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China that the free world stands with
Hongkongers in their struggle.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
want to take a moment to congratu-
late my colleague from Oregon and a
distinguished member of the Foreign
Relations Committee who has worked
on this issue, alongside of Senator COR-
NYN, with great skill in a way that al-
lowed the legislation we just passed to
take place, which he strongly supports,
and to make his legislation, along with
Senator CORNYN, a reality shortly. He
has been very adept about it and very
constructive. It is going to be a great
moment when we send a message that
U.S. weaponry isn’t going to be part of
the oppression in Hong Kong. I salute
him, and I join him in his effort.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSOR

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent to be included as an original
cosponsor of the legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, on
behalf of myself and Senator CORNYN,
as in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
be discharged from consideration of S.
2710 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2710) to prohibit the commercial
export of covered munitions items to the
Hong Kong Police Force.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the Merkley amendments, which are at
the desk, be considered and agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments (Nos. 1247 and 1248)
were agreed to as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 1247
(Purpose: To include the Committee on

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the

Senate as part of the notification require-

ment)

On page 1, line 7, insert ‘‘the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and”
before ‘‘the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 1248
(Purpose: To provide a one-year sunset)
At the end, add the following:
SEC. 3. SUNSET.

The prohibition under section 2 shall ex-
pire one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act.
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The bill (S. 2710), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing and was read the third time and
passed, as follows:

S. 2710

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives.

(2) COVERED MUNITIONS ITEMS.—The term
‘‘covered munitions items’” means tear gas,
pepper spray, rubber bullets, foam rounds,
bean bag rounds, pepper balls, water can-
nons, handcuffs, shackles, stun guns, and
tasers.

(3) HONG KONG.—The term ‘‘Hong Kong”’
has the meaning given such term in section
3 of the United States-Hong Kong Policy Act
of 1992 (22 U.S.C. 5702).

(4) HONG KONG POLICE FORCE.—The term
‘““‘Hong Kong Police Force” means—

(A) the Hong Kong Police Force; and

(B) the Hong Kong Auxiliary Police Force.
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON COMMERCIAL EXPORT

OF COVERED MUNITIONS ITEMS TO
THE HONG KONG POLICE FORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), beginning on the date that is
30 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the President shall prohibit the
issuance of licenses to export covered muni-
tions items to the Hong Kong Police Force.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibition set forth
in subsection (a) shall not apply to the
issuance of a license with respect to which
the President submits to the appropriate
congressional committees, not fewer than 30
days before the date of such issuance, a writ-
ten notice—

(1) certifying that the exports to be cov-
ered by such license are important to the na-
tional interests and foreign policy goals of
the United States; and

(2) describing the manner in which such ex-
ports will promote such interests and goals.
SEC. 3. SUNSET.

The prohibition under section 2 shall ex-
pire one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CAREER ADMINISTRATION
OFFICIALS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
when we in Congress are fortunate
enough to win our elections, we then
must take an oath of office. It is quite
simple and straightforward: ‘I do sol-
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emnly swear that I will support and de-
fend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that I take
this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of eva-
sion, and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on
which I am about to enter. So help me
God’—defend the Constitution and
faithfully discharge the duties of this
sacred office. Notably, the oath does
not say defend the President over the
rule of law or our constitutional du-
ties.

And yet President Trump has made
crude and inexcusable attacks against
our professional diplomats and mili-
tary officials who bravely and patrioti-
cally tried to abide by this same oath
by upholding these values of honor and
the rule of law. Career professionals
testifying as part of the ongoing im-
peachment inquiry are facing partisan
attacks and even efforts that threaten
their lives and careers. President
Trump has made no secret of his long-
held suspicion of government workers,
which he and his allies have perpet-
ually accused of trying to bring down
his Presidency.

That former U.S. Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch told House
Members that she felt ‘‘threatened’ by
our own President who called her ‘‘bad
news’ 1is despicable. In fact, Trump
even attacked Yovanovitch on Twitter
last week during her powerful public
testimony before the House Intel-
ligence Committee.

There have also been countless base-
less attacks and insulting questions of
loyalty faced by witnesses such as L'TC
Alexander Vindman. Vindman, who
was born in Kiev, immigrated to the
U.S. and spent 20 years as an Army of-
ficer, an officer who has shed blood for
our country, as recognized by his Pur-
ple Heart.

