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For years, I have urged congressional lead-

ership under both parties to take up meaning-
ful reform of these government spying pro-
grams and allow for sincere, robust debate on 
how to restore Americans’ constitutional rights 
to privacy while also protecting our nation’s 
security. In July, I was one of 7 Democrats to 
vote against the Intelligence Authorization Act 
because it did not contain any significant re-
forms to curb government surveillance. 

That’s why I joined my colleagues in send-
ing a bipartisan letter to the House Judiciary 
and Intelligence Committees urging them to fi-
nally take up meaningful surveillance reform 
legislation before Section 215 and related 
FISA provisions expire on December 15 of this 
year. 

Regrettably, this CR is yet another example 
of Congress’s habit of kicking the can down 
the road instead of engaging in long-overdue, 
substantive debate on surveillance reform leg-
islation. Congress owes it to the American 
people to end government mass surveillance 
and restore Americans’ civil liberties and con-
stitutional rights. 

As I’ve always said, while we must ensure 
that law enforcement officials have the tools 
they need to assess, detect, and prevent fu-
ture terrorist attacks, I don’t believe we have 
to shred the Constitution and Bill of Rights in 
order to fight terrorism. 

The bottom line is that it is beyond time for 
Congress to provide long-term stability and 
funding in its annual appropriations process. 
The Democratic-led House completed nearly 
all of its appropriations bills before September 
30, the end of the Fiscal Year. Because the 
Senate did not get its work done in time, 
bridge funding in the form of continuing resolu-
tions has been needed to keep the govern-
ment open. Congress needs to get its act to-
gether and halt the ridiculous and irrespon-
sible lurching from short-term fix to short-term 
fix. 

I hope the Senate can get its work done so 
we can finally stop the budget gimmicks and 
spend our time working on important issues 
like fighting climate change, improving access 
to health care, upgrading our dilapidated infra-
structure, investing in public education, and 
more. That is what Americans expect, and that 
is what they deserve. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 21, 2019 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
DECEMBER 3 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine testimony 
from the Government Accountability 
Office on privatized housing findings to 

include responses from the military 
services on ongoing reports of sub-
standard housing conditions and serv-
ices. 

SD–G50 
9:45 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the future 

of United States policy towards Russia. 
SD–419 

DECEMBER 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold a joint hearing with the Sub-

committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment to examine United States Navy 
ship and submarine maintenance. 

SD–106 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

To hold hearings to examine testimony 
about servicemember, family, and vet-
eran suicides and prevention strate-
gies. 

SR–222 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Paul J. Ray, of Tennessee, to be 
Administrator of the Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget. 

SD–342 

DECEMBER 11 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the Inspec-
tor General’s report on alleged abuses 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act. 

SD–226 
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