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Durden, whom will also lead the United States’
Men’s Swimming Olympic Team in competition
in Tokyo, Japan, during the 2020 Summer
Games.

Congressman DESAULNIER and | would like
to also recognize the impressive student ath-
letes of the victorious program beginning with
Senior Andrew Seliskar, the first Cal Bears
swimmer in 22 years to win three individual
NCAA titles in one NCAA swim meet. He won
the 200-yard breaststroke, the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley and the 200-yard freestyle.
Seliskar was named the 2019 College Swim-
ming and Diving Coaches Association of
America National Swimmer of the Year.

In addition, Congressman DESAULNIER and |
would like to recognize Sophomore Ryan
Hoffer for his victory of the 50-yard freestyle
NCAA title. Senior Andrew Seliskar, Junior Mi-
chael Jensen, Junior Pawel Sendyk, and
Sophomore Ryan Hoffer won the 200-yard
freestyle relay NCAA title.

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th and
11th Congressional Districts, | join Congress-
man DESAULNIER to commend the hard work,
dedication, determination, and commitment to
excellence of the student-athletes, coaches,
families, and all others involved with the Cal
Bears. Congratulations on a successful sea-
son and placing a finalist in every swimming
event at the NCAA Championships.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AMERICAN LEGION
POST 51

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of Amer-
ican Legion Post 51, located in North Caro-
lina’s Eighth Congressional District. Since its
founding on November 20, 1919, Post 51 has
made countless contributions to our commu-
nity.

Over the years, Post 51 has been a fierce
advocate for veterans’ affairs and rehabilita-
tion, national security, Americanism, and our
children and youth. These Four Pillars of the
American Legion serve as a guiding light for
the organization and pervade all aspects of
Post 51’s philanthropic work.

Composed of service members, veterans,
and military families, Post 51 represents the
best our nation has to offer and | am proud to
represent a district that has a strong military
presence and is home to some of the bravest
patriots in the country. Not only did these men
and women serve our country while in uni-
form, they continue to give back to our com-
munity’s robust veteran population.

Post 51 ensures our men and women in
uniform have the resources and support they
need throughout and after their service
through local advocacy and assistance with
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. In
addition to these important services, Post 51
fosters a community of service for our children
through local basketball and softball programs
and the Boys & Girls Club ofAmerica.

| know | speak for our entire community in
offering my most heaitfelt gratitude to Amer-
ican Legion Post 51 for their century of serv-
ice. The exemplary men and women of Post
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51 are the heart and soul of our community
and | wish them continued success as they
serve our community.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
recognizing the 100th anniversary of American
Legion Post 51.

———————

IN HONOR OF JOHN HEALY, RETIR-
ING FIRE CHIEF OF THE SAN
MATEO CONSOLIDATED FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, at the end of
this year, John Healy will officially step down
as the Fire Chief of the Consolidated Fire De-
partment of San Mateo. He leaves big shoes
to fill, and they've grown larger over the
course of his 36 year career in the fire service.

John started as a volunteer firefighter at age
19 in 1986 with the Foster City Fire Depart-
ment. He quickly turned professional as he
joined the Hillsborough Fire Department the
following year. Ten years later he was a Cap-
tain. In 2000, he crossed the bay to serve
Union City, and in 2003 he returned to his
hometown of San Mateo where he remained
for the next sixteen and a half years.

Between the days of his teens in the 1980’s
until the end of his career, his hometown of
San Mateo grew from a quiet suburb of about
77,000 to over 105,000. Growth like this pre-
sents any fire department with numerous chal-
lenges. An entirely new neighborhood at Bay
Meadows emerged. On the east side, a shop-
ping center and office developments de-
manded resources. Complex traffic patterns
and tens of thousands of additional vehicle
trips on freeways lacing the city prompted in-
creased numbers of serious medical calls
every year. The list goes on.

Importantly, over the decades the financing
of public services became more difficult as
salaries and pensions escalated steeply.
When he returned to San Mateo as a Captain
in 2003, John Healy faced a community dif-
ferent in many ways from the one in which he
grew up. However, San Mateo remained a
town that valued its public safety services.
This was vividly illustrated in 2008 when the
economy went into a steep recession and
newly-elevated Deputy Fire Chief Healy as-
sumed responsibility to enter into a shared
services agreement. By 2015, Belmont, San
Mateo and Foster City were ready to enter
into an agreement to formally create a new
and combined department. It wasn’t easy.

