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working for Jay at KIFI in the mid-
1980s, when Jay was already becoming
the institution that he remains in
Idaho broadcasting. His gentle leader-
ship and kind demeanor did much to
stabilize a work place that can be very
chaotic as news develops, even in small
town news stations. He was a patient
teacher, an insightful editor, and a de-
lightful storyteller, clearly evidenced
by his enjoyment of some of the special
projects he undertook like the afore-
mentioned ‘‘Wednesday’s Child.” My
office benefits every day from lessons
Susan learned through Jay’s leader-
ship, and I am grateful for those.

In an article about his retirement,
his co-anchor of 30 years, Karole
Honas, used the words ‘‘solid,”
“steady,” “‘kind,”” and ‘‘positive’ to de-
scribe Jay. Professionalism, hard work,
compassion, and optimism are his hall-
marks. Thank you, Jay, for your out-
standing reporting all these years and
for working to highlight the needs and
the great achievements in our commu-
nity. While your reassuring and
thoughtful presence on our local news
will no doubt be deeply missed, the car-
ing standard you have set will be ever-
present. Congratulations on your ex-
emplary career. I wish you well on
your well-earned retirement. May it be
filled with many happy times with
Sally, your children, grandchildren,
and friends.e

———

RECOGNIZING NEW JERSEY COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute and to recog-
nize a New Jersey organization cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, the New
Jersey Community Development Cor-
poration, NJCDC. I wish to take a mo-
ment now to honor NJCDC for the im-
portant work it is doing in the State of
New Jersey and the accomplishments
it has achieved over the past 25 years.

The NJCDC provides hope for a re-
warding future through urban revital-
ization efforts, financial support, edu-
cation initiatives, and job creation.
The work done by NJCDC has directly
transformed the lives of many, espe-
cially in the city of Paterson.

In honor of the accomplishments of
this organization, I ask that a procla-
mation honoring the 25th anniversary
of the NJCDC be printed in the RECORD.

The material follows:

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation is a non-prof-
it community development and social
service agency based in the City of
Paterson, New Jersey;

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation and its dedi-
cated staff empowers individuals to
transform their lives and offers a vari-
ety of programs and services to assist
economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, at-risk youth, and people with
disabilities;

Whereas, the New Jersey Community
Development Corporation has contrib-
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uted to the revitalization of the City of
Paterson and the Great Falls Historic
District, helping to ensure a vibrant fu-
ture for the City and its residents; and

Whereas, now as the New Jersey
Community Development Corporation
celebrates its 25th Anniversary, I con-
gratulate its staff and volunteers on
this milestone.

Therefore, in presenting this citation
to the New Jersey Community Devel-
opment Corporation, I, on behalf of the
People of the State of New Jersey here-
by congratulate the New Jersey Com-
munity Development Corporation and
its contribution to the community, the
City of Paterson, and the State of New
Jersey.e

————

RECOGNIZING HAMMER DOWN
RIVER EXCURSIONS

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a
member and former chairman of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, each month I
recognize and celebrate the American
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting
the success of a small business in my
home State of Idaho. However, in
honor of Veterans Day on November 11,
this month I will honor a veteran-
owned small business for each of the 10
days the Senate is in legislative ses-
sion. The personal sacrifices made by
America’s veterans have protected the
very freedoms and values that give
each of us and our children the ability
to achieve the American dream. The
skills veterans learn as members of the
military are invaluable and undoubt-
edly contribute to Idaho’s flourishing
veteran business community. I am
proud of the sacrifices veterans have
made to protect our country and that
they are choosing Idaho to call home
when they complete their service in
the military.

As your U.S. Senator from the great
State of Idaho, it is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Hammer Down River Excursions
in White Bird as the veteran-owned
Idaho Small Business of the Day for
November 19, 2019.

Hammer Down River Excursions is
owned and operated by U.S. Army vet-
eran Homer Brown. The business offers
guided tours, dinner cruises, and fish-
ing expeditions to showcase Idaho’s
rich, natural beauty in the heart of
Hells Canyon and the Salmon River.
Professional, experienced guides teach
guests how to fish Idaho’s steelhead,
trout, bass, and salmon.

Brown spent his youth fishing and
working along the Salmon River before
entering the Army. After completing
his time of service, Brown got his cap-
tain’s license so he could return to the
Salmon River to work as a jet boat
captain. Brown takes pride in sharing
Idaho’s beauty with his patrons.

Congratulations to Homer Brown and
all of the employees at Hammer Down
River Excursions for being selected as
the Veteran-owned Idaho Small Busi-
ness of the Day for November 19, 2019.
You make our great State proud, and I
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look forward to your continued growth
and success.®

————

REMEMBERING JIMMY KOIKOS

e Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the life of James
Bill “Jimmy’’ Koikos, beloved coowner
of Bessemer’s famous Bright Star res-
taurant. Jimmy passed away on No-
vember 16, 2019, at the age of 81. I had
the honor of knowing Jimmy, as I fre-
quented the Bright Star many times
during his 60 years of running the insti-
tution.

Jimmy was born and raised in Bes-
semer, AL, just miles from the res-
taurant. He attended Arlington School
and then Bessemer High School, where
he played high school football. Jimmy
then attended the University of Ala-
bama until 1959, when a visit from his
mother changed his plans. She in-
formed him of his uncle’s decision to
retire, prompting him to move home to
manage the Bright Star with his fa-
ther, Bill Koikos. Jimmy believed in
the restaurant, and he knew he wanted
to be a part of the Bright Star’s contin-
ued success.

Nine years later, Jimmy’s younger
brother, Nicky, joined him in man-
aging the restaurant. The two brothers
went on to work side-by-side as owner-
operators of the Bright Star until Jim-
my’s death. As his brother fondly re-
membered not long ago, ‘‘He’s the
heart and soul of the restaurant, and
it’s going to be hard to replace that.”

I will always remember Jimmy for
his kindness and ability to make cus-
tomers feel at home when they visited
the Bright Star. He generously greeted
each person who entered the establish-
ment. He promised his father he would
take care of the restaurant, and that is
exactly what he did.

Because of the hard work of Jimmy
and others who spent their lives de-
voted to the Bright Star, it began to
draw national attention. In 2010, the
James Beard Foundation honored the
Bright Star with an America’s Classics
Award, distinguishing the restaurant
for its timeless appeal and quality food
that reflects the character of the com-
munity.

As a huge Alabama fan, Jimmy was
always ecstatic when the Bright Star
attracted Alabama football coaches
like Bear Bryant, Gene Stallings, and
Nick Saban. He would also frequent
Alabama football practices, bringing
along some of the famous icebox pies
for the coaches, players, and staff.

Jimmy even went as far as to ensure
that the Bright Star would be taken
care of when he was gone, asking a
younger relative, Andreas
Anastassakis, to move to Bessemer and
carry on the legacy of the Bright Star.
Anastassakis was honored.

Jimmy Koikos’s legacy will live on
through the people whose lives he
touched at the Bright Star, in the com-
munity and throughout the entire
State of Alabama. I offer my deepest
condolences to his brother Nick, his
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