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time of year it is, but around the holi-
days, their sacrifice is magnified. 

Today, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Rayburn foyer, we can all play a small 
role in brightening the spirits of those 
in our military by signing a holiday 
card. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an initiative that I 
look forward to participating in every 
year, and I encourage my colleagues 
and their staff to participate as well. 

For more than a decade, the Holiday 
Mail for Heroes program has worked 
hard to remind our heroes just how 
much we appreciate their service and 
their sacrifice. 

Last year around this time, I had the 
privilege of sponsoring a congressional 
delegation abroad where we met with 
our troops and had the pleasure of 
spending time with them during the 
week of Thanksgiving. My colleagues 
and I traveled to Kuwait to serve and 
to share a meal with soldiers stationed 
there. It was an honor to meet with so 
many individuals who have committed 
their lives to protecting our great Na-
tion. 

We can all do our part to support our 
dedicated servicemen and -women now 
and throughout the year. A gesture as 
small as sending a card can brighten 
the holiday season for those who are 
deployed. 

This holiday season, I encourage each 
and every one of us to take a moment 
out of our days to let a soldier know 
how much we appreciate them. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 34 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of wisdom, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

Prior to the great compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention: ‘‘We indeed seem to 
feel our own want of political wisdom, 
since we have been running about in 
search of it. . . . In this situation of 
this assembly, groping as it were in the 
dark to find political truth, and scarce 
able to distinguish it when presented 
to us . . . have we now forgotten our 
powerful friend?’’ 

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn 
again to You to ask that Your wisdom 
might break through the political dis-
cussions of these days. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House and all of Congress with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they, 
as You, be especially mindful of those 
who are poor and without power. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KELLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

U.S. AND BULGARIA FRIENDSHIP 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, President Donald 
Trump warmly welcomed Bulgarian 
Prime Minister Boyko Borissov to the 
White House and reaffirmed the strong 
alliance between our two countries. 

Based on this successful meeting, the 
United States and Bulgaria announced 
a new strategic partnership framework 
to deepen our historic bilateral rela-
tionship which spans over 100 years. 

According to a joint statement to 
face a growing concern about the secu-
rity situation in the Black Sea, Bul-
garia offered to provide a maritime co-
ordination function at Varna in sup-
port of NATO’s Tailored Forward Pres-
ence Initiative. This is so important 
and will be a welcome step in the for-
mation of an intelligence hub in the re-
gion to counter destructive activity. 
The two also agreed to work more 
closely on energy diversification to ad-
vance Bulgaria’s energy sector, reduce 
prices for citizens, and allow for Bul-
garia to become a true gas hub and key 
source of regional energy security. 

These two measures underscore the 
important role that Bulgaria continues 
to play as an ally and a valuable NATO 

member. I am grateful that President 
Trump is prioritizing a relationship 
with a beloved ally like Bulgaria. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NAACP ATLANTIC 
CITY BRANCH 

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, today 
I would like to express my gratitude 
for the efforts of the NAACP Atlantic 
City branch to make south Jersey a 
place of inclusion, acceptance, and 
equality. 

In the past few years, this organiza-
tion has worked to improve access to 
the polls for marginalized voters, to 
protect maternal and infant health 
with the Infant Mortality Task Force, 
and to provide scholarships for the edu-
cation of our vulnerable youth. 

The NAACP of Atlantic City has also 
focused on tackling hatred in our com-
munity by organizing vigils to call out 
hateful and unacceptable actions 
against minorities and by addressing 
the environmental injustice dispropor-
tionately suffered by these groups. 

This group has worked tirelessly to 
support minority groups in south Jer-
sey, and our region is safer, healthier, 
more inclusive, and happier because of 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Atlantic 
City NAACP for their commitment and 
service to our community. South Jer-
sey and the State of New Jersey appre-
ciates all the work that they do. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ARE TRYING TO 
TEAR THIS COUNTRY APART 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, after 
weeks of secret depositions, selective 
leaks, and public hearings, the Demo-
crats trying to tear down this country 
with their impeachment sham have not 
proven any of their assertions against 
President Trump. 

Unfortunately for those Americans 
who expect Members of Congress to 
work for their benefit, the majority in 
this Chamber is instead obsessed with 
overturning the will of the people ex-
pressed in the 2016 election. That obses-
sion caused substantive legislation to 
come to a standstill. 

While some Democrat Members of 
this House have pointed to the number 
of bills passed as evidence of success, I 
would like to point out that just be-
cause people are busy, it does not mean 
they are working. While bipartisan 
bills to address issues like lowering 
prescription drug prices, better trade 
deals, and funding our national defense 
are ready to be voted on, Speaker 
PELOSI has instead chosen to focus on 
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partisan messaging that she knows has 
zero chance of ever becoming law. 

Speaker PELOSI’s partisan legislating 
must come to an end, and we must get 
back to working together in the inter-
est of the American people. 

f 

12 DAYS OF SALT 

(Ms. SHERRILL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SHERRILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the taxpayers of 
New Jersey. There are 12 days left in 
the legislative calendar, and I urge the 
House to close 2019 by lifting the cap 
on the State and local tax deduction 
cap, or SALT. 

I will be here on the floor every day 
this holiday season highlighting the 
impact of SALT on my constituents 
and on Americans across the country 
for the 12 days of SALT. 

