving as members of the
Armed Forces and making significant con-
tributions in the fields of agriculture, infor-
mation technology, small business, hospi-
tality, trucking, medicine, and technology;

Whereas Sikh Americans, such as Bhagat
Singh Thind, served in the Armed Forces
during World War I and World War II;

Whereas the first Asian-American Member
of Congress, Dalip Singh Saund, was a Sikh
American elected to office in 1957;

Whereas Gurbir Singh Grewal became the
first Sikh-American State attorney general
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