Now Fire Chief Healy negotiated new labor
MOUSs with three cities, jumped through flam-
ing hoops of pension contracts, axed through
byzantine State governance laws, and deliv-
ered the equivalent of a new baby in the form
of a charter amendment authorizing the new
agency. By January of this year, the San
Mateo Consolidated Fire Department was up
and running with a new governing board, an
improved cost structure, and superior service.
Chief Healy deserves the thanks of 168,000
residents in the communities that he serves.

During his career, Chief Healy served with
the San Mateo County Operations Group and
Communications Committee and built strong
relationships with the county public safety dis-
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patchers and management. He noted in a re-
cent news article that, “Wearing the uniform
and the badge was the greatest honor and it's
difficult for words to fully express what that
means to me.”

John Healy holds a Bachelor's in Fire Ad-
ministration and Fire Prevention Technology
from Cogswell Polytechnical College and
earned certification as Chief Officer, CICCS
Strike Team Leader, Fire Investigator |, Safety
Officer and Division Group Supervisor. Chief
Healy was aided greatly in his career by his
family, notably his wife, Stacey. The couple
have three sons. Two attend Sera High
School. One is in college.

John Healy grew up in San Mateo with
seven siblings and knows his hometown’s his-
tory like he knows his own. Ask him whatever
happened to the Borel estate and he’ll prob-
ably tell you about the development of Borel
Square and offices in its vicinity. That new li-
brary on 3rd Avenue? He'll describe its prede-
cessor, and perhaps he even visited once or
twice in his youth. Old St. Matthew’s Church
in downtown San Mateo? A beautiful brick
building, but probably not the place a fire-
fighter would want you to be in an earthquake.
How many Fire Chiefs can claim to have re-
sponded to their first fire call in town by riding
a bicycle? | don’t know for sure if John Healy
is one of them, but it’s likely.

Today, let's give thanks for the humor and
good nature of a San Mateo favorite son. With
honor and great distinction, John Healy is
leaving. We look forward to seeing him in
Central Park during the Christmas holidays,
perhaps skating at the annual ice rink, and
hopefully avoiding a fire service call for a med-
ical emergency.

CONGRATULATING THE CARBON
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON RE-
CEIPT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT PROJECT OF THE YEAR

HON. DANIEL MEUSER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect that | rise today to congratulate
the Carbon County Commissioners on receiv-
ing the Carbon County Chamber and Eco-
nomic Development Corporation’s Economic
Development Project of the Year Award.

The Economic Development Project of the
Year Award highlights an outstanding eco-
nomic development project designed to bring
jobs and economic growth to Carbon County.
Founded in 1843 and named for its large
amount of anthracite coal deposits, Carbon
County’s vibrant economy is driven by manu-
facturing, commerce, and tourism. In a shining
example of public and private cooperation, the
Carbon County Commissioners, Jim Thorpe
Borough, and the D&L National Heritage Cor-
ridor constructed the much-anticipated pedes-
trian bridge in Jim Thorpe across the Lehigh
River. The completion of this bridge allows
Pennsylvanians of every age to step out
across this beautiful gorge and appreciate the
natural beauty of our state. It’s just one more
reason to visit Jim Thorpe.

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth
Congressional District, | ask my colleagues to
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join me in congratulating the Carbon County
Commissioners on this great honor and thank
them for their commitment to strengthening
our community.

HONORING CONTRA COSTA
TELEVISION’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the contributions of Contra
Costa Television (CCTV) on its 25th anniver-
sary.

CCTV was established by the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors in 1994 as a
governmental and educational access cable
television channel. In addition to airing pro-
gramming twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week on six channels, CCTV also live
streams on its website and social media to
reach over 350,000 homes in Contra Costa
County. CCTV connects, informs, and enter-
tains the community by airing Board of Super-
visor and District meetings, in addition to other
community meetings, events, public safety in-
formation, local sports, and local program-
ming.

CCTV’s award-winning programming in-
cludes Veterans’ Voices, which won the West-
ern Alliance Video Excellence award in 2016
and 2018 and the California State Association
of Counties 2015 Merit Award. Additionally,
CCTV has partnered with the Clerk-Recorder-
Elections Department and local chapters of
the League of Women Voters to provide the
Elections Preview programs. This is the only
locally produced voter education programing
for broadcast and online streaming.

CCTV’s slogan, “Making Television Part of
the Solution,” highlights its dedication to serv-
ing the community by providing public broad-
casting and communicating County services
for the last 25 years. In an era where local
journalism is disappearing at an alarming rate,
CCTV is a welcome presence in the Bay Area
that shares information and brings the commu-
nity together.

Please join me in honoring Contra Costa
Television’s 25th anniversary.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
DAVID SKILLMAN

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, this
week, friends, colleagues, supporters, and
family of David Skillman gathered to thank him
for over a dozen years of outstanding Con-
gressional service, most recently, as my Chief
Counsel and Deputy Chief of Staff.

