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come together and deliver a com-
prehensive, bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion—but not this year, at least not 
yet. 

House Democrats are so intent on 
picking fights with the White House 
that they decided to play partisan 
games with our Armed Forces. They 
passed a fully party-line NDAA—not 
one Republican vote—for their House 
version on the floor. I believe it is the 
first time ever that either Chamber has 
passed a purely partisan NDAA. 

The House, on a partisan basis, also 
included many provisions that aren’t 
even in the jurisdiction of their Armed 
Services Committee. Even in con-
ference, House Democrats are holding 
germane provisions hostage in order to 
secure partisan, nongermane provisions 
that literally have nothing whatsoever 
to do with our national security. 

Their demands to treat the NDAA 
like a gift basket to liberal interest 
groups is imperiling the passage of this 
important legislation. We are talking 
about demands like a new taxpayer- 
funded benefit for all Federal employ-
ees and burdening farmers, ranchers, 
small businesses, local airports, and 
community water utilities with expen-
sive new environmental liabilities—all 
kinds of domestic policy changes that 
were not in the Senate’s bipartisan 
version and have no business bringing 
this crucial process to a halt. 

The Senate did things the right way. 
We passed a bipartisan NDAA back in 
June, just as we do every year. That is 
a credit to Chairman INHOFE, Ranking 
Member REED, and the rest of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee. It was 
a thoroughly bipartisan product, de-
bated out in the open. 

But House Democrats literally went 
off the rails. The House Rules Com-
mittee afforded floor debate only on a 
single substantive Republican amend-
ment while they jammed through their 
own partisan priorities. They passed a 
totally partisan NDAA with zero Re-
publican votes—none. Now they are 
risking the entire conference com-
mittee to insist those partisan de-
mands wind up in the end product. 

Enough is enough. The USMCA and 
NDAA cannot be clearer examples of 
bipartisan legislation that would make 
our country stronger. 

Our Democratic friends said that 
they want to do more than just im-
peach. They say they came to Wash-
ington to do more than pick fights 
with the President. Well, in the next 
days and weeks, we will find out if they 
mean it. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2920 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I understand there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the title of the bill for 
the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2920) to reauthorize the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
in order to place the bill on the cal-
endar under the provisions of rule XIV, 
I would object to further proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Dan R. 
Brouillette, of Texas, to be Secretary 
of Energy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 347. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Eric Ross 
Komitee, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eric Ross Komitee, of New York, to 
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of New York. 

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, John 
Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Pat Roberts, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Kevin Cramer, 
John Hoeven, Rob Portman, Dan Sul-
livan, Chuck Grassley, Richard Burr, 
John Thune, Roy Blunt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 353. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of John L. Si-
natra, Jr., of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of New York. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of John L. Sinatra, Jr., of New York, 
to be United States District Judge for the 
Western District of New York. 

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, John 
Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Pat Roberts, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Kevin Cramer, 
John Hoeven, Rob Portman, Dan Sul-
livan, Chuck Grassley, Richard Burr, 
John Thune, Roy Blunt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 478. 
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