Twenty-five years ago, the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was another
longtime Army officer who was born
behind the Iron Curtain. GEN John
Shalikashvili was born in Poland and
moved to Peoria, IL, when he was 16.
Thank goodness he served our country
in a time where his career was not de-
railed by such degrading attacks.

I commend Defense Secretary Esper
for promising that Lieutenant Colonel
Vindman ‘‘shouldn’t have any fear of
retaliation,” which only begs the ques-
tion: Why can’t Secretary Pompeo
make the same promise for State De-
partment officials? U.S. diplomats and
military officials put their lives at risk
every day at embassies and conflict
zones around the world. To be attacked
by their own government—and at the
highest levels—defies belief and is be-
neath the offices they hold.

That President Trump and Repub-
licans deride and bully these American
patriots for telling the truth while Sec-
retary Pompeo sits silently on his
hands is simply beyond the pale. It is
the opposite of what we teach our chil-
dren. These career professionals—these
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patriots—are models of courage and re-
spect for our democratic system that
the President and his circle of enablers
should look to emulate rather than be-
little.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL WOMEN
VETERANS UNITED

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, we
celebrated Veterans Day last Monday.
On the 11th day of the 11th month, we
pause to honor the courage and sac-
rifice of our Nation’s veterans. Millions
of Americans have served in uniform
over the years, many of whom return
home with visible and invisible wounds
alike, often to serve again in their
communities.

I had the privilege to meet with a
group of such dedicated veterans re-
cently at a meeting of the National
Women Veterans United in Chicago.
National Women Veterans United is
the only center in Illinois dedicated to
serving women servicemembers and
veterans. Run by women and for
women, I met with founder and presi-
dent, the formidable Rochelle Crump.
Rochelle served in the Army during the
Vietnam era and has a long history of
working with the VA at the Federal,
State, and local levels. Rochelle and
other members of her community in
Chicago noticed that women veterans
were falling through the cracks when it
came to accessing the benefits they
have earned, so they founded National
Women Veterans United in 2005 to help
fill the gap.

The VA reports that there are ap-
proximately 2 million women veterans
in America, reflecting 9 percent of the
total veteran population. By 2045, the
share of female veterans is projected to
double to 18 percent. Women are among
the fastest growing segments of the
veteran population; yet many women
veterans are either not aware of the
benefits afforded to them or they are
frustrated with the VA’s inability to
understand or address the unique needs
of women veterans. For example,
women veterans tend to be older. The
top reported health issues they face are
PTSD, TBI, hypertension, and cardio-
vascular disease, but many also require
services related to unique health needs
such as military sexual trauma and re-
productive health.

Now, the VA has made great strides
over the years to provide for women
veterans, but we must do more, espe-
cially when it comes to changing the
culture at the VA that has often been
a barrier to women seeking care at the
VA. Groups like National Women Vet-
erans United try to break down those
barriers. They have helped hundreds of
women veterans and their families,
providing assistance in navigating the
VA, holding healthcare screenings, and
offering a host of personal and profes-
sional development opportunities and
support groups. National Women Vet-
erans United also supported entire fam-
ilies, such as the Gold Star Robinson-
Wilson family. SGT Simone Robinson
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of Robbins, IL, was 21 years old when
she died of wounds sustained while
serving in Afghanistan. At the time,
she had a 2-year-old daughter. National
Women Veterans United has helped
care for the family after the sergeant’s
death. Earlier this year, they named
their beautiful new center after her,
now the SGT Simone A. Robinson Mili-
tary Women Veteran’s Center.

I would like to recognize a few of the
other great women I had the oppor-
tunity to meet during my visit with
National Women Veterans United, in-
cluding two Korean war veterans: Wille
Merine Rouse and Miljan Akin—Rouse
also served again in Iraq, as did her
daughter Rene—Sharon Stokes-Parry,
who served in Iraq with the Marine
Corps; Diane Halle, a retired U.S, Army
master sergeant who later worked at
the Jesse Brown VA and with Team
Rubicon on disaster relief around the
world; Jeannie Adams, a Vietnam Air
Force veteran who serves as their
treasurer; Donna Cooper; Hazel Noble;
Valorie Harris—the list goes on.

I look forward to continuing to work
with National Women Veterans United.
These brave women stood guard for our
freedom in uniform, and now, they con-
tinue to stand in support of their com-
munity—and specifically as African
Americans, some of whom served dur-
ing times of racial segregation, they
faced challenges not only as women,
but as Black women. Now, they help
others who face challenges.