And on this first day of SALT my 
constituents have said to me that 
SALT is the number one concern they 
have. I meet teachers, firefighters, 
homeowners, and small business own-
ers who owed thousands more on their 
taxes this year as a result of the $10,000 
deduction cap. 

Capping SALT deductions is an at-
tack on New Jersey residents, busi-
nesses, homeowners, and unfairly im-
poses a marriage penalty on couples 
filing jointly. It is an attack on States 
that invest in their communities—in-
vestments in roads, libraries, schools, 
first responders, and teachers. 

So I urge my colleagues to pass 
SALT legislation immediately and to 
stop double taxing hardworking Ameri-
cans. 

f 

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC IS A 
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss 
H.R. 5249, the Supporting Healthy Out-
comes for Mothers and Infants Act. I 
am proud to cosponsor this bill along-
side my colleague, Congressman DAVID 
TRONE. 

The opioid epidemic is a public 
health crisis. It does not discriminate. 
Opioid abuse impacts all of our com-
munities, and sadly, expectant mothers 
and children are particularly vulner-
able. 

This bill will help address the crisis 
by properly investing in opportunities 
for both education and prevention. 
Equally important, the bill works to 
destigmatize addiction and rightfully 
treat it as an illness. 

Specifically, the Supporting Healthy 
Outcomes for Mothers and Infants Act 
instructs the Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary and the Agriculture Sec-
retary to develop evidence-based nutri-
tion education material for WIC-eligi-

ble pregnant women and caregivers to 
infants impacted by neonatal absti-
nence syndrome. 

It ensures WIC conducts outreach to 
those who may be eligible for the pro-
gram or impacted by substance abuse 
disorder. 

Lastly, the bill makes any nutrition 
education and training materials de-
veloped available to State agencies 
through an online clearinghouse. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to urge my 
colleagues to cosponsor and support 
H.R. 5249. 

f 

RURAL COMMUNITIES FACE DAN-
GERS FROM ILLICIT DRUG TRAF-
FICKING 

(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘Right under your nose: A Mexican 
cartel turned this rural area into a hid-
den cocaine hub,’’ reads the headline 
from over the weekend from our news-
paper in southern Virginia. 

This article goes on to explain how a 
drug cartel has smuggled super pure 
meth, cocaine, heroin, fentanyl, and 
other drugs throughout the southern 
Virginia countryside. 

I have spoken on this floor about the 
dangers our rural communities face 
from illicit drug trafficking, and now 
in my district, Mexican cartels, famous 
for their extreme violence, are tearing 
local communities to shreds. 

I have taken action. I voted to pro-
vide funding that will help CBP agents 
stop drugs at the border. Securing our 
border cuts the head off the snake of 
these violent cartels. I have aided local 
law enforcement and pushed for drug 
trafficking designations in my district, 
and I have worked to fund treatment 
programs that help those battling ad-
diction. 

We need to fight back against drug 
trafficking and take back the commu-
nities we call home. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MURRAY POOLE 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Mur-
ray Poole, who is retiring after 54 years 
of covering local sports in the news in 
towns across coastal Georgia. 

The long-time sports editor of The 
Brunswick News, Mr. Poole was known 
throughout the Golden Isles as both 
fair and supportive of all the local 
players and the teams. Mr. Poole sim-
ply never wrote a bad word about any-
one. 

Mr. Poole interviewed nearly every 
major sports star who came through 
the Golden Isles, including Mickey 
Mantle, Davis Love III, and Adam 
Wainwright, and made it a point to ask 
them only feel-good questions. 

But more importantly, Mr. Poole 
gave his undivided attention to local 
sporting events. Murray would high-
light everyone from the high school re-
gion championship golf team to the 
second-string freshman football player. 

Mr. Poole’s journalism in the Golden 
Isles is simply irreplaceable. 

Mr. Speaker, may Mr. Poole enjoy 
his retirement. We thank him for his 
service to our community. 

f 

HONORING DR. BARBARA JONES 
(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Barbara Jones 
on her retirement from South Arkan-
sas Community College. 

Dr. Jones has served as the President 
of South Arkansas Community College 
for more than 10 years and has always 
been dedicated to promoting higher 
education. 

Dr. Jones brought an impressive re-
sume to south Arkansas with a back-
ground in health science and edu-
cational leadership. She has served on 
the American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges Board of Directors as well 
as several other professional edu-
cational organizations. 

Prior to Barbara entering the colle-
giate sphere, she worked as a labora-
tory scientist for 22 years in both hos-
pitals and medical facilities. Young 
people in Arkansas are becoming lead-
ers in their schools and communities, 
and Dr. Jones played a huge role in 
many of their lives. 

Working in higher education can 
often be a thankless job, but Dr. Jones 
was a tireless force for over a decade. 
By encouraging students in both STEM 
fields and others, Barbara dem-
onstrated commitment to learning 
skills for a lifelong career. 

Dr. Jones will be greatly missed by 
the students and alumni of South Ar-
kansas Community College. 

We wish her and her family all the 
best as she retires. It is with great 
pride that I honor Dr. Jones. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2534, INSIDER TRADING 
PROHIBITION ACT, AND RELAT-
ING TO CONSIDERATION OF H. 
CON. RES. 77, DIRECTING THE 
PRESIDENT PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 5(C) OF THE WAR POWERS 
RESOLUTION TO REMOVE 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
FROM HOSTILITIES IN THE SYR-
IAN ARAB REPUBLIC THAT HAVE 
NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CON-
GRESS 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, by 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 739 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 739 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
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