David is the very model of professionalism.
His hard work and dedication to innovative
policy making represent the very best of the
men and women who make Congress func-
tion.

David came by his service honestly with
parents who themselves were congressional
staff early in their careers. David joked that as
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an infant, he was the youngest staff member
of his fourth district Congressman.

As he rose through the ranks in our office,
he was unstinting in his work ethic, his insight,
and his integrity. Accolades have poured into
our office from his former colleagues from all
over America who were touched by his leader-
ship, mentorship, and friendship.

Together, with his wife Sara Chieffo, a sen-
ior executive at the League of Conservation
Voters, they were perhaps the Capitol's pre-
mier ‘“green power couple.” David’s finger-
prints are on dozens of major pieces of legis-
lation both from our office and the Ways and
Means Committee. For over a decade, his im-
pact has been profound and his legacy has
made a difference to us all. His innate de-
cency and intellect served as an inspiration to
me and all of his colleagues. Whatever he
does in the next phases of his career, we are
better for his service and | know that his con-
tributions will continue to make America better.

We thank him for his invaluable contribution
to our office and to Congress. | am deeply in-
debted for his service and friendship.

———————

JUVENILE DIABETES RESEARCH
FOUNDATION ONE WALK

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on Saturday, | walked in the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation One Walk at
Segra Park, home of the famous Columbia
Fireflies, with members of the University of
South Carolina chapter of the Delta Tau Delta
fraternity. | am grateful to have been able to
support such an important cause and walk in
support of eradicating type 1 diabetes.

The money raised at the JDRF One Walk in
Columbia supports life-changing research that
gives hope to those impacted by type 1 diabe-
tes. It is an autoimmune disease that strikes
suddenly and is serious and stressful to fami-
lies, challenging families across our district.

Currently, there is nothing that can be done
to prevent type 1 diabetes and there is no
cure. JDRF is a leader in funding diabetes re-
search, motivated by their vision of a world
without type 1 diabetes. This organization
works tirelessly to improve the lives of those
affected by this disease by accelerating life-
changing breakthroughs to cure, prevent, and
treat diabetes.

| appreciate JDRF Palmetto Chapter Devel-
opment Director Beth McCrary for her hard
work and success in coordinating the JDRF
Walk in Columbia and for her advocacy for
ending type 1 diabetes.

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we
will never forget September the 11th in the
Global War on Terrorism.

E1489

CONGRATULATING THE DELA-
WARE & LEHIGH NATIONAL HER-
ITAGE CORRIDOR ON RECEIPT
OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT PROJECT OF THE YEAR
AWARD

HON. DANIEL MEUSER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect that | rise today to congratulate
the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Cor-
ridor on receiving the Carbon County Cham-
ber and Economic Development Corporation’s
Economic Development Project of the Year
Award.

The Economic Development Project of the
Year Award highlights an outstanding eco-
nomic development project designed to bring
jobs and economic growth to Carbon County.
A nationally recognized transportation route
traversing railroads, canals, rivers and trails,
the D&L is a magnificent piece of our commu-
nity. In a shining example of a public and pri-
vate cooperation the D&L National Heritage
Corridor, Carbon County Commissioners and
Jim Thorpe Borough constructed the much-an-
ticipated pedestrian bridge in Jim Thorpe
crossing the Lehigh River. The completion of
this bridge allows Pennsylvanians of every
age to step out across this beautiful gorge and
appreciate the natural beauty of our state. It's
just one more reason to visit Jim Thorpe.

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the citizens of Pennsylvania’s Ninth
Congressional District, | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating the Delaware & Le-
high National Heritage Corridor on this great
honor and thank them for their commitment to
strengthening our community.

———

IN HONOR OF LINDA LAURIA FOR

HER THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

HON. ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2019

Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize a longtime public serv-
ant and NY—14 constituent, Linda Lauria.

On November 30, 2019, Linda Lauria, Pub-
lic Affairs Specialist, will retire from the Social
Security Administration. Linda’s retirement will
mark the close of a career that spans over 34
years of service.

Linda began her career with SSA in August
1973 as a Claims Development Clerk (GS-2,
as she often proudly notes) in the East Bronx
Social Security office. She was subsequently
promoted to positions in the field including
Service Representative, and Claims Rep-
resentative before leaving the agency during
February 1984 as a new mother.

Linda rejoined SSA during July 1996, as a
Service Representative in the Jamaica Tele-
service Center, and was promoted to Benefit
Authorizer at the Northeastern Program Serv-
ice Center during January 1998. She returned
to the East Bronx Social Security office as a
Claims Representative during September
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