May we use their inspiration—and
the inspiration of all of our veterans—
to find our own ways to sacrifice for
the good of our Nation and our world.

————

THE MIDDLE EAST

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, the
Washington Nationals’ upset victory in
the 2019 World Series reminded a good
friend of mine, Rabbi Michael Cohen of
Manchester, VT, of another unforeseen
win. Fifty years ago, the New York
Mets, led by star pitcher Tom Seaver,
and manager—former Brooklyn Dodg-
ers star Gil Hodges—shocked the base-
ball world by defeating the heavily fa-
vored Baltimore Orioles in the fall
classic.

Rabbi Cohen, who has led an exem-
plary life, taking action on major
issues including Mideast peace, anti-
semitism, and other difficult chal-
lenges, sees a common theme in these
two victories, 50 years apart. Life, as in
sports, offers all of us the opportunity
to achieve what at the outset seems in-
surmountable. Peace in the Middle
East is possible. We can end the
scourges of antisemitism, xenophobia,
and racism.

Rabbi Cohen’s words in an article
published in the Jerusalem Post on Oc-
tober 28, 2019, ‘“‘Letter from America:
The ‘69 Mets and lessons for today’’ are
a powerful reminder of what we hu-
mans can achieve against the odds.

I ask unanimous consent that Rabbi
Cohen’s writing be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[The Jerusalem Post]
(By Michael M. Cohen, October 28, 2019)

LETTER FROM AMERICA: THE ’69 METS AND
LESSONS FOR TODAY

The articles we read in The Jerusalem Post
and other news sources can be daunting,
leaving us with a feeling of hopelessness and
a debilitating sense that the conditions of
the world are only getting worse.

From the conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians, which seems intractable, to cli-
mate change, to endless strife in the Middle
East, to an assault on the institutions of,
and belief in, democracy, to the worldwide
rise of antisemitism, xenophobia and racism,
to name but a few, the odds appear against
us.
Fifty years ago the New York Mets began
the baseball season with 100 to 1 odds against
the scenario they would win the World Se-
ries. Before the 1969 season they had won a
total of 394 games and lost a staggering 737
games since they first started playing in
1962. A sense of gloom pervaded the team.
But in 1969 they would win 100 games, and
this year’s World Series marks the 50th anni-
versary of the final out in game five against
the favorite and imposing Baltimore Orioles
led by Frank Robinson and Boog Powell.

Baseball and other sports are not only
about wins and losses and statistics. On a
deeper level, sports are a metaphor for life
and a holder of lessons for life. The ‘69 Mets
are no different for us today.

The 1969 Season did not begin with a stel-
lar start for the Mets. By the end of May
they were continuing to lose more than win,
with a record of 18-23.

I attended my first major league baseball
game on June 19, when the Mets beat the
Phillies in Philadelphia at the old Connie
Mack Stadium, 6-5. Member of the tribe Art
Shamsky went four for four, including two
home runs, and pitcher Tom Seaver stole
second base!

Three weeks later Seaver would pitch two
outs short of a perfect game against the Chi-
cago Cubs, as the Mets moved within 3 games
of the division-leading Cubs.

Change seemed at hand, but change is rare-
ly perfectly linear. By mid-August the Mets
had fallen 10 games behind the Cubs. But
then the Mets took all the accumulated and
invaluable lessons from the losses of those
previous seasons and applied them to win an
incredible 38 of their last 49 games, and win
the Eastern Division of the National League.

That is the thing about baseball. A good
batting average is .300, which means that
70% of the time a good player fails when he
is at bat. Players will tell you they take all
the lessons from their previous at bats every
time they are in the batter’s box, with most
of those lessons coming from failed experi-
ences.

In addition, baseball is the only sport
where the team on offense, the team at bat,
does not have the ball. Rather, the team on
defense pitches to you. That dynamic makes
the encounter more difficult, but batters
know those are the conditions they operate
within.

The Mets would go on to sweep baseball
legend Hank Aaron and the Atlanta Braves
in the National League playoff series and
then face the Baltimore Orioles in the World
Series. They would win the Series by tenac-
ity, hustle, a strong work ethic, smart base-
ball, and that factor out of our hands, ser-
endipity.

On the second pitch of the first game of the
World Series, Don Buford hit a home run off
Seaver, and the Orioles would go on to win
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