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There is one classic story that really 

distills this man’s character. Most peo-
ple who have hung around JOHNNY and 
his team long enough know the famous 
tale of the ‘‘gin and tonic in the laun-
dry room.’’ 

Here is the deal: Back in 2006, JOHNNY 
was still a new Senator. We were tack-
ling some thorny pension issues, and 
thousands of Georgians stood to be af-
fected if things didn’t get hammered 
out. So this freshman Senator dove in. 
He went toe to toe with big players 
like Ted Kennedy and Bill Young over 
in the House. He didn’t get a seat on 
the conference committee, but he basi-
cally appointed himself an honorary 
member. JOHNNY worked it like crazy. 
He sleuthed out where they would be 
meeting, and he spoke to everyone. Be-
cause it is JOHNNY we are talking 
about, we know how this ends: He de-
livered for Georgia. 

Afterward, the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution wanted to hear how this 
freshman Senator had pulled off this 
victory. Among other things, the re-
porter asked how JOHNNY had cele-
brated. Did he clear out the champagne 
at some beltway steakhouse? 

Here is what he said: 
Isakson said that after the vote, he went 

straight back to his Capitol Hill area apart-
ment and celebrated—by doing his laundry. 
He did not want to leave dirty clothes behind 
for a month. 

He said further: ‘‘So as I was putting 
coins in the machine, I had a gin and 
tonic in the laundry room.’’ 

This anecdote is almost the perfect 
encapsulation of JOHNNY ISAKSON. It 
starts with tenacity and a can-do spir-
it, propelled forward by charisma, 
smarts, and stubborn patience. It ends 
with a win for Georgians and one 
celebratory cocktail while being wrist- 
deep in laundry detergent. 

Yet there is one other story, I think, 
that reflects this remarkable leader 
even more perfectly. It starts with one 
name—Kate Puzey. 

In 2009, JOHNNY was reading his local 
paper and found an obituary for a 
young lady from northern Georgia who 
had been in Africa with the Peace 
Corps. She was just 24. JOHNNY didn’t 
know Kate and didn’t know her family, 
but he felt called to attend her funeral. 
He sat quietly in the very back and lis-
tened to her friends, her family, min-
isters, and Peace Corps colleagues. 

Unassumingly, he invited the family 
to stay in touch if there was anything 
he could ever do. Only later, did they 
relate what wasn’t in the obituary. 
Kate had been murdered in the dark of 
night after sounding the alarm on child 
abuse in her village in the African 
country of Benin. 

JOHNNY ISAKSON was on the case from 
that day forward. Not only was he a 
fixture on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, but he was actually the rank-
ing member on the Africa Sub-
committee. So he put a framed photo 
of Kate on his desk and leapt into ac-
tion. Senator ISAKSON flew to Benin to 
personally lean on its President. He 

met with Peace Corps officials. He 
built a legislative coalition for reforms 
to better protect volunteers. 

As I said earlier, because this is 
JOHNNY ISAKSON we are talking about, 
we know how the story ends—with re-
sults. He helped Kate’s parents pursue 
justice, and just a couple of years after 
JOHNNY sat down in that pew, the Kate 
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protec-
tion Act was law. 

Now, that is JOHNNY ISAKSON in one 
story. He starts out trying to do good 
for his neighbors and winds up literally 
changing the world. 

Of course, changing the world can be 
grueling work. We all know JOHNNY’s 
health has made his tireless service 
more and more challenging in recent 
months. As much as the other 99 of us 
hate to hear it, he has decided it is 
time to find new ways to serve that 
don’t involve twice weekly air travel or 
winding trips through the Capitol Com-
plex. 

But we know our friend is not riding 
off into the sunset or kicking up his 
heels. I know he is bound and deter-
mined to keep putting his expertise 
and institutional knowledge to work 
on behalf of Georgians who need him. I 
have no doubt that he will keep on ad-
vocating for Georgians with a pen and 
a phone, more friends across the coun-
try than anyone can count up, and 
maybe a few of his eight grandchildren 
by his side. It sounds like a pretty en-
viable work arrangement, and no doubt 
JOHNNY has earned it. He has earned 
the right to a little less late night vot-
ing and a little more time with his 
lovely wife Dianne. 

So on behalf of all of his colleagues, 
I will tell JOHNNY to go ahead and relax 
just a little and maybe find something 
to drink, but, this time around, he 
should enjoy it on the front porch with 
Dianne and leave the laundry until 
later. 

We are savoring our last few weeks 
alongside our good friend here in the 
Senate. We are so lucky to have called 
him our colleague. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Eric Ross 
Komitee, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be on the 
floor today to speak about something 
of significance, certainly to Kansas but 
to the country. 

We await House action on USMCA— 
the trade agreement between Canada, 
the United States and Mexico. It is a 
trade agreement that is attempting to 
replace NAFTA and an agreement that 
is of significance, as I say, to the folks 
back home in my State. 

For the last 2 years, I have engaged 
in a campaign to try to elevate the im-
portance and to make sure my col-
leagues, the administration, and people 
here in Congress understand how im-
portant exports and trade are to the 
United States’ economy. 

In Kansas, we are an export State. 
What we produce, what we manufac-
ture, and what we grow in the fields of 
our State in many, many instances end 
up someplace else outside the United 
States. 

I have spoken on the Senate floor be-
fore. I have met with the President. I 
have talked to his Cabinet officials. I 
wrote an open letter to U.S. agricul-
tural groups, encouraging them to 
fully engage in support for USMCA ap-
proval. I have had speaking engage-
ments in places across the country, 
trying to rally farmers and ranchers 
and manufacturers and others to fight 
to preserve our trading relationship 
with Canada and Mexico. 

On Saturday, at home in Kansas, I 
was with the Kansas Farm Bureau at a 
townhall. It kicked off their 101st an-
nual meeting to discuss issues facing 
Kansas agriculture. The topic of trade 
and its importance to the products 
that we grow was the most important 
and most discussed topic at that town-
hall meeting. 

USMCA was signed over a year ago. 
It is time for the House to pass this im-
portant agreement, and, in order for 
the House to pass it, the Speaker needs 
to bring it up for a vote. 

Canada and Mexico are Kansas’s No. 
1 and No. 2 export markets. They ac-
count for over one-third of exports 
from our State. Since 2013, unfortu-
nately, farm income at home has fallen 
by 50 percent. So net farm income in 
Kansas is down half in the last 6 years. 

Many producers are struggling. They 
have struggled to hang on to their op-
erations, and when farmers aren’t 
doing well, it means that the commu-
nities they live in and support aren’t 
doing well. The question is often this: 
What business will we lose when farm-
ers are not having financial success? 
What young men and women who grew 
up on a farm or grew up in that small 
town will, perhaps, even reluctantly, 
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